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American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mlissions. 


THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING. 


Tue American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, held its thirty-ninth annual meet- 
ing in the Tremont Temple, Boston, Massachusetts, September 12, 1848, at four o’clock im the 


afternoon. 

CORPORATE MEMBERS PRESENT. 
THEODORE FRELINGHUYSEN, LL. D. 
Tuomas S. Wittiams, LL. D. 
Lronarp Woops, D. D. 
Wituiam ALLE, D. D. 
Josnua Bares, D. D. 

Lyman Beecuer, D. D. 

Bennet Tyer, D. D. 

Heman Humpurey, D. D. 

Tuomas DeWitt, D. D. 

Natuan S.S. Bemany, D. D. 

Justin Epwarps, D. D. 

Tuomas Braprorp, Esq. 

Joun Tappan, Esq. 

Henry Hi t, Esq. 

Hon. Samuet T. ARMSTRONG. 

Noaw Porter, D. D. 

NatuHan Lorp, D. D. 

Enocu Ponp, D. D. 

Rurvus Anpersow, D. D. 

Rev. Davip GREENE. 

Cuar es Stopparp, Esq. 

Rev. Sy_vesteR HoumeEs. 

Daniet Noyes, Esq. 

NewemiaH Apans, D. D. 

Exisua Yace, D. D. 

Tuomas Syett, D. D. 

Jory Hawes, D. D. 

Marx Tucker, D. D. 

Isaac Ferris, D. D. 

Rev. Joun W. ELtinewoop. 
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Davip Mageig, D. D. 
Bensamin Tappan, D. D. . 
GrorceE E. Pierce, D. D. 
Rev. CHARLES WALKER. 
Tuomas H. Sxinvyer, D. D. 
Ricuarp T. Haines, Esq. 
SamvEt FLetcuer, Esq. 
Rev. Aaron WARNER. 
Wituiam W. CHEsTER, Esq. 
Mark Hopkins, D. D. 
James G. Hamyrr, D. D. 
Rev. Sivas AIKEN. 

Danie Dana, D. D. 

Bera B. Epwarps, D. D. 
Revuspen H. Watworts, LL. D. 
Hon. Setu Terry. 
WicuiaM Jenks, D. D. 

Hon. Davip Mack. 

ALFRED Et y, D. D. 

Rev. ZevextiaH S. Barstow. 
Hon. Wittiam Darina. 
Rev. Horatio BARDWELL. 
EBENEZER ALDEN, M. D. 
Cuartes Micxs, Esq. 

Hon. Epmunp ParKER. 
Hiram H. Seerye, Esq. 
Rev. ALBERT BARNES. 
Witcarp Culp, D. D. 
EvipHacet Gitvett, D. D. 
Rev. Cuauncey Eppy. 
Ricuarp S. Storrs, D. D. 
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Samvec H. Cox, D. D. 
Cuauncey A. Gooprics, D. D. 
Lronarp Bacon, D. D. 
Epwarp W. Hooxrr, D. D. 
Rev. ARCHIBALD BuRGEss. 
Horace Howpen, Esq. 
Wicuiam T. Dwicur, D. D. 
Erastus Farrpanks, Esq. 
J. MarsHat Pact, M.D. 
Atvan Bonp, D. D. 
Cuartes Waite, D. D. 
Rev. Joun K. Youne. 

Jor. Parker, D. D. 

Rev. Josxrpu STgE.e. 

Joun Nexson, D. D. 
Cuarces M. Ler, Esq. 

Rev. Joun Woops. 

Henry Wuirs, Esq. 

Anset D. Eppy, D. D. 
Wiciiam Apams, D. D. 
WicriaM Patton, D. D. 
Epwarp Rosinson, D. D. 
Swan L. Pomroy, D. D. 
Rev. Davin L. Ocpen. 
Samvec H. Perxins, Esq. 
Wicuiam W. Stone, Esq. 
Brensamin C. Tartor, D. D 
Rev. Seran B. Trear. 

Asa Cumminos, D. D. 
Carvin E. Stowe, D. D. 
Hon. Wituiam J. Hupparp. 
Hon. Linus Cuirp. 

Rev. Henry B. Hooxer. 
Hon. Henry W. Tayor. 
Rev. THomas SHEPARD. 
Samvuet M. Worcester, D. D. 


HONORARY MEMBERS 
Maine -— 

Rev Jotham Sewall, Chesterville. 
Jonathan Clement, D. D., Topsham. 
Rev Israel Hills, Dixmont. 
Rev Josiah W. Peet, Gardiner. 
Rev Danie! Sewall, Castine. 
Rev Wooster Parker, Foxcroft. 
Rev Horatio Isley, Monson. 
Rev Elias Chapman, Newfield. 
Rev John Maltby, Bangor. 


Rev D. T. Smith, do. 
George Shepard, D. D., do. 
Alex. Drummond, do. 


Rev Jotham Sewall, Jr., Woolwich. 
Rev David B. Sewall, Robbinston. 


Rev Caleb Hobart, North Yarmouth. 


Rev David Shepley, do. 

E. F. Duren, Portland. 
Woodbury Storer, do. 

Rev Eli Thurston, Hallowell. 
Rev Samuel S. Drake, Biddeford. 
Rev Thomas N, Lord, _— do. 
Stephen Merrill, Acton. 





John A. Hyde, Freeport. 

Rev George W. Cressey, Kennebunk. 
Rev Charles Packard, Norway. 

Rev Allen Greely, Turner. 

Rev E. G. Parsons, Freeport. 

Rev George E. Adams, Brunswick. 
Rev William T. Savage, Houlton. 
Rev Calvin Chapman, Sacearappa. 
Kev John R. Adams, Gorham. 

Rev Benjamin Tappan, Jr., Hampden. 
Rev Stephen Thurston, Searsport. 
Rev John Dodge, Waldoboro’. 

Rev Thomas G. Mitchell, Auburn. 
Rev Charles Frost, Bethel. 

Rev Joseph Blake, Cumberland. 

Rev Charles Freeman, Limerick. 
Rev. Calvin White, Pittstown. 

Rev U. Balkam, Wiscasset. 


New Hampshire :— 
Rev Daniel J. Noyes, Concord. 
Rev William Clark, do. 
Rev Benjamin P. Stone, do. 
Rev Stephen Rogers, Westmoreland. 
Rev James Holmes, Auburn. 
Rev A. W. Burnham, Rindge. 
Amos Cutler, do. 
Rev Caleb B. Tracy, Boscawen. 
Rev Jaeob Cummings, Hillsboro’. 
Rev Robert Page, do. 
Rev Humphrey Moore, Milford. 
Rev John W. Shepard, Nashua 
Rev Leonard Swain, do. 
Jobn Blunt, do. 
Rev Bezalee] Smith, Mount Vernon 
Rev Joel Davis, Croydon. 
William Cogswell, D. D., Gilmanton. 
Rev David Lancaster, do. 
Rev Stephen T. Allen, Merrimack. 
Rev Cyrus W. Wallace, Manchester. 
Rev J. F. Griswold, Washington. 
Rev Israel T. Otis, Rye. 
Rev E. B. Foster, Pelham. 
Rev James Boutwell, Brentwood. 
Rev James ‘I’. McCollom, Somersworth 
Rev Rufus W. Clark, Portsmouth. 
John W. Noyes, Chester. 
Rev Lauren Armsby, do. 
Rev Joho L. Merrill, Haverhill. 
Rev Moses C. Searle, do. 
Rev Anson Gleason, Charlestown. 
Rev J. DeForrest Richards, do. 
Rev Jonathan Magee, Francistown. 
Rev D. P. Smith, Greenfield. 
Rev Loren Thayer, Windham. 
Rev Joseph Lane, Pembroke. 
Rev A. Burnham, = do. 
Rev Amos Blanchard, Meriden. 
Rev Charles Shedd, Campton. 
Rev P. B. Day, Derry. 
Richard Boylston, Amherst. 
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Rev C. Whiting, Wilton. 

Rev Homer Barrows, Dover. 
James F. Isham, New Alstead. 
Rev Thomas Savage, Bedford. 
John French, do. 


Kev Samuel H. Tolman, South Merrimac. 


Rev Isaac Willey, Goffstown. 
Josiah Bacon, Chelsea. 

Rev M. H. Wells, Pittsfield 

fev John P. Humphrey, Winchester. 
Rev Charles Willey, Chichester. 
Rev Ezra Adams, Roxbury. 

Rev R. Crossett, Alstead. 

Rev Jonathan French, Northampton. 
Rev Elisha Rockwood, Swanzey. 
Nathan B. Rogers, Hopkinton. 

Rev Richard T. Searle, Henniker. 
Rev William Page, Hudson. 

Rev E. I. Carpenter, Littleton. 

Rev Luther Townsend, Troy. 

Rev E. M. Kellogg, New Boston. 
Rev Isaac Knight, Franklin. 

Rev William J. Newman, Stratham. 
Rev John Smith, Kingston. 

Rev Jesse Page, Atkinson. 

Rev William Murdock, Candia. 


Vermont :— 
Andrew Leach, Pittsford. 
Rev Samuel R. Hall, Craftsbury. 
Rev Austin Hazen, Berlin. 
Rev Silas McKeen, Bradford. 
Rev Aldace Walker, West Rutland. 
Rev R. S. Cushman, Orwell. 
Rev David Perry, Danville. 
Rev Edward B. Emerson, Norwich. 
Rev Benjamin F. Foster, Dummerston. 
Rev Amos Foster, Putney. 
Rev John Dudley, Quechee. 
Rev Joseph Underwood, Hardwick. 
L. H. Delano, do. 
Rev G. H. Squier, Hartland, 


Rev Joseph Chandler, West Brattleboro’. 


Joha W. Smith, Chelsea. 

Rev H. F. Leavitt, Vergennes. 

Josiah Shedd, M. D., Peacham. 

Rev William H. Gilbert, Westminster. 


Massachusetts :-— 
Edward Beecher, D. D., Boston. 
Rev George W. Blagden, do. 


David Pike, da. 
Rev George A. Oviatt, do. 
Rev Dorus Clark, do. 
Rev E. N. Kirk, do. 
Samuel N. Tenney, do. 
William Ropes, do. 
Joseph S. Ropes, do, 
E. K. Blatchford, do. 
Rev J. S. Clark, do. 
Rev M. Hale Smith, do. 





Rev Charles Cleveland, Boston. 
Rev. Jona. E. Woodbridge, do. 


Joseph L. Partridge, do. 
Samuel A. Danforth, do. 
Benjamin F. Whittemore, do. 
Charles Scudder, de, 
Artemas Simonds, do, 
Thomas Thwing, do. 
Rev Henry M. Clark, do. 
Rev Joseph Tracy, do. 
Jared B. Waterbury, D. D., do. 
Alvan Simonds, do. 
Thomas C. Simonds, do. 
Rev John W. Alvord, do. 
George Russel, do. 
Ephraim Buck, M. D., do. 
Samuel Tenney, do. 
Rev Seth Bliss, do. 
Rev Solomon Peck, do. 
Rev George Richards, do. 
Heary D. Oliphant, do. 
P. Sanford, do. 
John Harmon, do. 
Henry B. Hubbard, do. 
William C. Habbard, do. 
Henry M. Hill, do. 
George E. Hill, do. 
R. B. Hill, do. 
George Titcomb, do. 
Henry B. Tenney, do. 
Rev Asa Bullard, do. 
Uriel Crocker, do. 


Theophilus R. Marvin, do. 
Rev Samuel W. Cozzens, Milton. 
Rev Josiah Tucker, do. 

Rev Danie! T. Fisk, Newbury. 

Rev John Haven, Stoneham. 

Rev Mason Grosvenor, Springfield. 
Rev S. G. Buckingham, do. 
Rev Samuel Day, do. 
Emerson Davis, D. D., Westfield. 
Rev D. B. Bradford, Hubbardston. 
Rev Daniel Foster, Danvers. 

Rev E. P. Blodget, Greenwich. 
Rev John Ferguson, Whately. 

Rev J. H. Temple, do. 

Rev George Fisher, Harvard, 

Rev Elisha Fisk, Wrentham. 

Rev Orin Fowler, Fall River. 
Nathan Durfee, M. D., do. 

Rev George Goodyear, Truro. 

Rev Seth Sweetser, Worcester. 

I. Washburn, do. 

Parley Goddard, do. 

Rev Elam Smalley, do. 

Rev A. Benedict, do. 

Rev James D. Farnsworth, Boxboro’. 
Calvin Hitcheock, D. D., Randolph. 
Rev Christopher Marsh, West Roxbury. 
Rev Charles Packard, Lancaster. 
Rev Willard Holbrook, Millville. 
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Rev John Pike, Rowley. 

Rev A. W. McClure, Malden. 

Brown Emerson, D. D., Salem. 

Rev Joel Mann, do. 

George H. Smith, do. 
Richard P. Waters, do. 

Rev Alex. J. Sessions, do. 

Rev T. T. Richmond, Medfield. 

Rev C. Blodgett, Pautucket. 

Rev Isaac P. Langworthy, Chelsea. 
Rev J. H. Pettingell, South Dennis. 
Rev M. Kimball, Tewksbury. 

Rev Charles P. Grosvenor, Rehoboth. 
Rev A. E. P. Perkins, Phillipston. 
Rev William A. Peabody, East Randolph. 
Rev Daniel Butler, Westbozo’. 

Rev Alexander Lovell, do. 

Rev H. N. Beers, do. 

Rev Levi Packard, Spencer. 

Luther F. Dimmick, D. D., Newburyport. 
William B. Sanloue, do. 
Rev Jonathan F. Stearns, do. 
Francke Williams, M. D., do. 
Rev A. C. Page, Pelham. 


Theophilus Packard, D. D., South Deerfield. 


Rev E. B. Clark, Chicopee. 

Rev S.G.Clapp, do. 

Rev Hiram Bingham, East Hampton. 
Rev William P. Paine, Holden. 
Rev Asahel Bigelow, Walpole. 

Rev Samuel! Hutchings, Brookfield. 
Joseph Bowman, New Braintree, 
John Pierce, D. D., Brookline. 
Walter Crocker, Barnstable. 
Spencer Vining, South Abington. 
Rev Dennis Powers, do. 

Rev Samue! Harris, Conway. 

Rev John B. M. Bailey, Attleboro’. 
Rev Henry Seymour, Deerfield. 
Rev Francis Horton, West Cambridge. 
John Field, do. 

Rev Daniel Wight, Jr., North Scituate. 
Rev T. G. Clark, Cummington. 
Rev William Baird, Northbridge. 
Rev Jonas Colburn, Amherst. 

John Leland, do. 

Luke Sweetser, do. 

Rev L. Sabin, Templeton. 

Rev Oren Sikes, Bedford. 

Rev Charles B. Kittredge, Monson. 
Rev C. D. Rice, East Douglass. 
Rev T. D. P. Stone, Holliston. 

A. W. Miltimore, Newbury. 

Rev Sewall Harding, East Medway. 
Rev Calvin E. Park, Boxford. 

Rev William S. Coggin, 4 

Rev Parsons Cooke, Lynn. 

Rev S. S. Smith, Westminster. 
William S. Bradbury, do. 

Rev Charles C. Beaman, Wellfleet. 
Thomas Eaton, Fitchburg. 





Rev A. C. Thompson, Roxbury. 
David B. Greene, do. 

Henry H. Anderson, do. 

Alvah Kittredge, do. 

Andrew S. March, do. 

Rev Paul Couch, North Bridgewater. 
Rev Daniel Huntington, do. 

Rev Tertius D. Southworth, Franklin. 
Rev Solomon Clark, Petersham. 

Rev Austin Cary, Sunderland. 

Rev J. C. Paine, Gardiner. 

Rev Erastus Maltby, ‘Taunton. 

Rev S. Hopkins Emery, do. 

Rev John Bowers, Wilbraham. 

Rev Hubbard Beebe, South Wilbraham. 
Rev Edward W. Noble, Eastham. 
Rev Joseph Merrill, Dracut. 

Rev George W. Adams, do. 

Henry Larcon, Beverly. 

Horace Smith, West Springfield. 

Rev A. A. Wood, do. 

Rev C. N. Wood, Ashby. 

Rev Jacob Coggin, Tewksbury. 

Rev James H. Merrill, Montague. 

Rev William L. Mather, Concord. 

Rev Harvey Newcomb, Grantville. 
Rev Warren H. Beaman, North Hadley. 
Rev J. K. Bragg, West Middleboro’. 
David Goodale, Marlboro’. 

Rev Frederick T. Perkins, East Cambridge. 
Josiah Bacon, Chelsea. 

Rev David Tilton, Gloucester. 

Rev John Whiton, West Stoekbridge. 
Rev Samuel L. Rockwood, Hanson. 
Rev Jeremiah Taylor, Wenham. 

Rev Stephen D. Ward, Longmeadow. 
Rev David Dyer, Dorchester. 

Rev E. W. Harrington, Lunenburg. 
Rev John M. Prince, Georgetown. 
Rev Calvin Durfee, South Dedham. 
Absalom Peters, D. D., Williamstown. 
H. B. Hosford, do. 

Rev M. Burdett, Blackstone. 

Rev Asahel Cobb, North Falmouth. 
Rev Robert Carver, Raynham. 

Rev Jacob White, Orleans. 

Rev O. A. Taylor, Manchester. 

Rev John Q. A. Edgell, West Newbury. 
Rev B. G. Northrop, Saxonville. 

Rev Ebenezer Gay, Bridgewater. 
Rev Josepl: Peckham, Kingston. 

Rev H. A. Tracy, Sutton. 

Rev E. W. Robinson, Freetown. 
Daniel Whiting, North Brookfield. 
Nathaniel Richardson, Woburn. 

Rev L. R. Phillips, Sharon, 

Alfred Kittredge, Haverhill. 

Rev B. F. Hosford, do. 

Rev David Oliphant, do. 

Rev Elijah Demond, Grafton. 

Rev James H. Means, Dorchester. 
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Rev Lymar Gilbert, Newton. 

J. Sylvester Chesbrough, do. 

Rev F. V. Tenaey, South Braintree, 
James Hunnewell, Charlestown. 

Rev Jared Curtis, do. 

Rev William I. Buddington, Charlestown. 
Rev A. G. Hammond, Cambridge. 


William Adams, do. 
Rev William A. Stearns, do. 
Rev Joseph Hazen, do. 
Rev J. A. Albro, do. 
Charles W. Homer, do. 


Ralph Emerson, D. D., Andover. 
Rev John L. Taylor, do. 
Rev S. C. Jackson, do. 
Edwards A. Park, D. D. do. 
Rev T. Atkinson, Lowell. 
John Aiken, do. 

Rev Cyrus Mann, do. 

Rev U. C. Burnap, do. 
Lyman Whiting, Lawrence. 
Rev E. Y. Swift, Northampton. 
Rev N. Beach, Millbury. 
Hervey Pierce, do. 

Rev Otis Rockwood, Medford. 
Thatcher Magoun, do. 


Rev A. R. Baker, do. 
Rev David Sanford, Medway. 
Jacob Ide, D. D., do. 


Rev B. M. Fay, Wilmington. 

Dexter Fay, Berlin. 

Rev. M. G. Wheeler, Auburn. 

Rev M. G. Pratt, do. 

S. Knowlton, do. 

Rev Tyler Thatcher, North Wrentham. 
Rev Josiah Ballard, Sudbury. 

Rev A. Goldsmith, Princeton. 

Rev Reuben Emerson, South Reading. 
Rev Horace D. Walker, East Abington. 
Alonzo Chapin, M. D., do. 
Andrew Bartlett, Plymouth. 

Rev Charles S. Porter, do. 

Rev Isaac R. Worcester, Leicester. 
Rev Israel W. Putnam, Middleboro’. 
Leonard Woods, Enfield. 

Rev R. Crawford, North Adams. 

Rev Abijah Cross, West Haverhill. 
Rev Allen Gannett, Beverly. 

Rev Cyrus W. Allen, Nantucket. 

Rev John Orcutt, Uxbridge. 

Chandler Taft, do. 

Kev Thomas C. Biscoe, Grafton. 
Nathaniel Lord, Jr., Ipswich. 

Rev E. W. Bullard, Fitchburg. 

J. T. Farwell, do. 

Rev John H. Bisbee, Worthington. 
Gardner B. Perry, D. D., Bradford. 


Jeremiah Spofford, do. 
William Day, do. 
David C. Kimball, do. 
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Rev Nelson Clark, Charlton. 

Rev David N. Coburn, Ware. 
Rev Nahum Gale, do. 
Avery Clark, do. 
William Hyde, do. 

Asa Howland, Conway. 

Rev A. H. Reed, Mendon. 

Rev David Eastman, Leverett. 
Rev Jonas Perkins, Braintree. 

I. R. Gott, Rockport. 

Rev Enoch Sanford, Halifax. 

Rev D. D. Tappan, Marshfield. 
Rev George L. Prentiss, New Bedford. 
Rev Alfred Greenwood, Natick. 
Rev Daniel Fitz, Ipswich. 

Francis Carruth, North Brookfield. 
Rev Wm. B. Hammond, Canton. 
Rev Asa Boutelle, Lunenburg. 
Rev M. K. Cross, Palmer. 

Rev Levi Brigham, Dunstable. 


Rhode Island :— 
John P. Cleveland, D. D., Providence. 
Rev T. T. Waterman, do. 
Rev William J. Breed, do. 


Rev Jared Reid, Tiverton. 

Rev Timothy A. Taylor, Slatersville. 
Amos D. Lockwood, do. 
John Trafton, do. 
Rev Samuel Beane, Little Compton. 
Rev Orrin F. Otis, Chepachet. 


Connecticut :— 
Thomas Robbins, D. D., Hartford. 
Collins Stone, do. 
Rev William W. Turner, do. 
Selah Treat, do. 
James M. Bunce, do. 


Gen William Williams, Norwich. 
Rev Hiram P. Arms, do. 

Rev Charles P. Bush, do. 

Rev Roswell Whitmore, _—_ do. 

Rev John P. Gulliver, do. 
William A. Buckingham, do. 

Rev David L. Parmelee, South Farms. 
Rev Henry B. Elliott, Waterbury. 
Rev Joseph Vaill, Somers. 

Rev Frederick Marsh, Winchester. 
Rev Samuel Spring, East Hartford. 
Jared Ayres, do. 

Rev George A. Calhoun, Coventry. 
Tryon Edwards, D. D., New London, 
Rev C. M. Nickels, do. 

Rev Hiram Day, Cornwall. 

Rev Albert K. Teele, Naugatuck. 
Rev Myron N. Morris, North Stonington. 
Rev Levi Smith, South Windsor. 

Rev Aaron Snow, Eastbury. 

David Gould, Sharon. 

Rev Lewis Pennell, Weston. 

Rev Charles Dickinson, Birmingham. 








330 Annual Meeting of the Board. Ocr. 


Rev T. A. Leete, Windsor. 

Rev Thomas Tallman, Scotiand. 
Rev S. J. Mills Merwin, Southport. 
Rev A. S. Cheeseborough, Chester. 
Rev Orson Cowles, North Haven. 
Rev Albert Smith, Vernon. 

N. O. Kellogg, do. 

Allyn Kellogg, do. 

Rev Horace Winslow, Rockville. 
George Kellogg, do. 
Rev Hirem Bell, Marlborough. 
Rev A. C. Washburn, Suffield. 
Rev Jacob Allen, Sterling. 

Rev S. B. S. Bissell, Greenwich. 
Rev Mark Mead, do. 

Rev Frederick Munson, do. 

Rev Jason Atwater, Newtown. 
Rev Burdette Hart, Fair Haven. 
Rev Philo R. Hurd, Watertown. 
Rev Adam Reid, Salisbury. 

Rev Israe] P. Warren, Hamden. 


Rev Warren G. Jones, South Glastenbury. 


Rev William Thompson, East Windsor. 
Rev Shubael Bartlett, do. 
Grindall Rawson, South Woodstock. 
Rev James C. Houghton, Middle Haddam, 
Rev John E. Tyler, Windham. 

Rev C. T. Prentice, Easton. 

Rev Rollin S. Stone, Danbury. 

Rev Erastus Dickinson, Chaplin. 

Rev Spencer F Beard, Montville. 

Rev E. Pratt, Abington. 

Rev Thomas L. Shipman, Jewett City. 
Rev O. B_ Butterfield, South Britain. 
Rev Henry Robinson, Plainfield. 

Rev John R. Keep, Warren. 

Rev William Russell, Chatham. 

Rev J. R. Brown, Lebanon. 

Rev Jonathan Curtis, Woodstock. 

Rev James A. Smith, Glastenbury. 
Rev Charles Bentley, Harwinton. 

Rev Joseph Eldredge, Norfolk. 

Rev James T.. Dickinson, Northfield. 
Rev W. T. Eustis, Jr.,. New Haven. 
B. L. Hamlin, do. 

Rev Henry H. Sanborne, East Granby. 
Rev James Hobart, Berlin. 


New York :— 
Milton Badger, D. D., New York. 
Erskine Mason, D.D., — do. 
Rev O. Eastman, do. 
Rev Selden Haynes, do. 
Rev Alfred E Campbell, do. 
Rev. David B. Coe, do. 
Rev William Bradford, do. 
Rev Oliver B. Bidwell, do. 
Rev Samuel I. Prime, do. 
Rev Austin Dickinson, do, 
Rev John Marsh, do. 
Rev Edward Harris, do. 





Almon Merwin, New York. 
D. H. Wickham, do. 
William W. Eddy, do. 
Rev T. H. Skinner, Jr., do. 
Rev Noah Coe, do. 
Rev W. H.. Bidwell, do. 
William D. Coit, do. 
Wa. M. Halstead, do. 


Rev Charles C. Darling, do. 
Rev Joseph C. Stiles, do. 
Rev John Spaulding, do. 


Alexander Milne, do. 
T. M. Halstead, M.D., do. 
Rev James Knox, do. 


Rev James W. McLane, Williamsburgh. 
Rev Henry Ward Beecher, Brooklyn. 


Charles J. Stedman, do. 
Rev A. Elmendorf, do. 
Rev. S. T. Spear, do. 
Rev James M. Sherwood, do. 
Rev N. C. Lock, do. 
Rev R. 8S. Storrs, Jr., do. 


Rev J. W. Wood, Chester. 

Rev Miles P. Squier, Geneva. 

Rev F.E. Cannon, do. 

Rev John B. Richardson, Pittsford. 
Rev Joseph Myers, Syracuse. 

Rev James P. Fisher, Schenectady. 
Rev John B. Steele, do. 

Jacob Van Vechten, D. D., do. 

Rev E. H. Payson, New Hartford. 
Rev Jeremiah Wood, Mayfield. 

Rev J. H. Noble, Schaghticoke. 

Robert P. Lee, Montgomery. 

Rev Isaac P. Stryker, Vernon. 

Rev George C. Lucas, Lansingburgh. 
Rev A. Cogswell Frissell, South Amenia. 
Rev Josiah Leonard, Malden. 

Rev Jonathan Silliman, Canterbury. 
Mansfield ‘Tracy Walworth, Saratoga Springs. 
Rev James Stevenson, Florida. 

Rev F. Danforth, Clarence. 

Rev 8. J. Tracy, Springfield. 

Rev Francis Janes, Colchester. 

Rev Samuel W. Bush, Skaneateles. 
Rev D. A. Jones, New Scotland. 

Rev Ransford Wells, Schoharie. 

Rev F. D. W. Ward, Rochester. 

Rev John Waugh, Sauquoit. 

Rev Justus L. Janes, Guilford. 

Rev Timothy Williston, Livingstonville. 
Gideon N. Judd, D. D., Catskill. 

Rev Henry Darling, Hudson. 

Rev Benjamin Van Zandt, Kinderhook. 
Rev J. J. Slocum, do. 

Rev Charles Whitehead, Walden. 

Rev Hiram Slauson, Northumberland. 
Rev Frederick G. Clark, Astoria. 

Rev A. K. Strong, Otisco. 

Rev Elbert Nevius, Stuyvesant. 

Rev Henry A. Raymond, Niskeuna, 
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Rev W. R.S. Betts, Leeds. 


Rev Samuel W. Raymond, Kirkland. 


Philip C. Hay, D. D., Owego. 
Philip C. Hay, Jr., do. 

Rev M. S. Goodale, Amsterdam. 
Rev John K. Davis, Troy. 

Rev Samuel M. Wood, Madrid. 
Rev James R. Boyd, Watertown. 
Rev G. R. H. Shumway, Newark. 
Rev C. L. Van Dyck, Marbletown. 
W. H. Ross, Albany. 


New Jersey :— 
Rev John Ford, Parsippany. 
Thomas B. Segur, Dover. 
Rev Joseph M. Ogden, Chatham. 
Rev W. J. R. Taylor, Jersey City. 
Rev Benjamin Cory, Perth Amboy. 
Rev William Reiley, Holmdei. 
Rev D. G. Sprague, South Orange. 
James Scott, D. D., Newark. 
Rev Samuel 8. Potter, do. 
Rev William Bradley, do. 
Joseph B. Jackson, M. D., do. 
Rev Henry V. Rankin, _— do. 
Lyndon A. Smith, M. D., do. 
Rev John M. Johnson, Hanover. 
Rev Ebenezer Seymour, Bloomfield, 


Rev Ward Stafford, do. 
Rev T. S. Ward, do. 
Rev John Ward, do. 


Abraham Messler, D. D., Somerville. 


Rev Talbot W. Chambers, do. 
His Ex. Daniel Haines, Hamburg. 
Rev R. K. Rodgers, Bound Brook. 
John W. Poinier, Morristown. 

Rev A. A. Marcellus, Freehold. 


Rev. H. B. Stryker, New Brunswick. 


Samuel R. How, D.D., do. 
Jonathan Cogswell, D. D., do. 


Rev Aaron C. Adams, West Bloomfield. 


Rev Joseph F. Tuttle, Rockaway. 
Rev Robert W. Landis, Sidney. 


Rev Edward E. Kankin, Springfield. 


Pennsylvania :— 
Rev M. L. R. P. Thompson, Philadelphia. 
Rev David Malin, do. 
Thomas S. Darling, do. 
Samuel C. Perkins, do. 


RevS W. Bailey, Pittsburgh. 
Rev John M. Dickey, Oxford. 


Maryland :-— 
Rev Thomas Kennedy, Baltimore. 
Daniel W. Hall, do. 
Rev James Mclutire, Elkton. 
Virginia :— 
James D. Johnson, Norfolk. 
Ohio -— 


Rev D. W. Lathrop, Elyria. 





Rev D. A. Grosvenor, Elyria. 

Rev H. B. Eldred, Kinsman. 

Rev W. C. Foster, Cuyahoga Falls. 

Rev Daniel Tenney, Oxford. 
Michigan :— 

Rev A. S. Wells, Troy. 

Rev G. L. Foster, Jackson. 

Rev W. W. Atterbury. 


Illinois :— 
J. Blanchard, D. D., Galesburg. 


Missouri :— 
Rev Alfred H. Dashiell, Jr. 


Tennessee — 

Rev R. P. Wells, Jonesboro’. 

Rev Stephen Wells, Columbia. 
Mississippi :-— 

Rev L. H. Angier, Port Gibson. 
Louisiana :— 

Rev J. Addison Saxton, New River. 


Canada :— 
Rev Henry Wilkes, Montreal. 


Ireland :— 
Rev Alexander King, Dublin. 


The following missionaries of the Board were 
also present. 


Rev Alfred Wright, Choctaws. 
Rev Elizur Butler, M. D., Cherokees. 
Rev S. H. Calhoun, Syria. 


Organization. 

Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, President of 
the Board, took the chair. Prayer was offered 
by Dr. Snell. Rev. Selden Haynes was chosen 
Assistant Recording Secretary. Letters were 
received from the following corporate members, 
who were unable to attend: Hon. Joseph C. 
Hornblower, Dr. Dickinson, Dr. Labaree, and 
Samuel Williston, Esq. 

Dr. N. Adams, Rev G. W. Blagden, Dr. Ed- 
ward Beecher, Rev. J. W. M’Lane and Dr. B. 
C. Taylor were appointed a committee of ar- 
rangements. 

A business committee was also appointed, con- 
sisting of Dr. Hawes, Chancellor Walworth, Dr. 
Pomroy, Hon. Linus Child, and Samuel H. Per- 
kins, Esq. 


Treasurer's Report. 

The report of the Treasurer having been read, 
together with the certificate of the auditors, it was 
referred to Judge Darling, Doct. L. A. Smith, 
Hon. Henry W. Taylor, Horace Holden, Esq., 
James D. Johnson, Esq., John Aiken, Esq., and 
Hon. Seth Terry. This committee subsequently 
recommended its acceptance by the Board; 
which was done accordingly. The committee 
alse say :— 








The home expenses of the Board, including 
salaries of officers and agents, and the cost of the 
Missionary Herald and Dayspring gratuitously 
distributed, amount to about ten per cent. on the 
funds received by the Board. 

The committee re to find that the debt of 
the Board, on the 3ist of July last, amounted to 
$59,890 78, and cannot but express their convic- 
tion that unless prompt measures are adopted to 
relieve the from its present embarrassment, 
some of the missionary stations must be wholly 
abandoned, or missionaries from different stations 
recalled and schools disbanded. ‘They, there- 
fore, recommend that an effort be m now to 
discharge the debt of the Board, and secure the 
necessary contributions hereafter to enable the 
Board to sustain the laborers now in the field, and 
to send forth additional laborers as they may be 


required. 


Report of the Prudential Committee. 

That part of the Prudential Committee’s re- 
port which relates to the domestic operations of 
the Board, and also that which relates to the 
missions—brief abstracts of the same having been 
presented by Dr. Anderson and Mr, Treat— 
were referred to committees for examination with- 
out being read. 


The committee on the domestic operations of 
the Board consisted of Dr. Dimmick, William M 
Halstead, Esq., Rev. C. Eddy, Rev. J. M. Og- 
den, Rev. G. E. Adams, Rev. T. H. Skinner, 
Jun., and Rev. William Bradford. 


That part of the report which relates to the 
African missions was referred to Dr. Parker, Dr. 
Skinner, J. M. Paul, M. D., Dr. Hay, Dr. Scott, 
C. M. Lee, Esq., and Rev. E. N. Kirk. 


That part of the report which relates to the 
Greek and Armenian missions, was referred to Dr. 
Cox, Dr. Mason, Dr. Bates, Dr. Tappan, Rev. 
F. E. Cannon, Rev. W. H. Bidwell, and Rev. 
J.C. Stiles. 


That part of the report which relates to Syria 
and the Nestorians, was referred to Dr. Hawes, 
Dr. Pomroy, Dr. How, Dr. Eddy, Rev. Mr. 
Chambers, Dr. B. Emersom, and Dr. Yale. 


That part of the report which relates to the 
Mabrattas, was referred to Dr. Tucker, Dr. B. 
B. Edwards, Dr. Ely, Dr. Lyman Beecher, Dr. 
Badger, 'T. Bradford, Esq., and Rev. H. B. 
Hooker. 


That part of the report which relates to the 
Tamil missions, was referred to Dr. Hopkins, Dr. 
Cleveland, Charles Mills, Esq., Doct. J. B. Jack- 
son, Dr. C. Hitchcock, H. H. Seelye, Esq , and 
Rev. J. W. M’Lane. 


That part of the report which relates to Siam, 
China and Borneo, was referred to Dr. De Witt, 
Dr Humphrey, Dr. Bond, Rev. 8. I. Prime, S. 
H. Perkins, Esq., Dr. Messier, and 1. Washburn, 
Esq. 

That part of the report which relates to the 
Sandwich Islands, was referred to Dr. William 
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Adams, Dr. Ferris, Dr. William Cogswell, Dr. 
Beman, Rev. H. W. Beecher, Gen. William Wil- 
liams, and Rev. 8S. Sweetser. 


That part of the report which relates to the 
Oregon Indians, and to the Choctaws and Chero- 
kees, was referred to Dr. Magie, Dr. Patton, 
Rev. Orin Fowler, Dr. Dwight, W. W. Chester, 
Esq., Dr. Tryon Edwards, and Rev. John Ford, 


That part of the report which relates to the 
Pawnees, Sioux, Ojibwas, Stockbridge and New 
York Indians, and Abenaquis, was referred to 
Dr. Bacon, Rev. S. S. Smith, Dr. G. E. Pierce, 
Governor Haines, Dr. Judd, Dr. Allen, and Dr. 
Hamner. 


The committees mentioned above subsequently 
made their reports, recommending that the sev- 
eral portions of the Prudential Committee’s re- 
port be approved and adopted, which was ac- 
cordingly done. 


The report of the committee on the domestic 
operations of the Board is as follows : 


It appears from the Prudential Committee’s 
Report, that during the past year seven of the 
corporate members of this Board (a greater num- 
ber than ever before in any one year, and several 
of them among the oldest, most distinguished, 
and effective of its members) have departed this 
life. Among the ordained missionaries of this 
Board, no one, during the year covered by this 
Report, has died; and but four assistant mission- 
aries. 

The Report affords evidence, that the Secreta- 
ries and ‘l'reasurer of the are diligent, la- 
borious and faithful in the discharge of the duties 
devolving on them. If apprehensions exist, in 
any quarters, that either of these officers has a 
sinecure, a little inspection will cure the error. 
One of the Secretaries has prostrate health, pos- 
sibly, in part, through the burdens he has borne. 
The various agents of the Board, employed in 
collecting funds, seem to have been diligent in 
their work. There has been more systematic 
agency employed the past year than heretofore ; 
but not quite with the results contemplated, 
through want of the deep and lively sympath 
with the missionary cause which is to be desired. 
The financial affairs of the Board show reason 
for increased exertions in this department. 

Fourteen missionaries and seventeen male and 
female assistant missionaries—thirty-one in all— 
have been sent forth during the year. Additional 
to these, there have been appointed, during the 
year, eighteen missionaries, two physicians, two 
other male, and eighteen female assistant mis- 
sionaries—forty in all In these new appoint- 
ments, which are but a modicum of what the 
opening fields in various parts of the world re- 
quire, may be seen imperious reasons for in- 
creased prayer and increased contributions, on 
~ part of the —— of this Board. Ppa 

n the priuting department, a great an 
work is stil tong dan. If tae’ publications of 
the Board—the Missionary Herald and the 
Dayspring—do not increase in the number of 
their issues, still the information they contain, 
and of which they are the original sources, is 
copied in substance into numerous other papers, 
and flies on the wings of the wind to every _ 
of the land and to re bam of the world. 
press of the Board is, therefore, a radiating point 
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of light, which, in the view of your Committee, 
should not be suffered to become dim. 

The part of the Report =" to the appoint- 
ment of a Secretary at New York, should be 
modified so as to meet the subsequent action of 
the Board on that subject. 

In conclusion your committee believe that the 
domestic department of this Board, under charge 
of the Prudential Committee, is conducted with 
wisdom, and with as much regard to economy as 
the nature of the case allows ; that an amount of 
labor is performed in this department, of which 
the community at large are not aware ; that these 
officers of the Board are entitled to the continued 
confidence, sympathy and support of the Board 
and the churches ; and the vigorous co-operation 
of all the friends of missions in their measures to 
extend the kingdom of Jesus Christ in the earth. 


‘The committee on that part of the report which 
refers to the Greeks and Armenians, use the fol- 
lowing language : 

The mission to Greece is peculiar. It has one 
missionary, Rev. Dr. King, to whom the events 
of the past year are those of vicissitude and 
trial, of perplexity and persecution, of banish- 
ment and return, rather than of fruits and achieve- 
ments that we could count and celebrate. Suf- 
fering for Christ’s sake is, however, a medium of 
present good, as well as a token of ulterior _ 
gress and success. Our honored brother there 
seems to deserve our sympathy, with no cen- 
sure, but rather commendation, for his whole 
course of action. 

The mission to the Armenians is viewed as 
one of great promise and importance. Its loca- 
tion and its sphere, its wide influence and con- 
spicuous character in the East, its stations, its 
laborers, its successes, and its churches, entitle it 
to the high appreciation of the friends of mis- 
sions. Its progress is giving new form and 
new relations to the interests of Protestantism. 
The Greek Church now feels its influence. Its 
enemies are mainly pseudo-christianity and 
hypocritical formalism. Hierarchy and its as- 
sumptions envy and endeavor to check its pros- 
perity ; while, under God, their efforts are over- 
ruled for the furtherance of the gospel. 

The favor of the Sublime Porte, their recogni- 
tion aud protection by the laws of the empire, 
our churches now enjoy; and this great boon, 
which gives new character and efficiency to our 
cause, and has made its own era in the history of 
the mission, is owing, under God, to the media- 
tion of Lord Cowley ; a nobleman of England, 
for whose distinguished ability and more distin- 
guished goodness, in its procurement, the com- 
mittee think the express and cordial gratitude of 
the Board is eminently due. 

The prospects of the mission, notwithstanding 
some reverses, are certainly good; while the 
faithful labors of our missionaries, joined to the 
influence of their example and their prayers, are 
worthy of our confidence, as an honor to our 
country and a rejoicing to the friends of God. 


The committee on the Mahrattas say : 


That it is delightful to observe the tokens of 
divine favor granted to this oldest of the missions 
under the care of this Board. The establishment 
of the Bombay mission, associated, as it is, with 
the labors and faith of the late Gordon Hall, one 
of the brightest lights in the firmament of mis- 
sions, illustrated the special providence of God 
in a peculiar manner. 

That mission has been strengthened the past 
year by the arrival of three missionaries, an ac- 
count of whose sailing was given in the last An- 


Annual Meeting of the Board. 





nual Report. As there is an unusual number of 
readers in that part of Southern India, it is mat- 
ter of gratitude that the whole Bible is now trans- 


lated into the Mahratta —_ . 

The preaching force of Tamodeagger mis- 
sion has been increased by the licensure of two 
native converts who promise great usefulness in 
that field. Preaching tours have been taken by 
some of the missionaries, in which, in addition to 
oral instruction, many tracts and portions of 
Scripture have been distributed. Although no 
revivals have rejoiced the hearts and strength- 
ened the hands of the missionaries there, yet the 
great Head of the Church bas been graciously 
present, cheering them in their arduous work, 
and permitting them to see some fruits of their 
labor. Several additions have been made to the 
churches under their care the last year, even 
gon than the average of the increase of New 

ngland churches. e cannot but hope that 
this field, watered by the Lys oy and tears of 
holy men who have entered into their rest, will 
yet bud and blossom as the rose. 


The report of the committee on the Tamil 
missions is as follows: 


The names of Poor, Spaulding and Meigs, in- 
dicate the age and rank of the mission at Ceylon, 
and forcibly suggest the truth of the remark, that 
they are “ beginning to think about exchanging, 
very soon, the sword and helmet for the harp and 
crown.”’ An entire generation has passed on 
since they entered into their present field ; R 
during the whole period, they have been doing 

re-eminently “a work of faith and patience. 
if the gigantic difficulties which beset their la- 
bors at the very outset, have but slowly given 
way, the amount of good already accomplished 
is, nevertheless, inc a? great. . 

One very encouraging fact is the spreadi 
influence of the gospel among “ the masses.” To 
their wants it is eminently adapted ; and they, 
“the common people,” have been ous 
first class, in any nation, to “hear it gladly.” 
On the score of learning and affluence and gen- 
eral influence, the many are often far inferior in 
importance to the few. But in reference to the 
ultimate salvation of the soul, all are on the same 
footing ; and the great question is, how many can 
be saved? In this respect, then, the Ceylon 
mission affords occasion for devout thanksgivings 
to the God of missions. 

It is an undeniable fact, that in connection with 
this mission infidelity has, of late, seemed to be 
increasing. Evidently, however, it is only devel- 
opment, and not actual augr.entation. When 

nations are evangelized, by the combined 
influences of education and Christianity, with a 
certain class of temperaments, the intellectual 
will always be carried in advance of the heart. 
Multitudes will a by renouncing paganism, 
without immediately embracing anything in its 
stead. They are no more infidels in relation to 
the gospel, than they were before; and your 
committee can, therefore, regard the fact in ques- 
tion, as only an indirect evidence of the progress 
which the truth is certainly making at Ceylon. 

In respect to the Madras and Madura missions, 
the most striking fact is the conflict now fone 
on between Christianity and caste. With the 
very genius and power of caste, Christianity is 
evidently coming into closer and closer antago- 
nism. ‘The idea, that all Christians may not meet 
at the same communion table, merely because of 
such factitious repellencies as caste creates, would 
defeat the very design of Christianity. 

Your committee confidently hope, that the re- 
sistence, by gospel means, to the whole system of 








caste, so unnatural and unchristian as that system 
is, will not cease or be relaxed, till it is univer- 
sally overthrown. At the same time, the friends 
of missions should expect that the destruction of 
a system, thus woven into the very fabric of 
society, will temporarily throw off large numbers 
of nominal converts and friends, who had never 
been detached from paganism by the power of a 
new and inward life. 


The committee on Siam, China and Borneo 
say, in relation to the first of these missions : 

During the past year, the missionary relation 
of Messrs. Bradley and Caswell to the Board 
has been dissolved. The causes which led to 
this dissolution, and the course of the Prudential 
Committee in relation to it, are fully stated in the 
Report. On a careful consideration of these, 
your committee have been brought unanimously 
and fully to approve the action of the Prudential 
Committee. In 1845, some of the members of 
the Siam mission brought to the notice of the 
Committee the change of views adopted and 
zealously advocated by Messrs. Bradley and 
Caswell, on the subject of sinless perfection in 
this life, and the unhappy influence which this 
had exerted upon the good feeling and union of 
the mission, for three or four years, and assuming 
continually a more serious aspect. Atthe same 
time, a letter was received from Mr. Caswell, in 
which he confessed his change of views, and re- 
marked, “1 know that in one sense I have for- 
feited my claim on the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions for support. I 
have entertained views which I did not hold 
when I entered its employ, and which, by most 
of the patrons of the Board, are considered at 
variance with the teachings of the Bible. So far 
as it relates to any rights of mine as an individ- 
ual, the Board might withdraw its support with- 
out any farther consideration of the subject.” He, 
however, deprecated such a result. About the 
same time, Doct. Bradley sent a communication 
embodying his views touching the doctrine of 
sanctification in this life, in nineteen articles, and, 
shortly after, a supplementary statement. The 
subject was now brought before the Prudential 
Committee. ‘Their course, and the character 
and spirit of the correspondence of the Secreta- 
ry, bring to your Committee the strong convic- 
tion of the forbearance and kindness evinced by 
them while seeking to be faithful to the trust com- 
mitted to them. 

It is plainly of the highest importance, that 
any radical departure from the truths in which 
the patrons of the Board are united, and forming 
the basis on which it is constituted, should be 
vigilantly marked ; and, if fully avowed and per- 
sisted in, such departure must involve the disso- 
lution of the missionary relation. The corres- 
pondence shows the desire that a — and 
restoring influence might be induced, and that 
the brethren, if they should desist from contro- 
a, and devote themselves exclusively and 

tally to their missionary work, would experi- 
ence such healing and restoring influence. In 
this the Prudential Committee were disappointed. 
The evils from this source continued and in- 


creased, impairing not only the harmony and ef- 
ficiency of the mission, but threatening its exist- 
ence. It was not till after the return of Doct. 


Bradley to America, and after signifying his 
change of views on the subject of baptism, that, 
at the request of Doct. B., the missionary rela- 
tion was dissolved. 

Your committee are entirely satisfied with the 
course of the Prudential Committee, and deem 
their faithfulness exercised with great forbear- 
ance and kindness. The confidence is enter- 


Annual Meeting of the Board. 





Orc. 
tained, that they will ever sedulously guard those 
truths in which the patrons of this d are uni- 


ted, in connection with the great work of mis- 
sions, “ the preaching of the gospel.” 

The Prudential Committee state that “they 
are not able to decide, at present, what is the 
duty of the Board in respect to the continuance 
of this mission.” The mission now consists of 
but one missionary and his wife. The Board of 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church have a mis- 
sion in the same field. Your committee are of the 
opinion, that it would best subserve the interests 
oF the cause of missions to relinquish the mission 
in Siam, and strengthen missionary stations in 
other fields, or institute new ones. ‘They, there- 
fore, recommend to the Board, that they author- 
ize the Prudential Committee, if, in view of all 
circumstances, they shall deem it expedient, to 
relinquish the missionary station at Siam. 


Of another of these missions the same com- 
mittee say : 

The mission in Borneo, which, for some time, 
has been feeble, and has needed reinforcement in 
numbers, has, during the year past, been visited 
with affliction by death and ill health among its 
members The death of Mr. ‘Thomson, whose 
return to America, it was hoped, would prove 
serviceable to the interests of the mission, by re- 
inforcing its strength, the ill health of Mr. and Mrs. 
Youngblood, and the loss of Mr. Steele’s health 
who was laboring, solitary, in a most devoted 
spirit, render it probable that before this time mis- 
sionary operations in Borneo are, for the present, 
broken up. This mission was formed under 
auspices of the Reformed Dutch Church, shortly 
after the arrangement with the American Board 
for conducting their missions. Netherlands India 
was selected by the Reformed Dutch Church, in 
the hope that affinity with the Reformed Church 
of Holland, in descent and in common stand- 
ards, would procure, perhaps, peculiar facilities 
and advantages for prosecuting the work of mis- 
sions. This hope was disappointed ; and the ex- 
elusive governmental policy interposed, at first, 
hindrances and delays; and, at last, the field 
allowed, was limited to Borneo. ‘'he missiona- 
ries, who had previously pursued the study of the 
Chinese language, soon afterwards were trans- 
ferred, at their own desire, to China. The pre- 
vious reports of the Board exhibit the faithful 
labors, the heavy trials by sickness and death, 
and the very devoted spirit of the small mission- 
ary band in Borneo. The appeals for missionary 
aid, it is to be regretted, were not responded to 
in the Reformed Dutch Church; yet, with unfail- 
ing faith and strong attachment, they zealously 
cleaved to Borneo as their missionary home. 
Though the mission be at present broken up, we 
believe the precious grain will not be lost; and, 
whether it shall spring up in the revival of the 
mission, or in other ways, Seavidenee must unfold, 

This mission is here referred to, because the 
breaking up of a mission is somewhat singular in 
the history of the missions of the American 
Board, and also in order to bear the expression 
of the members of the Reformed Dutch Church, 
on this committee, of their grateful acknowledge- 
ment of the watchful care over, and anxious re- 
gard for this mission, which the Prudential Com- 
mittee have ever cherished and evinced; and 
also the kind intercourse between the Secretaries 
of the American Board and the Board of For- 
eign Missions of the Reformed Dutch Church 
which has existed. 


In regard to the remaining missions the com- 
mittee briefly add : 
During the past year, a reinforcement to the 
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China missions has been sent out. At the differ- 
ent stations, the fairest prospects are unfolding ; 
and the preparatory work for the great harvest, 
to be gathered in that wide and populous field, is 
advancing. 


The committee on that part of the report which 
refers to the Sandwich Islands, say : 


A greater degree of interest attaches to these 
Islands than their size and population might ap- 
ar to justify ; from the remarkable success which 
as there attended the efforts of the Board in 
the establishment of Christian missions; from the 
neral progress of the people in civilization and 
the elevation of their moral and social condition ; 
from the influence they exert, and are destined to 
exert, upon the character of our seamen; from 
their growing importance to our country, on ac- 
count of the new territory occupied on the Pa- 
cific, which will so rapidly increase our inter- 
course with them ; and from the remarkable fact, 
now anticipated, that in the course of the ensuin 
ss by means of the establishment of severa 
ines of steam vessels they will be brought within 
forty days of the city of New York. 

It is worthy of note, as a favorable indication 
of the wempee oe. | power of the gospel, that the 
population which has been gradually diminishing, 
from the discovery of the Islands by Captain 
Cook, has during the past year exhibited a small 
increase. 

Evidences are continually presented in the un- 
solicited testimony of distmguished individuals, 
officers of the navy, scientific travelers, commer- 
cial agents, and consular functionaries, (many of 
whom have confessed to earlier prejudices against 
this and other missions,) to the wonderful effects 
produced among the Islanders, by the establish- 
ment of the institutions of religion and the means 
of education among them. 

The tokens of advancing civilization are many 
and palpable. Roads are built; bridges and 
aqueducts are constructed ; a better — of dress 
and architecture prevails; substantial houses of 
worship are erected by the people; and schools, 
upon a well approved system, are sustained by 
the Government. ‘l'his increase of the arts and 
the comforts of civilized life, as well as the 
spiritual blessings which God has dispensed by 
their instrumentality, is the result of the faithful 
and wise endeavors of the missionaries. It is but 
justice here to call attention to the death of Rev. 
William Richards, one of the earliest, most inde- 
fatigable, and most successful members of the 
mission. ‘To his prudent, well advised, and 
earnest endeavors, and to his influence in the af- 
fairs of the Government, very much of the present 
happy and prosperous state of affairs is owing. 

1€ committee would also draw attention to 
the increasing amount contributed by the Is- 
landers themselves towards the support of their 
own missions, to the contributions made by them 
for the support of missions in other places, and to 
the reasonable and confident belief that during 
the life time of some of the first missionaries who 
visited these then barbaric islands, pleasant signs 
will be visible of the reflex and reproductive influ- 
ence of Christian missions. 


The report of the committee on the Oregon 
Indians, Choctaws, and Cherokees, is as follows : 


It becomes us humbly to recognize the hand of 
God, in the sad event which has occurred in the 
Oregon mission. This has been permitted, not 
to discourage us, but for the trial of our faith. 

re are important lessons to be learned from 
such dispensations of Providence. ‘They are well 
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adapted to make us feel more deeply our de- 
pendence on the arm of the mighty God of Jacob. 


In the history of the efforts of this Board to 
christianize the Choctaws and Cherokees, we 
find much to awaken the liveliest gratitude to God. 
The Lord has done great things for us. If the 
gospel has not accomplished all for these people, 
im their civil and sonal relations, which the friends 
of the Redeemer among us could desire, very 
happy results have been secured. For twenty 
years past, the spirit of grace has been almost 
continually descending, especially upon the Choc- 
taws. e find evidence of this, not only in the 
organization of churches, and frequent additions 
to them of hopeful converts, but also in the gen- 
eral advance made in the arts and comforts of civ- 
ilized life. It is well worthy of notice how much 
these red men are doing to diffuse, through their 
nations, the blessings of education. It will be 
seen, by a reference to the report itself, that large 
sums of money are annually appropriated to this 
object. 

Ve are debtors, very deeply, to the Indians of 
our country, aud we feel the need of wisdom from 
above, so to conduct our operations as to pro- 
mote, in the highest degree, their temporal and 
eternal good. 


Control of Missionaries and Mission Churches. 


At the meeting of the Board held in Buffalo, 
1847, the Prudential Committe were requested to 
submit a written report, at the next annual meet- 
ing, on the nature and extent of the control to be 
exercised over missionaries, and the responsibility 
of the Board for their instructions, as also for the 
character of the churches. This was presented 
to the Board accordingly, at an early stage of 
the meeting ; but as the members had not time to 
give the subject that considerate attention which 
its importance demanded, the final disposition of 
the same was postpored, after a single amend- 
ment had been adopted, to the next annual meet- 
ing, the Committee being authorized to print the 
report as amended, with such modifications as 
might seem desirable. ‘This document, as thus 
amended and modified, is as follows : 


The Board adopted the following Resolution 
at its Jast Annual Sheeting, viz :—* "That the Pru- 
dential Committce be requested to present a 
written report, at the next annual meeting, on the 
nature and extent of the control which is to be 
exercised over the missionaries under the care of 
the Board; and the moral responsibility of the 
Board for the nature of the teaching of the mis- 
sionaries, and for the character of the churches.” 
The Prudential Committee have attended to this 
duty, and present the following Report. 

It will be seen, that this call upon the Pruden- 
tial Committee involves a discussion of the whole 
working of the system of Foreign Missions. We 
must determine the ecclesiastical standing and 
liberty of missionaries, and of the churches they 
gather — the heathen; inquire whether 
ecclesiastical liberty be not as safe for missiona- 
ries abroad, as for pastors at home, and whether 
missionaries and pastors are not in fact controlled 
by similar means and influences ; show in what 
manner missionaries are obtained, what are the 
nature and force of their voluntary engagements, 
what are the powers and responsibilities of the 
Board, and what is the actual extent of the claims 
of missionaries upon the Board and upon the 








churches. This will exhibit the working of the 

inciple of voluntary association in missions, 
involving, as the main reliance, influences that 
bear directly on the reason, judgment and heart, 


and a brief mention must be made of the more | A 


important of these influences. ‘The Prudential 
Committee will also be ex to show the 
tion of the constitution of the Board to its 
various trusts and duties. In respect to the 
native mission churches, the inquiry will arise, 
how far they ought to be independent of the 
jurisdiction of all bodies of men in this country ; 
w they are to be trained to self-support and 
self-government; what expectations it is reasona- 
ble to cherish concerning them; and what are 
the responsibilities of the rd for the teaching 
of the missionaries, and for the character of the 
mission churches. 


I. 
THE MISSIONARIES. 


1. THE ECCLESIASTICAL LIBERTY BELONGING 
TO MISSIONARIES. 


The Board affirmed at Brooklyn, in the year 
1845, that “the missionaries acting under the 
commission of Christ, and with the instructions of 
the New Testament before them, are themselves 
at first, and subsequently in connection with the 
churches they have gathered, the rightful and 
exclusive judges of what constiwtes adequate 
evidence of piety and fitness for church-fellowship 


in we converts.” ‘ 
t was doubtless intended, by this declaration, 


to recognize the missionaries under the care of the 
Board as entitled to equal liberty, in all ecclesi- 
astical matters, with ministers at home. They 
certainly are equally the miuisters, messengers, 
and ambassadors of Christ; they equally receive 
from him their call, commission, office and work. 
As a body, they sustain to the churches at home 
a relation equally as close as do the body of the 
pastors. he several Christian denominations 
acting through the Board have, in all practicable 
ways, given to the missionaries it has sent forth 
their countenance, sanction, and adoption. “These 
missionaries,” says a standard work on the Con- 
stitution of the Congregational Churches, “ may 
justly be considered as sent abroad by the 
churches, inasmuch as they are supported by 
their contributions, attended by their en and 
protected by their constant solicitude. It is true 
that the immediate agents, in designing and ar- 
ranging their departure, are Missionary Societies; 
but these Societies, when the subject is rightly 
considered, are only the agents and representa- 
tives of the churches.”* It should be added, that 
the missionaries are ordained to their office, as 
really as pastors, and by the direct representa- 
tives of the churches, and with the same formali- 
ties, and almost always with the — that 
they are to be sent forth and directed y the 
Board. In this manner, the Board itself has 
been recognized by the churches and accredited 
as an Agent in the work of foreign missions; as 
it has been, also, by resolutions and other formal 
acts of General Associations, Synods, and Gene- 
ral Assemblies, and by thousands of collections 
in aid of its funds made in the house of God on 
the Sabbath, and at other times and places, with 
concurrence of pastors and churches. 

The denial that a missionary is an office-bearer 
until a Christian church has invited him to take 
the oversight of it in the Lord, is made in utter 
forgetfulness, as it would seem, of the commission 
by which a preaching ministry was originally 
instituted. The primary and pre-eminent design 
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of that commission was to create the missionary 
office, and to perpetuate it till the gospel should 
have been preached to every creature. 
It is not claimed for missionaries that they are 
since they have not the “sigus of an 
Apostle,” and since the apostolical office was not 
successive and communicable to others. That 
office was extraordinary, in the range both of its 
objects and its powers, and the Apostles can have 
no proper successors. Missionaries are Evange- 
lists. They do the work of Evangelists, and 
such they are, as Timothy and Titus were in 
the primitive missions, and as Eusebius says 
many were in the second century. “ “ad 
says that historian, “having merely laid the 
foundations of the faith, and ordained other pas- 
tors, committed to them the cultivation of the 
churches nowly planted; while they themselves, 
supported by the grace and co-operation of God, 
led to other countries and nations.” The 
method of conducting missi has, indeed, been 
considerably modified by the altered condition of 
the world ; rendering it possible to send forth a 
far greater number of missionaries than in ancient 
times, and to augment their value as instruments 
and to accelerate what may be called national 
conversions, by sending missionaries forth in the 
family state, and making their labors less itinerant 
and transitory than in early times; but the true 
relation of missionaries to the churches at home, 
and to the heathen world, appears to be that of 
Evangelists. 

Considering the weakness and waywardness 
so generally found in men just emerging from 
heathenism, native pastors must, for a time, and in 
certain respects, be practically subordinate to the 
missionaries, by whom their churches were formed 
and through whom, it may be, they are them- 
selves partially supported. This is true, also, of 
the mission churches; as will be explained in 
another part of this report. Should a practical 
parity, in all respects, be insisted on between the 
missionaries and the native pastors, in the early 

riods when every thing is in a forming state, it 
is not seen how the native ministry can be trained 
to system and order, and enabled to stand alone, 
or even to stand at all. As with ungoverned 
children, self-sufficiency, impatience of restraint, 
jealousy, and other hurtful passions will be de- 
veaped The native pastors themselves are, for 
a season, but ‘ babes in Christ,’ children in expe- 
rience, knowledge and character. And hence 
missionaries, who entertain the idea that ordina- 
tion must have the effect to place the native pas- 
tors at once ona perfect equality with themselves, 
are often backward in intrusting the responsibili- 
ties of the pastoral office to natives. ‘Ihey fear, 
and justly, the effects of this sudden comparative 
exaltation; especially when aggravated by ordi- 
nation formalities, multiplied and magnified be- 
yond the scriptural precedents ; involving a con- 
vocation of ministers and people, an ordination 
sermon, a formal charge, perhaps a right hand of 
fellowship, and possibly an address setting forth 
the importance of the occasion, in place of the 
simple laying on of hands and prayer, as in the 
ee ordinations. All this may be well in 
old Christian communities ; but whatever advan- 
tages it is supposed to have among the heathen, 
these are thought to be overbalanced by its ten- 
dency to inflame the self-conceit and ambition 
remaining in the heart of the heathen convert, 
however carefully he may have been educated in 
the doctrines and duties of Christianity. We 
scarcely need any great amount of experience, 
indeed, when our thoughts are once turned to 
the subject, to see that there is wisdom in the 
— view of the pastoral) office in mission 

, and in their mode of bringing forward 
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a native ministry and training it for independent 
action. 

It must be obvious, that the view just taken of 
this subject involves no danger to the future parity 
of the native ministry, considered in their rela- 
tions to each other ; for, in the nature of things, 
the missionary office is scarcely more successive 
and communicable to the native pastors, than 
was the apostolical office to evangelists. 

The point specially insisted on is this,—that 
ministers of the gospel lose none of their ecclesi- 
astical standing and liberty by engaging in the 
work of foreign missions. No plea for abridging 
their ecclesiastical liberties can be founded on the 
fact of their support coming from the churches at 
home ; because the obligation of the churches to 
su missionaries, rests on precisely the same 
basis with the obligation of missionaries to be- 
come such. Both the service aud the support are 
to be rendered as a duty owed to Christ. The 
one is no more voluntary, no more optional, no 
more a work of supererogation, than the other. 
Missionaries are no more objects of charity, or 
beneficiaries, than are pastors at home. ‘Their 
labors as truly entitle them to a support from 
some quarter. When the reality of the mission- 
ary’s call from the Head of the Church to go on 
a mission has been settled by competent and ac- 
knowledged testimony, an obligation arises and 
exists somewhere, to send him forth and support 
him. And afier he has gone into the field, he 
can no more properly be starved out of his appro- 
priate liberty by those to whom he looks for sup- 
port, than he can be /egislated out of it by those 
who direct his labors. Nor do missionaries be- 
come, in any servile sense, the servants of those 
who support them; they are not their hired-ser- 
vants. but their fellow-servants. Christ is their 
common spiritual Head, and he sends his mis- 
sionaries forth a free ministry. AnJ the Board 
seeks to accommodate itself to this principle in 
Christ’s kingdom. ‘ With great care, it seeks 
oul competent men as missionaries and worthy 
of confidence ; and then sends them out under 
the broad commission of the great Head of the 
church, to preach the gospel to every creature— 
themselves free, to propagate a free Christianity 
in the field of their labors. With a scrupulous 
regard for the rights of the missionaries in this 

articular, it places them among the perishing 

eathen, to gather as many as possible into the 
fold of Christ, and there leaves them, in the free 
and untrammeled exercise of their own judgment, 
under a due sense of accountability to Christ, to 
decide on the spot. in each particular case as it 
occurs, what is sufficient evidence of genuine 
conversion, aud what is the proper and sufficient 
ground for the admission of the heathen convert 
to the privileges of the Christian Church ”* 

When the Committee come to treat of the 
checks and influences under which missionaries 
operate, it will be seen that this degree of liberty 
is compatible with as perfect a responsibility, as 
is attainable in the present state of human nature 
and of the world. But it is important to remark 
here, that this responsibility can never be per- 
fectly enforced except by guarding the religious 
liberties of missionaries with the most scrupulous 
care. Men must be free, and must feel that they 
are free, in order to rise to the fall capacity and 
oy of moral agents, and be subjected to the 
full control of law, reason, and the moral sense 
And, of all gospel ministers, the missionary 
among the heathen most needs to have his mind 
and spirit erect, and to feel that all good men are 
his brethren. ‘This is necessary to the unity, 
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ce, order and efficiency of every mission. 
he law of liberty is an all-pervadiung law ia 
Christ’s kingdom. 


2. HOW THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MISSIONA- 
ARIES IS SECURED. 


So far as the Committee can rely on the expe- 
rience of more than thirty years, they regard it 
as not less safe to concede ecclesiastical libert 
to missionaries, than to pastors. And how emi- 
nently safe it has beeu at home, the last two cen- 
turies can testify. In each of the denominations 
of Christians represented in this Board, the un- 
derstanding, conscience, and heart of ministers 
are supposed to operate with equal freedom in the 
performance of their spiritual duties; and it is 
the prevalent belief, in each of these denomina- 
tions, that this liberty could not be advanta- 
geously diminished. 

What the Prudential Committee are to show is 
this :— T'hat foreign missionaries are subjected to 
similar controlling influences with pastors at home. 
These influences are exerted in the selection of 
missionaries ; in their voluntary engagements ; 
in the terms of their pecuniary support; in their 
mutual watchfulness over soa other ; and in the 
direct influence of truth upon their minds and 
hearts. 

1. Missionaries are, in an important sense, se- 
lected for the work, and it thus comes to pass that 
they have, as a body, a trust-worthy character. 

he Board does not, indeed, extend a “call” 
to them, as churches do to those whom they 
would have for their pastors. This has some- 
times been recommended, as preferable to the 
course now pursued. But few missionaries would 
be obtained in this way. The missionary spirit 
has not yet strong hold enough upon the churches, 
or upon the colleges and theological seminaries, 
for the adoption of such a plan. Were the re- 
sponsibility to be thus taken from students and 
candidates for the ministry, and assumed by mis- 
sionary institutions, the young men in our theo- 
lo ical. schools would seldom be found in a state 
of mind or in circumstances to give an affirma- 
tive answer to a “call,” by the time their char- 
acters and qualifications should have been suffi- 
ciently developed to warrant one. It is found to 
be better to Jay the case before all, and leave the 
result to the providence and grace of God. Con- 
secration to the foreign missionary work for life 
involves a somewhat peculiar experience of its 
own; and the earlier and more thoroughly that 
experience is wrought in the soul, the better is 
the ee of continuance and usefulness in the 
work of missions. 

The Committee have been accustomed, gener- 
ally, to wait for written offers from the candidates 
to go as missionaries under the direction of the 
Board. These are usually made some time be- 
fore the theological course of studies is com- 
pleted, and are commonly preceded by personal 
conferences or an informal correspondence with 
the Secretaries. The offer is accompanied by 
testimonials from pastors, instructors in coll 
and seminaries, and others. If the testimony be 
decisive and satisfactory, the individual is invited 
to visit the Missionary House in Boston. This 
arrangement is found useful and satisfactory to 
all parties. There is now, if there bas not been 
before, a free conference with him as to his reli- 
gious principles and experience, his social rela- 
tions, his motives in choosing the missionary 
work, his adaptations and preferences with re- 
spect to a field of labor, and whatever else is im- 
portant in determining the question of his appeint- 
ment and designation. Should it now appear to 
be the condidste’s duty not to engage in a for- 
eign mission, it is generally easy to convince him 








of the fact, and his case does not ee 
formal action on the part of 1 Comasinten 
Where the duty to go is clear, an appointment 
follows. The candidate next seeks ordination, at 
his discretion, from some ecclesiastical body ; 
which body subjects him to as thorough an exam- 
ination, as it he were to settle as a pastor. He 
is not taken on trust from the Board, but his call 
to the missionary work is brought under a re- 
newed investigation. 

It is believed that the missionaries laboring in 
connection with this Board are equal, as to min- 
isterial qualifications and character, to the body 
of pastors in either denomination represented in 
the Board, in any one of the States of the Union; 
and this fact is evidently one of great importance, 
in an inquiry as to the =e of exerting a 
reasonable control over their proceedings. 

2. Missionaries come voluntarily under similar 
= with pastors at home. 

pastor’s engagements are made to his 
church and people, to the body that ordains him, 
and, through that body, to the churches; in addi- 
tion to his solemn and well-understood vows to 
his Lord and Master. The missionary’s engage 
ments are to the Board, acting in the way of a 
general superintendence over his ings as 
a missionary, and to the ordaining body, and, 
through those bodies, to the community from 
which he isto derive his su 3 and he also 
makes explicit vows to his Divine Master. 

The missionary engages, on accepting his ap- 
pointment. to conform to the rules and regulations 
of the Board, the nature of which he is supposed 
distinctly to understand. He thus pledges him- 
self, among other things, to be governed by the 
majority of votes in his mission, in regard to all 
questions that arise in their proceedings ; the pro- 
ceedings being subject to the revision of the 
Prudential Commitiee. He comes, moreover, 
under —_—_ other distinct and "i tes which 

—(1.) Asto his manner of life ; which 
eed o exemplary piety and ian to 
his work. (2.) As to his teaching ; which must 
be conformed to the evangelical doctrines gener- 
ally received by the churches, and set forth in 
their well-known Confessions of Faith. And (3.) 
As to ecclesiastical usages ; to which he must con- 
form substantially as they prevail among the 
churches operating through the Board. He must 
hold to a parity among the clerical brethren of 
his mission. He must hold to the validity of in- 
fant a He must admit only such to the 
Lord’s Supper, as give credible evidence of faith 
in Christ. So far as his relation to the Board and 
his standing in the mission are concerned, he is 
of course not — to conform his proceedings 
to any other book of discipline than the New 
Testament. 

3. The missionary’s claim for continued sup- 

, like that of the pastor, depends upon his 
filling his en, nts. 

Unless faithful to these gements, the mis- 
sionary cannot claim a continuance of his sup- 
port. And the Board not only may, but it must 
insist on his performance of them. It is bound 
to know, that the missionary preaches the gospel 
and administers the ordinances aecording to his 

and implied pledges; which of course 

be must do, or retire from his connection. 
_ The responsibilities and of the Board, 
im this aspect of the case, are easily defined 
While it cannot depose a missionary from the 
ministry. nor silence him as a preacher, nor cut 
him off from the church, it can dissolve what it 
formed, namely, his connection with itself and 
pe ne we While the Board oe 
lish new princi in matters purely ecclesi 
aeeipbalpedieetedendon tt coin 
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are generally acknowledged by the churches, 
and were rstood to be porte Ave toe by the 
missionaries when sent to their fields. While the 
Board may not require that baptism shall alwa 
be performed ya mee nor forbid that 
Lord’s Supper be administered to converts 
afier they have given what the missionaries be- 
lieve to be credible and satisfactory evidence 
of piety; it may require, (for such are the estab- 
lished and acknowledged usages,) that he receive 
none into the church, except such as are believed 
to be truly pious persons; that he baptize in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; 
and that he do not refuse baptism to infant 
children of the church. 

Where the opinions of ihe great body of its 
patrons are divided in regard to the /fucts of 
Seripwure, the Board may not undertake to de- 
cide, positively, as to the nature of those facts, 
with a view to binding the conduct of its mission- 
aries. Such a fact, at present, is admission 
of slaveholders into the apostolical churches. 
The Board may not undertake to decide, that 
this elass of persons was certainly admitied to 
church-membership by the Apostles, nor that they 
were excluded, in such a way as to have the 
effect on the missionaries of a statute, injunction, 
or Scripture doetrine, in respect to the admission 
of such persons into churches now to be gathered 
in heathen nations where slavery is found. ‘The 
Board, the Prudential Committee, and the See- 
retaries may have their opinions on this subject 
as well as on all others, and (as will be sta 
more fully hereafter) may freely express those 
opinions :n their correspondence with the mission- 
aries, and ought to do so, if they see occasion, 
with such reasonings, persuasions and remon- 
strances, as they may think coe. But they 
cannot properly B° farther. Nor can the Board 
assume, as the basis of any of its proceedings 
or imply in any manner, that the a stoheal 
usages are not the wisest and best for all modern 
missionaries to follow, who are similarly situated 
with the Apostles. Nor ean it do any thing in 
direet and manifest contrariety to the great Pro- 
testant maxim, on which our own religious liber- 
ties depend, that the Scriptures are the onLY and 
the SUFFICIENT rule of fuith and practice. 

On the other hand, if it was an usage of the 
Apostles to give definite and positive instructions 
to the holders of slaves as to their treatment of 
them—instructions which had a tendency to do 
away the institution—and if such instructions are 
found in their Epistles, then modern missionaries 
may be expected to conform to that usage, and to 

ive the same instructions in like cireuinstances ; 
Lough the time and manner of doing this must 
be referred, in great measure, to their own dis- 
cretion, as with ministers at home, in respect 
to the direct inculcation of specifie duties. ‘The 
successful inculcation of such duties presup 
a certain amount of doctrinal knowledge in those 
who are to be operated upon, as well as of moral 
susceptibility, and also a due adaptation in the 
instructions to time, place, and circumstances. 

But while the Board may require, that the 
missionaries under its care instruct all classes 
of men after the manner of the Apostles, it is not 
at liberty to restrict the missionaries to the iden- 
tical instructions given by the Apostles ; because 
there is no good reason to suppose, that all the 
instructions are recorded in the New Testament, 
which the Apostles were accustomed to give. 
Missionaries may go farther, if their convictions of 
uy sous it, may apply what they regard 
as vious and generally conceded principles 
of the gospel to the case. They have the same 
liberty, in their preaching, with ministers of the 
gospel elsewhere. They may instruct their con- 
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verts, among other things, on the Christian dut 
of fully conceding the right of marriage to the 
slaves; of not holding them as property; of sa- 
credly respecting the relation between husbands 
and wives, and between parents and children ; 
and of securing to all the right of worshiping 
God, and of reading his holy word. And the 
Committee have no hesitation in urging the duty 
of such instruction upon their brethren among the 
heathen ; with the plain inculcation, in the prose- 
cution of their ministry, of whatever obligation 
grows out of the fundamental law of love, as 
given by the Lord Jesus Christ, “‘ Whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
soto them;”—it being ood that the mis- 
sionaries are to have the liberty of exercising 
their discretion as to time aud manner. 

Nor have the Committee any hesitancy in say- 
ing that, since the gospel was so preached by t 
Apostles as ultimately to root out the most exten- 
sive and terrible system of slavery the world has 
ever seen, so ought missionaries now, in times 
and ways within the range of their own discre- 
tion, so to hold up the doctrines, duties and spirit 
of the gospel, that it shall have the same benefi- 
cent tendency on the social condition of the hea- 
then. 

A writer of unquestioned opposition to slavery, 
to whose deuiaiating pen the Board is indebted, 
has justly remarked, that it would seem to be 
within the discretion of a missionary in a slave- 
holding community, whether he will attack slavery 
directly, and by name, or “ whether he will strike 
at some one or more of the things which enter 
essentially into it, and the wrong of which can, in 
the actual circumstances of that community, be 
set home with convincing power upon the con- 
science of the slaveholder.”* 

Slavery is, indeed, at variance with the princi- 
ples of the Christian religion, and must disappear 
m any community, in proportion as the gospel 
gains u the understandings and the hearts of 
men. t the Board and its missionaries are re- 
— to moral means, and these must have -— 

opportunity to exert their appropriate influ- 
ence W ieslenadian should be employed who de- 
serve confidence, and then confidence should be 
reposed in them ; nor should results be required, 
which are beyond the power of their labors to 
produce. Many things which, at first, it might 
seem desirable for the Board to do, are found, 
on a nearer view, to lie entirely beyond its juris- 
diction ; so that to attempt them would be useless, 
nay, a ruinous usurpation. Nor is the Board at 
liberty to withdraw its confidence from mission- 
aries, because of such differences of opinion 
among them, as are lly found and freely 
tolerated in byteries, councils, associations, 
and other bodies here at home. 

Polygamy stands on a somewhat different foot- 
ing from that of slavery. Little difficulty is ap- 

rehended from it in gatheriag native churches. 
The evidence that polygamists were admitted 
into the chureh by the Apostles, is extensively 
and increasing] as inconclusive, by the 
patrons of the Board. We nowhere find instruc- 
tions given in the New Testament to persons 
holding this relation. Nor is there evidence of 
the practice having existed in any of the churches 
—e to the apostolical age. The Commit- 
tee believe, that no positive action by the Board 
in relation to this oakjent, is needed or expedient. 
Unsustained as the practice is by any certain 
precedents in the apostolical churches, and un- 
authorized by a single inspired injunction, the 
native convert will rare'y be able to prove the 
reality of his piety, should he persist in clinging 
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to it, or refuse to provide for the education of 
his children, or for the support of their mothers, 
(when they need such provision,) if he may not 
be permitted to regard the mothers as his wives 

Id the missionary violate his compact in 
respect to the character or amount of his preach- 
ing and teaching ; or in respect to the administra- 
tion of the ordinances of the gospel ; or by refus- 
ing to conform to the resolutions of his mission, 
or of the Prudential Committee, or of the Board, 
or in any other manner; the Prudential Commit- 
tee, on being certified of the fact, is in duty bound 
to consider and act on the bearing this ought to 
have on his relations to the — and his claim 
for a continued support. 

This claim for support, so far as it applies to 
the Board, is understood to be only for an equi- 
table proportion of the sum-total of funds actually 
placed at the disposal of the Board, for the ex- 
penses of the year. ‘The Board can divide only 
what it receives. The missionary goes forth 
trusting in God that there will always be > 
for his wants. He cheerfully incurs the risk, 
whatever it may be, and which past experience 
of God’s goodness shows to be small. And he 
does this the more cheerfully, because his work 
is so eminently a work of faith Mere 
for his support from churches and ecclesiastical 
bodies, are too delusive to be on. It 
is only to a small extent that can be ob- 
tained from individual Christians, and even the 
— import and obligation of these are apt to 

forgotten by those who give them. Nor are 
the formal p' of support given to the Board 
worth any thing, except so far as they represent 
the deep-seated missionary principles and senti- 
ments of the Christian community. There is, 
indeed, no firm footing for the missionary, except 
in the promises of his Lord and Master. Faith in 
Christ is the basis of his enterpri It is so in 
respect to himself, his children, his work, and the 
desired results of all his sacrifices and labors,— 
preéminently so, compared with that of the pas- 
tor athome. And herein lies the ial dignity 
of his calling. He goes on his mission in the dis- 
charge of his own personal duty, because he be- 
lieves his Lord Savior requires him to go as 
his servant and ambassador. If he have a 
view of his mission, he would regard it as lower- 
ing the work immeasurably, to bring in the 
churches, or the Board, as principals; as any 
thing else, indeed, than mere voluntary helpers, 
selected and chosen by himself to carry out the 
benevolent purpose of his own inde nt self- 
consecration. ‘The idea that a mission is a con- 
tract between the churches and the missi in 
any such sense, that he may cease to pe 
missionary labor, and claim a pension, (as the 
servants of the East India roy Aa aftera 
certain number of years, and while he is yet able 
to labor—should it ever become an effective ele- 
ment in the reasoning of missionaries—would 
prove destructive to the faith and vitality of the 
enterprise. If this idea has sometimes been ad- 
vanced by missionaries, it has been when reason- 
ing under the pressure of parental solicitude, and 
im great part on the assumption, that the work of 
publishing the gospel was committed ao 
to the church as a society, or corporate to 
act as a principal in the matter; and as such, in 
the discharge of its own preéminent duty, to send 
forth and support preachers in all the world; 
whereas the command was given to individual 
disciples, before an organi Christian church 
existed, and whatever use was made of social or- 
ganizations during the apostolical age, the work 
was always regarded as the discharge of an indi- 
vidual and personal obligation. It is not less an 
individual and personal duty now, than it was 








then. The enlisting in the missionary a 
is shully seein yen well on the part of the 
missionary who goes abroad, as on the part of 
his fellow-christian who remains at home. They 
are co-workers and mutual helpers; and the co- 
operation of the donor may be as essential to the 
prosecution of the work, as the labors of the mis- 
sionary. On the part of all concerned, the con- 
secration, whether of person or y, must 
be a voluntary offering by individual subjects of 
Christ’s kingdom. Churches, in their organized 
capacity, have no authority to prescribe to an 
one of their members what he must do; but ea 
must decide for himself, as the result of his own 
consciousness of duty and privilege, what he 
t to do, and to what part of the work he 
should devote himself. ht is a question of indi- 
i responsibility. ‘ As we have many mem- 
bers in one body, and all members have not the 
same office, so we, being many, are one body in 
Christ, and every one members one of another ;”” 
and whatever any one does, he is to feel that it 
is in the discharge of his own prescribed duty. 
Christians at home will no more feel that they are 
teally indebted to the missionary, than that the 
missionary is indebted to them. ‘They will no 
more feel, that the missionary is doing their work, 
by going on a mission, than that they are doi 
his, by giving to support him. Each will mand 


himself as a fellow-servant of a common Master, 
engaged im a common service, and jormi 
just part of the work, which the Master has 


assi to him. This view of the subject is 
the correct one, and the only one that 
will comport with the successful prosecution of 
missions, for a prolonged period of time, and on 
an extended scale. It is necessary for all parties 
to feel, that they are discharging only their own 
personal obligations, that they are performing only 
their own appropriate work. 

The system, ar 1 has been described, is found 
to work easily ana well. ‘The missionary is as 
free, in every sense, as the pastor. One is no 
pa me — accountable Fag Pn of 

ing his , than is other. can 
spose chunat himself from his field of labor and 
his work, without the concurrence of the body 
that furnishes the means of his support, than the 
other. ‘The pastor can no more travel at the ex- 
pense of his people, whether for health or busi- 
ness, without their consent, than the missionary 
can do so at the expense of the Board, without the 
consent of the Committee, or, in certain specified 
cases, of his mission. The test embarrass- 
ments experienced in the working of the system, 
are when the Committee are constrained to inter- 
their action in order to relieve a mission 

the influence of one of its own members, 

and where the questions at issue relate to points 
in missionary practice and expediency, with 
which the community at home have not yet had 
opportunity to become fully conversant; or to 
mere matters of fact dependent on testimony, and 
requiring to be heard on both sides oe 
vantage to a disaffected missionary, should he 
choose to address himself to the popular mind. 
In a case of immorality, if it be flagrant, the com- 
pact may be annulled ; and every one is ready to 
appreciate the reason. So if the missionary, 
however conscientiously, break fellowship with 
his brethren, and deny their baptism, or their or- 
dination, his right to continue in the mission would 
cease ;—it being a well-ascertained faet, that such 
Opinions, in addition to violating the understood 
engagements, usually prove destructive to the 
harmony of a mission, when embraced by any of 
its members. same is true if there be error 
in respect to important doctrines of the gospel. 
It is not the mere doctrinal errors that are to 
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be considered, but their distracting, disastrous 
effect on the happiness and efficiency of the mis- 
sion. There is no need of making out forma} 
charges to prove a case of heresy by a formal 
trial, as an ecclesiastical body would dv». The 

tion assumes a plain business form, —whether 
Lovo is an actual departure from the basis, on 
which the missionary appointment was made, and 
what effect it has exerted on the peace and use- 
fulness of the mission, and on the operations of 
the Board. 

That the aetion of the Prudential Committee, 
dissolving the connection of a missionary with 
his — and the Board, is - of a of 
an iasti eeding, technically s ing, 
is evident from Khe fact thet it conven bis pom 
astical relations undisturbed. His regular stand- 
ing, both as a minister of the gospel and a mem- 
ber of the church, is not directly affected. As 
his appointment to the mission did not destroy 
his relations to his association or presbytery, so 
neither does his dismission. The Committee of 
eourse leave the ecclesiastical relations of the 
ease for the ecclesiastical body, (if it choose to 
consider them,) with which the missionary may 
happen, at the time, to be connected. 

ees ofien be found, where difficulties be- 
tween a returned missionary the Committee 
come out to the view of the community, that the 
— difficulty was not between the missionary 
and the Committee, but between the missionary 
and his brethren of the mission; and that the 
Committee interfered and assumed responsibility 
in the matter only when it became necessary, in 
order to relieve the mission from distracting and 
paralyzing divisions. ‘The Board has had as few 
unpleasant relations to its missionaries, it is be- 
heved, in proportion to the number of persons, as 
any other missionary society in the new or old 


world. 

It should be stated, that the missionary has his 
safe-guards, as well as the pastor. The latter is 
not dismissed from his people without the inter- 
vention of a council or presbytery. Such a direct 
ecclesiastical intervention is manifestly impossi- 
ble as the case stands between the missionary 
and his directors. But the Committee do not see 
that the case would be otherwise, were the Board 
elected by an ecclesiastical body, a General As- 
sembly, for instanee. Avs it is, the missionary has 
the right of appeal from the Prudential Committee 
to the large body of ministers and laymen com- 
posing the Board. If the tion between him 
and the Board relate merely to Christian doctrine, 
or to alledged immoralities, and has sufficient im- 
portance to awaken the interest of an ecclesiasti- 
cal body, he can obtain an opinion on his proper 
Christian or ministerial standing from his ney - 
tery, or classis, or from a council, and have the 
benefit of such a result. With this right the 
Committee have never attempted to interfere. 

Enough has been said to show, that whatever 
of salutary influence there is in the connection 
between a pastor’s faithful performance of his 
engagements and the continuance of his support 
from his people, there is no less with the mis- 


sionary. 

But the grand reliance for the proper conduet 
of missionaries, is 

4. On their mutual watchfulness over each 
other, and the direct influence of truth on their 
minds and hearts. 

As soon as a mission contains three or more 
missionaries, it is expected to organize itself as a 
self-governing community, under the laws, regu- 
lations, and general superintendence of the Board. 
Mutual watchfulness thus becomes the official 
duty of each member. It is also in a high sense 
the interest of each ane to exercise a fraternal 
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watchfulness over his brethren, in order to the 
safety and success of the enterprise in which the 
common welfare and happiness are embarked. 
And as brethren in Christ, es members of his 
church, and as jointly and severally his ambassa- 
dors to the heathen,—by the force of each of these 
relations they are impelled to the same duty. 
Nor have the several missions under the care of 
the Board been a whit behind the ecclesiastical 
organizations of their native land in mutual and 
faithful watchfulness. 

The influence of truth on the reason, judgment, 
and heart of missionaries, is mainly through the 
intercourse 7 up with the Christian world, and 
especially with their native land, and through 
their reading and studies, and the reacting effect 
of the faithful discharge of their missionary duties. 

The interest which missionaries feel in their 
native land is not diminished by distance. Their 
home for Christ’s sake, the home of their duty, is 
among the heathen, and grace makes them more 
than willing to live and die there. But nature has 
another home, dear to memory and ever interest- 
ing to thought and feeling, and with this they 
keep up an active correspondence during life. 
It is striking to observe the number of letters 
~~ between missionaries and their friends. 

ect of this correspondence must be great 
in cherishing the social feelings, and especially in 
preserving the desire for a good name in their na- 
tive land. ‘This effect is increased by the reading 
of religious and other newspapers, and of maga- 
zines and books, that are continually going to the 
missions, and causing the public opinion at home, 
on all subjects to bear directly on missionaries, as 
it does on pastors. The Committee have long 
deemed it wise to pursue a liberal policy with re- 
spect to these matters, since well-informed, active 
and growing minds yield most readily to whole- 
some rules and decisions, and to reason and com- 
mon sense. 

The correspondence of the executive officers of 
the Board with particular missions, is more or 
less extended, at different times, according to cir- 
cumstances.- ‘The free use of reasoning has al- 
ways been awarded to them on all subjects, upon 
which they believe it would be useful to corres- 
pond with their brethren in the missions. No 
points are so much in dispute, but the Secretaries 
feel themselves at liberty to advert freely to 
them,—always being subject of course to Love 
their correspondence revised at pleasure by the 
Committee, or by the Board. ‘They may write 
upon caste, polygamy, slavery, creeds, preach- 
ing, education, the use of the press, modes of 
worship, evidence of piety, the Christian life, and 
numberless other kindred subjects. And they 
may give all the weight they can to their argu- 
ments, by bringing the experience of other mis- 
sions and what they know of the state of the pub- 
lic mind at home to bear on the questions at issue. 
The religious newspapers and other periodicals 
furnish the means of performing this latter ser- 
vice in respect to all subjects that interest and 
excite the community. It is believed to be the 
duty of the Secretaries, acting under the direc- 
tion of the Committee, to see that the missions 
are well furnished with the lights of truth. The 
Committee have had ample evidence of the value 
of this method of cont No class of ministers 
— more select than that which is engaged in 
the foreign missions, on none does correct reason- 
ing, and especially that which is founded on the 
word of God, have more influence. In general, 


nothing more is needed, in the actual relations 
and responsibilities of missionaries, to control the 
Opinions and operations of a mission, than 
scriptural arguments. And in all cases affecting 
the conscience, the less there is of an appearance 
of authority, the better the result. 
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Libraries are connected with the several mis- 
sions, some of which are large and valuable ; the 
material for labor, in all the departments is abun- 
dantly supplied ; and the missionary, in common 
with the pastor, has his peculiar inducements to 
study, and to cultivate his mind and heart, grow- 
ing out of the exigencies of his position. And 
the more devoted, laborious, and faithful he is in 
his work, the less need does he commonly stand 
in of influence and direction from without. Truth, 
conscience, a sense of duty, regard for unity and 

ace, deference to public opinion, and concern 
‘or God’s glory and the good of mankind,— 
things such as these (not without some thought, 
it may be, of engagements to the Board and its 
patrons, and of the inconveniences resulting from 
their violation,) have rarely failed to be sufficient, 
with the divine blessing, to secure order and effi- 
ciency in the working of Christian missions in 
foreign lands. In other words, it is the blessing 
of God on the free and vigorous working of the 
voluntary principle in missions, based on Christ- 
ian piety and intelligence. 

he Committee believe it would be found, on 
a careful examination of the history of missions, 
that no method of controlling missionaries differ- 
ing substantially from the one described in this 
report, has ever been effectual. Protestant mis- 
sions, especially, and most of all from this coun- 
try, can in no other way be long kept in existence. 

Should it be supposed, that the great distance 
of the missions from the community which sup- 
ports them, must weaken the controlling influence, 
two things are to be considered :—(1.) The pub- 
lie attention is more generally and intently Fred 
on the conduct of the missionaries, than it is upon 
that of ministers any where athome. (2.) There 
is no a probability that all the members of 
one of the larger missions will go wrong together, 
or will countenance one of their own number in 
so doing, than that there will be similar wrong- 
doing in almost any body of ministers, of equal 
numbers, which can be named in our own coun- 
try. For they are as intelligent, as pious, have 
as much principle and sense of character, and as 
much desire to please God and do good; and 
they know that they are watched, by Christians 
over the world. 

It is due to the patrons of the Board, who 
may entertain doubts whether its constitution is 
well adapted to secure the safest and most effi- 
cient prosecution of missions — the heathen, 
to advert briefly to the subject; in , the dis- 
cussion would not otherwise be complete. 

The Prudential Committee have not been able 
to see that the Board would increase its working 
power, by any considerable changes in its con- 
stitution. So far, indeed, as the greater part of 
New England is concerned, there does not seem 
to be a possibility of forming what is called an 
Ecclesiastical Board, unless the relations of the 
Con, tional churches to each other are first 
essentially modified. And were such a Board to 
be created, it would no more possess authority to 
perform purely ecclesiastical acts, than has the 
present Board. The Committee presume that it 
would not be wise to attempt a change in the 
present — gy until ¢ nego the 
change are cle posed and unders 
and well considers ale until there is 
reason to believe the new or modified organiza- 
tion would work better than the present ; that it 
will command more confidence at home among 
the churches, and more abroad with the mission- 
aries; and that it will secure the confidence 
which the present Board has gained in the mer- 
cantile world. Our fathers were providentially 
led to adopt the existing form of organization for 
conducting — missions, as best adapted to 








their day ; and when the existing form is found 
not to bw the purpose, their children will 
doubtless es it. It was instituted solely for 
the s of t spel among the heathen, and 
in times favorable for taking an unbiassed view 
of the subject ; and hitherto it has actually work- 
ed betier than any of - - ae ay ow = 
expect. it has, indeed, signal j t 
blessing of God. The ¢ aitendance aun intrest 
at its annua! meetings, the responses to its appeals 
for funds, the en and character of a a 
who go as its missionaries, the success of its mis- 
sions, and the standing it is permitted to hold in 
the estimation of Christians generally —place it 
on a footing with other kindred institutions, 
whether voluntary or ecclesiastical. Nor does it 
ar to have less hold than other societies on 
confidence, affection, and conduct of its mis- 
sionaries, nor u the community to which it 
looks for support. Those who suppose that the 
leading motive with the community to contribute 
funds for the support of a system of missions, is 
in the origin of a missionary society, or in the 
form of its constitution, fall into an error. It is 
rather in the number and importance of the mis- 
sions ; in the tokens of God's presence in those 
missions ; in the evidence of judgment, faithful- 
ness, and energy in the administration. The es- 
sential thing F ndess is, that the contributors 
have the means of mening satisfactory evi- 
dence that their money is well employed. This 
they have in respect to the Board. Its one hun- 
dred and eighty Corporate members, and its five 
or six thousand ——— | members, invariably 
secure for it an annual meeting, (continuing 
three days,) that forms a esentation of the 
individuals and of the Christian community sup- 
porting its operations, as real, active, and exten- 
Sive, as any other benevolent society has in this 
country, or in the world. There is at that meet- 
ing a representation from most of the 
community ; and the greater portion, if not the 
whole of those present, take an intelligent and 
lively interest in the enterprise. It would seem 
to be scarcely possible, in the present state of the 
churches, that the interests of a system of mis- 
sions should be more perfectly represented, or be 
surrounded with more effectual safeguards. 

The Honorary members have the same right 
with the Corporate members of calling up sub- 
jects for inquiry at the tings, of proposing 
resolutions, of acting on committees, of declaring 
their opinions, and of exerting every kind of 
moral influeuce ; and there was never én impor- 
tant subject before the annual :neeting for discus- 
sion, when the pores opinion of the meeting 
was not certainly known. The right of voting is 
indeed restricted by the Charter to members 
elected by ballot; and the value of the Charter, 
in ® financial poiat of view, forbids its being 
unnecessarily relinquished, or set aside. These 
voting members are the trustees for the funds ; 
and by accepting the trust, they come individu- 
ally under special obligation with regard to the 
disposal of the funds, the preservation of the 
eredit of the institution, and the general working 
of the system. ‘They are specially bound to 

d the annual meetings. Whatever theoreti- 
importance (and it is not to be undervalued) 
is attached to an extension of the privilege of 
voting, the Committee believe that, from the 
inning, it would not have altered a single 
result of any importance in the proceedings of 
the Board And greatly must the religious state 
of our churches be changed for the worse, before 
there can be any real danger in the present 
anization. 
Board is to be viewed as an AGENcy, 





acting for such as choose to employ it. It does | de 
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not profess to be, and it is not, a distinet power 
with separate interests from the churehes ; nor are 
its agents sent into parishes as a substitute for the 
pastor, or as a co-ordinate power, to advocate a 
distinct and independent interest, in which the 
pastor and people have no concern ; but, for the 
time being, they are mere auxiliaries to the 

tors—the agents of the pastors—the pastors being 
the responsible persons. When the it 
organization is no longer deserving of confidence, 
it will soon die as a thing of course. So far as 
the Board is an active and influential body, it isa 
mere creature of the public mind. .Jt must go 
along with the permanent majority. It has no 
authority. It cannot, except by an abuse of 
terms, be said to levy taxes. It taxes no one. 
It can only state the command of Christ, the 
necessities of the heathen, the facilities for doing 
the work of missions; its own plans and opera- 
tions, and God’s blessing upon them; and > 


exhort and a Men give or not, just as they 
please ; and it is best that it should be so. 
The corrective power, in respect to the undue 


multiplication and irregular working of voluntary 
associations, lies with the pastors and churches. 
It is for them, individually, to decide what objects 
shall and what shall not have access to their pul- 
pits by means of agents. Here lies the only 
corrective power—where it ought to lie—in the 

rimary associations and assemblies of the 

hristian church ; and here there is such a power, 
easily applied, and, if applied, adequate to the 
emergency. 

Il. 
THE MISSION CHURCHES. 


THE LIBERTY BELONGING TO MISSION 
CHURCHES. 

The Mission Churches in foreign lands con- 
nected with the missions under the care of the 
Board, do not come properly under the jurisdie- 
tion of any body of men in this country. ‘This is 
true of course so far as the Board is concerned, 
since that is not a body having ecclesiastical au- 
thority; and it is believed to be equally true in 
respect to all ecclesiastical bodies. ‘I'he influence 
exerted upon the mission churches by the ecelesi- 
astical bodies of this country, must be through 
the missionaries. We can claim no jurisdiction 
over them because we planted them. 

The great object of foreign missions is to per- 
suade men to be reconciled to God, as heir 
rightful and only Sovereign; and the organiza- 
tion of churches ts as really a means to this great 
end, as the preaching of the gospel. or the print- 
ing of the Holy Scriptures. When the time comes 
for organizing native converts into churches, the 
missionaries, acting in behalf of these children in 
knowledge and in the power of self-organization 
and government, cannot properly be restrained, 
by foreign interference, from conforming the 
organization to what they regard as the apostol- 
ical usage in similar cases ;—having respect, of 
course, to those necessary limitations already 
mentioned, to which they have voluntarily sub- 
jected themselves for the maintenance of their 
social existence as missions, and for securing a 
regular and competent support from the Chris- 
tian community at home. (See p. 338.) The 
result may be a much simpler organization for 
the mission churches, than is found in lands that 
have long sat under the light and influences of 
the gospel. Indeed, experience has clearly 
shown, that it is not well to attempt the transfer 
of the religious denominations of Christendom, 
full-grown and with all their peculiarities, into 
heathen lands; at least, unul the new-born 
churches shall have had time to acquire a good 

gree of discriminative and self-governing 
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wer. The experience acquired in lands long 
Shristian, partially fails us when we go into 
heathen countries. We need to gain a new 
experience, and to revise many of our principles 
and usages ; and for this purpose to go prayer- 
fully to the New Testament. 

The religious liberty which we ourselves enjoy, 
is equally the birthright of Christian converts in 
every part of the heathen world, on —s into 
the spiritual kingdom of Jesus Christ, which they 
may claim as soon as they are prepared for it ;— 
just as American freedom is the birthright of our 
own children. The right of our children is not 
infringed by that dependence and control which 
they need during their infancy and childhood. It 
is even their right to claim, that the parent shail 
thus act for them in the early stages of their 
existence. But the wise parent will always form 
the principles and habits of his child with refer- 
ence tc the time when the right of self-control 
must be fully exercised and yielded. In like 
manner the missionary must needs give form, at 
the outset, to the constitution and habits of the 
mission churches ; and for a time he must virtu- 
ally govern them. But he will do this with a 
constant regard to the coming period, when those 
churches must and will act ndependently. He 
will train them, as the Apostles evidently trained 
the churches under their care, so that they may 
be early freed from the necessity of missionary 
supervision. In the infancy of the Christian 
community that is placed under his care, he will 
act on such scriptural principles and usages as 
he deems best fitted to make the most of every 
individual member of the church. And this he 
will do at any amount of eye inconvenience 
to himself ; remembering that the power of carry- 
ing burdens is acquired by practice, and that 
native converts can be inured to responsibilities 
only by having responsibilities placed upon them, 
ond by a conviction that they are trusted. At 
the risk of multiplying his most painful cares and 
disappointments, he will also aim to provide a 
native pastor for each church, just as early as he 
can in the period of his own missionary super- 
vision, that the spiritual machinery may be homo- 

neous and complete in all its parts, and ma 
t sooner be made to work without foreign aid. 
Jn no other way, indeed, can he secure the grand 
result for which he labors—the development of 
the self-sustaining, self-governing power in the 
native Christian community. 

Nor may we expect or require of the mission 
churches, as the condition of giving them the 

spe! and its institutions, that they shall always 
think, judge, and act just as we do. We ought 
cheerfully to abide the consequences of the full 
assertion of our principles; and have patience, 
and bear long, and not give over, till it is evident 
that our moral means are exhausted, and that 
our enterprise has failed 

The necessity for long-suffering forbearance 
with churches gathered from among the heathen, 
will be the more obvious, if we consider three 
things. 

One is thus stated in the Cambridge Platform.* 
“The weakest measure of faith is to be accepted 
in those that desire to be admitted into the church ; 
because weak Coiristians, if sincere, have the 
substance of that faith, repentance and holiness, 
which is required in church members, and such 
have the most need of ordinances for their _con- 
firmation and growth in grace. Lord Jesus 
would not quench the smoking flax, nor break the 
bruised reed. but gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them in his bosom.” None will ques- 
tion, that the liberty of mission churches, with 





* Ch. XIL, §3. 
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respect to the admission of members. goes to this 
extent. Of all churches, those gathered am 
the heathen have most reason for asserting this 
freedom, since nowhere are the lambs of the flock 
so much exposed while out of the fold, and no- 
where, comparatively speaking, are they so 
many. 

Another thing is this. There are not several 
churches existing in one place, as in most of our 
towns, formed to a great extent on the principle 
of elective affinity. All who give credible evi- 
dence of ‘Christian character, must come into one 
and the same church, or be excluded altogether 
from church-membership, and the ordinances of 
the gospel. 

Again, we should consider the extreme moral 
and social degradation of all heathen communi- 
ties, in which mission churches are gathered. 
Read the first chapter of the Epistle to the 
Romans. Read the journals of modern mission- 
aries. Consider the decline of mind among the 
masses of the people, under the long reign of 
paganism ; the paralysis of the moral sense and 
conscience; the grossness of habits, physical and“ 
mental, in speech and action, in domestic life and 
all social intercourse. Consider the absence of 
almost all those ideas which lie at the foundation 
of moral elevation in character; the absence of 
words, even, to serve as pure vehicles of holy 
thought and sentiment ; the absence of a correct 
pubhe opinion on all things appertaining to 
manners and morals; and the constant and 
all-pervading presence of polluting, degrading, 
soul-destroying temptations. 

Causes such as these had their effects in the 
churches gathered by the apostle Paul, as we see 
in his Epistles. When the Apostle directed his 
attention, for instance, to the church at Corinth, 
on which he had bestowed so great an amount of 
labor, he found occasion to lament the many who 
were carried away by false teachers, the disor- 
der of their worship, their irregularities at the 
Lord’s Supper, their neglect to discipline im- 
moral members, their division into parties, their 
spirit of litigation, their debates, envyings, 
wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swell. 
ings, tumults. And how soon were a portion of 
the Galatians seduced from the gospel, and from 
their loyalty to the truth. and turned again to 
their old bondage unto weak and beggarly ele- 
ments, observing days, and months, and times, 
and years; so that the Apostle confesses his 
fears that he had labored in vain among them. 
He thinks it needful to exhort the Ephesian 
church to put away lying, and to exhort those 
who had been dishonest Eesore their conversion 
to steal no more, and those who bad been avari- 
cious and impure to have nothing more to do 
with fornication and covetousness Four years 
afier he had addressed his Epistle to the F phe- 
sians, he informs Timothy that all his helpers in 
Lesser Asia were turned away from him, and 
even two who had attained to some distinction. 
Before the date of his Epistle, he evidently had 
not full confidence in some of the native pastors 
in that province, as appears from his address to 
them at Miletus. While at Rome, he writes that 
some in that city preached Christ of envy and 
strife, supposing to add affliction to his bonds; 
and at his first arraignment before Cesar, not a 
member of that church bad the moral courage to 
stand by him. Writing to the Philippians, he 
declares his belief that many church members 
were enemies of the cross of Christ, whose god 
was their belly, who gloried in their shame, and 
minded earthly things. In this same Epistle, he 
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speaks in desponding terms of his native helpers, 
among whom were none like-minded with ‘Iimo- 
thy, but all sought their own, and not the things 








which were Jesus Christ’s. He thought it need- 

fal to exhort the Colossians not to lie one to an- 

other; and the Thessalonians to withdraw from 

such of their number as walked disorderly. He 

cautions Timothy against fables, endless - 

ogies, and profane and vain babblings, as if such 
were prevalent in some of the churches; and 
speaks of preachers destitute of the truth, pos- 
sessing corrupt minds, ignorant, proud, addicted 
to controversies which ered envy, strifes, 
and perverse disputations and railings ; and of 
some who had even made shipwreck of the faith, 
and added bias y to their heresies. 

And it should be added, that the apostle John, 
somewhat later, declares that many “ antichrists ” 
had gone out from the church because they did 
not really belong to it in spirit and character, and 
of course had been in it, denying, as he says, the 
Father and the Son. 

Yet it is generally su , whether correctly 
or not, that the apostolical churches as 
much piety as exists in any portions of the visi- 
ble church of our country and times, if not more. 

_ Indeed the apostle Paul speaks of the Roman 

Christians, only a few years before the date of 
his Epistles to Timothy, as being noted for their 
faith throughout the world. At the very time of 
his censures on the Corinthians, he declares that 
church to be “enriched by Jesus Christ in all ut- 
terance and in all knowledge,” so that it came 
behind in no gift. And while he so seriously cau- 
tions the Ephesians, he ceases not to give thanks 
for their “ faith in the Lord Jesus, and their love 
unto all the saints.” 
every remembrance of the Philippians; and 
when he wrote to the Colossians, he gave thanks 
for their faith in Christ Jesus, and their love in 
the Spirit and to all the saints And how re- 
markable his testimony in behalf of the Thessa- 
lonians. He remembered without re | and 
with constant gratitude their work of faith, and 
labor of love, and patience of hope in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, wherein they had become followers 
of him and of the Lord, having received the 
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy 
Ghost ; so that they were ensamples to all that 
believed, in Macedonia and Achaia 

The fact undoubtedly is, that visible irregular- 
ities and disorders, and even scandalous immo- 
ralities, are more to be expected in churches 
oo irom among the heathen ; and are, at 

same time, to a certain extent, more consist- 
ent with grace in the church, than in countries 
that have ag ures the light and influence of 
the gospel. While the primitive converts from 
nism were remarkable for the high tone of 
their religious feelings, and the simplicity and 
strength of their faith, they were wanting in re- 
spect to a clear, practical apprehension of the 
ethical code of the gospel. It is obvious, indeed, 
that Paul found the burden of his “ care of all 
the churches” much increased by the deceptive, 
impure, and thoroughly wicked character of the 
and countries, in which he labored as a mis- 
sionary and apostle. His manner of treating the 
native pastors and churches, notwithstanding 
their imperfections, is a model] for missionaries 
and their supporters in our day; who ought to 
expect greater external manifestations of igno- 
rance on moral subjects, and of weakness and 
sin, in churches that are gathered in Africa, In- 
dia, the Sandwich Islands, and among the Indian 
tribes, than in churches that existed at Ephesus, 
Colosse, Corinth, and the cities of Galatia, in the 
palmy days of Roman civilization. 

In reasoning, however, about mission churches 
among the heathen, whether ancient or modern, 
we should take into view the moral imperfections 
found in all human associations, in every land 
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and eve’ . How many such imperfections 
do ectually exist now in the Shorenes of which 
we are members, and how difficult it has been 
found to apply a remedy. How much time and 
labor has it cost, in our most favored States, so 
to affect the public sentiment of Chris- 
tians, as to induce them universally to abandon 
and avoid the trade in ardent spirits ; how hard 
to restrain multitudes of professors of religion 
from divers conformities to the world, having no 
countenance in the gospel; and how impossible 
hitherto, to create a public sentiment in any 
church, that shall give the sin of covetousness, for 
instance, the place expressly assigned to it in the 
word of God. 


2. HOW FAR THE BOARD IS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE TEACHING OF THE MISSIONARIES, 
AND FOR THE CHARACTER OF THE MISSION 
CHURCHES. 

‘The Board is responsible directly, in the man- 
ner which has been described, for the teaching of 
the missionaries. It cannot ranty, however, 
an entire uniformity in their teaching. That di- 
versity in mental habits, opinions, preaching, and 
social intercourse, which exists without rebuke 
among ministers of the same denomination at 
home, must be expected and tolerated among 
missionaries. 

The Board can require of missionaries a com- 
pliance with their express and implied engage- 
ments, and the performance of al! duties that are 
manifestly essential to the success of the enter- 

ise. But in respect even to those fundamental 

obligations, when the mind of the missionary has 
swung so far off from the line of his duty as to 
refuse a compliance, enforcement is commonly 
found to be out of the question; generally, no 
other course is left but to dissolve his connection. 
The Board cannot. therefore, be held responsible 
for the invariable continuance of its missionaries 
in the = of their duty, even in respect to mat- 
ters of vital importance. Its responsibility is 
limited to the proper selection of fields to be cul- 
tivated ; to the judicious appointment and desig- 
nation of missionaries ; to the constitution and 
laws by which the several missions are formed 
into self-governing communities ; to the equita- 
ble distribution of the funds placed at its dis- 
posal ; to the just and proper instruction of the 
missionaries in matters within the province of the 
Board ; to timely and needful suggestious, admo- 
nitions, exhortations and appeals, fraternally ad- 
dressed ; and, finally, to a faithful superintend- 
ence of the missions, and a decisive intervention 
when there are manifest departures from duty in 
the missionaries. 

But while the Board is directly responsible for 
the teaching of the missionaries, it cannét be held 
to a full responsibility for the resu/ts of their la- 
bors. Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but 
God giveth the increase. ‘The Apostle to the 
Gontiee, as we have seen, had to sorrow much 
over the imperfect results of his labors. As he 
was not fully responsible for the character of the 
churches he planted, so missionaries cannot now 
be held to a full responsibility for the character of 
their mission churches. But the Board, as a mis- 
sionary institution, (and the same would be true, 
were it an ecclesiastical body,) is even less re- 
sponsible, than are its missionaries, for the char- 
acter of the mission churches. [t is not even 
directly responsible for the character of those 
churches. but only through the missionaries ; and 
only so far through them, as it is properly held 
accountable for their character and teaching. If 
there be stupidity, ignorance, weakness, way- 
wardness, perverseness, and even more scanda- 
lous wickedness in the mission churches—as the 
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history of the apostolical churches would lead us 
to expect, even when the churches are gathered 
by the most able and faithful missionaries—they 
can be operated upon only through the missiona- 
ries. The Board cannot wisely address those 
churches directly on the subject, nor can any 
other body of men in this country, however con- 
stituted. 

But when evils exist in the mission churches, 
the Prudential Committee may and must inquire, 
whether the missionaries are performing their du- 
ty. In one instance, some years ago, having 
reasou to apprehend that admissions were made 
to a church in one of the missions, without a 

roper attention to the evidences of piety, the 
Board, at its annual meeting, instructed the Pru- 
dential Committee to inquire into the facts, with 
a view toa correction of the evil; and such in- 
quiries were made by the Committee, and with a 
satisfactory issue. Inquiries have also been 
made by the Committee, as to the teaching of 
missionaries in some of the missions, with respect 
to alledged irregularities and evils in mission 
churches. and in the social and domestic state of 
native Christian communities. So far as a judi- 
cious and proper correspondence with the mis- 
sionaries may properly affect their incipient mea- 
sures, in the formation of churches, and their 
subsequent teachings, and so far as those mea- 
sures determine the character of the churches, 
the Board is responsible for the character of the 
native churches. 

Its responsibility, in respect to the existence of 
slavery in several of the Indian churches, has 
some peculiar modifications in the circumstances 
of the case. The incipient measures for the 
formation of churches among the Cherokees and 
Choctaws, were taken thirty years ago—long be- 
fore the subject of slavery came up for discus- 
sion among the churches at home. God was 
soon pleased hopefully to renew the hearts of a 
number of slaveholding Indians, and, upon giv- 
ing credible evidence of piety, they were re- 
ceived into the church, hat the missionaries 
could then have done, had they perceived all the 
bearings of that subject, cannot be known. The 
Indians are now partially civilized, and have or- 
ganized governments. There are slaveholding 
whites without, who are supposed to take an in- 
terest in continuing slavery among them, and 
slaveholding whites within, married to Indian 
wives, and thus become a part of the nation; and 
their churches are organized C tionally in 
one tribe, and Presbyterially in another. So that 
the missionaries, like pastors among ourselves, 
are obliged now to depend wholly on instruction 
and persuasion for their influence on the churches 
under their care. ‘The religious liberty of those 
churches is to be respe ced. We should stand 
firm in support of our principles as to the rights 
of churches. Unless the missionaries are able to 
produce conviction—however desirable it may be 
that they should do it—the churches in the one 
case, and the sessions in the other, will vote in 
opposition to their views. It is admitted, how- 
ever, that the missionaries should do all in their 
— in the exercise of their best discretion, to 
ead those churches and sessions to a right appre- 
ciation of their duty in this matter; and that they 
should use a direct influence, at their discretion, 
to eradicate the evil of slavery, as well as all 
other evils, from the churches under their care. 
But it is obvious, that the Board, and the mis- 
sionaries under its direction have not precisely 
the same degree of responsibility for the existence 
of slavery in the churches just referred to, that 
they would have in respect to churches yet to be 
formed among the tribes of the African continent, 
or were churches now to be formed, for the first 
time, among the Indian tribes. 
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How long we should bear with mission 
churches, that do not come up to our standard of 
duty, and may even greatly try our spirits, is 
what the Committee are not able to decide But 
they cannot doubt, that we should imitate the ex- 
ample of Him, who “ maketh his sun to rise on 
the evil and on the , and sendeth rain on the 


just and on the unjust;” and who “so loved the 


world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, 
but have everlasting life’ and who “is long- 
suffering to us-ward, not willing that any shou 
rish, but that all should come to repentance.” 

/e need an abounding charity, a most Christ- 
like feeling, when we come to the question of 
withdrawing our support from churches we have 
gathered among the heathen, because they are 
slow in rising to our standard of Christian excel- 
lence. Should their ee be in any measure 
owing to our lack of knowledge on the subject, 
when we commenced our labors among them, it 
will strengthen our motives for forbearance. 
fore deciding a question so momentous to the in- 
terests of souls, and to our own future peace of 
conscience, it would be well to see whether we 
do not find in those churches the same spiritual 
results, the same living Christianity, and the same 
moral defects, that existed in the churches plant- 
ed and nurtured by the Apostles; and whether 
the Lord Jesus does not bless them with outpour- 
ings of his Holy Spirit, though they cannot yet 
~ persuaded, in all important respects, to fol- 
low us. 

We should remember, that none of us are 
principals in this work of missions. The work is 
Christ’s, not ours; and we are all his servants, to 
do his will. And if we look into our own 
churches, and consider their manifold imperfec- 
tions, we shall find abundant cause for charity 
and forbearance in respect to all churches gath- 
ered among the heathen ; and if we study the in- 
tellectual and moral condition of the pagan world, 
we shall only wonder that the first generation of 
converts from heathenism can be so far raised in 
the scale of Christian morals and genera! excel- 
lence of character. 

By order and in behalf of the Prudential Com- 
mittee. 

Rurus ANDERSON, 

Davip GREENE, 

Sevan B. Treat, 
Missionary House, Boston, Sept. 1848. 


& sertarie, 


Correspondence with the Cherokee and Choctaw 
Missi 


This correspondence was brought before the 
Board by a special report of the Prudential Com- 
mittee. Their communication is as follows: 


Tt has been the wish of the Committee, for more 
than a year past, that the Secretary having 
charge of the Indian department might visit the 
Cherokee and Choctaw missions. Prior, indeed, 
to the last annual meeting, Mr. Greene was re- 
quested to hold himself in readiness to make 
such a visit in the course of a few weeks. The 
object of the Committee was twofold: 1. To ascer- 
tain, as fully as practicable, the state and pros- 
pecis of these missions ; and 2. To inquire more 
particularly into their relations to the subject of 
slavery. 

After the meeting at Buffalo, however, the Com- 
mitiee became satisfied that Mr. Greene ought to 
he excused from taking this journey, for reasons 
growing out of the state of his health. Mr. Treat 
was direcied, therefore, to visit the Cherokee and 
Choctaw missions, as soon as he could make the 








necessary arrangements. He lefi accordingly on 
the 30th of November, and returned on the Ist of 
April, having been absent seventeen weeks aud a 
half. While he was in the Indian territory, he 
had personal interviews with all the missionaries 
individually; and he spent several days with 
each of the missions assembled in their collective 
capacity. His attention was particularly directed 
to the subject of slavery in its relations to the la- 
bors of these brethren; aud much time was given 
to the acquiring of such iuformation as appeared 
to be most important for the guidance of the Com- 
mitiee. After a full conference, each mission 
concluded to address a letter to the Committee, 
exhibiting their views and principles in detail. 
The letter from the Cherokee mission was re- 
ceived — 26; that from the Choctaw mission, 
May6. Subsequenily, and as soon as was practi- 
cable, Mr, Treat drew up a report on the general 
subject, presenting what seemed to be the lead- 
ing features of the case. This report, together 
with the letters from the two missions, were taken 
into consideration on the 20th of June ; and the 
Committee directed a communication to be ad- 
dressed to the missions in reply, setting forth their 
views in regard to the different topics which were 
ae to require notice, The answer of the 
no has not been received. Both missions 
had previously appointed meetings to be held 
simultaneously with the annual meeting of the 
Board; and it is presumed that they have the 
ject now under consideration. 
he Committee regret that they are not able 
to report a final adjusiment of this embarrassing 
question ; but they have found it impossible to 
bring about this result. Knowing, however, the 
anxiety of the Board to be informed as to what 
has actually been done, they now submit for its 
consideration the documents which have been 
already mentioned. 


The report of Mr. Treat, the first of the doc- 
uments mentioned in the foregoing communica- 
tion, is in the following language : 


To the Prudential Committee of the American Board 
Commissioners for Foreiga Missions: 

The instructions under which I was directed to 
visit the Cherokee and Choctaw missions, will be 
re from the following action of the Pruden- 
tial Committee, Nov. 23, 1847: 

“ Mr. I'reat having requested definite informa- 
tion as to the views of the Committee, in direct- 
ing him to visit the Choctaw and Cherokee mis- 
sions, it was 

“ Resolved, 1. That he be instructed to ascer- 
tain, as fully and accurately as practicable, the 
present state and pects of the missions, for 
the information of the Committee, and for the 
assistance of himself in his correspondence hereaf- 
ter with the missions. 

“ Resolved, 2. That he be instructed to go 
into a full and fraternal examination of the rela- 
tions of the missions, and the churches under their 
care, to the subject of slavery; and the mission- 
aries are requested to give him all the informa- 
tion in their power bearing upon the case ”’ 

I arrived at Dwight, the first station which 1 
visited, on the 4th of January, 1848. The eight 
following weeks were whol a within 
limits the Cherokee an taw nations. 
During this period 1 saw all the missionaries and 
assistant missionaries under the direction of the 
Board ; as also the missionaries and educational 
establishments sustained by other organizations 
within the boundaries of the two nations. It was 
my endeavor to acquaint myself, as fully as prac- 
tieable, with the plans and labors of our brethren ; 
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and in relation to the general interests of the mis- 
sions, I shall hold myself in readiness to make 
such communications, and in such form, as the 
Committee may direct. 

It seems desirable, however, that the Commit- 
tee should receive a report on the relation of the 
two missions to the subject of slavery, without 
any further delay. Much time and reflection 
have been given to the examination of those 
topics which occurred to me as most important; 
and it is but simple justice to the missionaries to 
say, that they have all that I expected, or 
wished, to facilitate my inquiries. ‘They were 
fully aware of the delicacy of their ition. 
Stil they withheld no information which | asked; 
but, on the contrary, met the difficulues and trials 
of the case with a frankness and self-forgetfulness 
which entitle them to my warmest thanks. 

As there are many points of resemblance be- 
tween slavery as it exists among the Cherokees, 
and the same institution as it ts found among 
their brethren south of the Arkansas ; and as the 
two missions stand upto. which, in many 
respects, is common to will be more con- 
venient, and probably more satisfactory, to con- 
sider the subject in its relations to both at the 
same time. For the purpose of preventing mis- 
apprehension, it may be well to state, in this 
mee: that the Choctaws and Chickasaws who 

ave removed to the Indian territory, now live 
under one government and constitute one people, 
known as the “ Choctaw Nation.”’ In the follow- 
ing remarks, therefore, I shall be understood as 
applying the term “ Choctaws,” “ Choctaw Na- 
tion,” &c., to the whole community as thus con- 
stituted ; unless I expressly distinguish one class 
of Iudians from the other. 


I. SLAVERY AMUNG THE CHEROKEES AND 
CHoctTaws. 


1. Its Origin. 

It was hardly to be expected, perhaps, that 
we should be able to ascertain the early history 
of slavery, as it exists among these Indian tribes, 
to our perfect satisfaction. All accounts agree, 
however, that it was introduced into each of 
them by white men. 

Some have supposed that it had its origin 
among the Cherokees no farther back than 
Revolutionary war; when a number of tories 
holding slaves, fled from the southern States, and 
took refuge among this people. But there is one 
slave now living, at the age of seventy-five, who 
was born in a state of servitude in the old Chero- 
kee nation. Hence we may conclude that the 
institution first took root in this tribe nearly, if not 
quite, one hundred years ago. Aud it is not un- 
hkely that the evil began with white men, who 
settled in the nation, and married Cherokee 
women. At a later day slaves were frequently 
introduced by purchase; and many are now to 
be found who came originally from the southern 
States. 

It is said that negro slaves were first introduced 
among the Chickasaws, about the middle of the 
last century, by unprincipled white men, who stole 
them from southern planters, and afterwards se- 
ereted them within the old nation. Slavery 
among the Choctaws, it is affirmed, had its origin 
in the intermarriage of white men with Choctaw 
women. Subsequently, as they obtained the 
means, they imitated the example of their civil- 
ived neigh 3 and those who lived upon “ the 
Natchez Trace,” aad who were accustomed to 
entertain travelers in their humble dwellings, 
seem to have acquired, in process of time, quite 
a number of slaves. he treaty of 1830 led toa 
cons} increase of this species of property ; 
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and when the Chickasaws sold their Jands east of 
the Mississippi, they made large additions to their 
slave population. 


2, Its Character. 


The my mommy will suggest all that 
is necessary to be known in relation to this topic. 
As the institution was derived from the whites, it 
has all the general characteristics of negro sla- 
very in the southern portion of our Union. In 
such a state of society as we find among these 
Indians, there must of necessity be some modifi- 
cation of the system ; but in all its essential fea- 
tures it remains unchanged, 


3. Number of Slaves. 

Upon this point it is impossible to obtain reli- 
able information. No census of the slaves has 
been taken recently in either nation ; and different 
individuals have very different opinions as to 
their present number. Some say that among 
the Cherokees the not more than seven hun- 
dred ; while ot there are as many as 
fifleen hundred. The latter is the estimate of the 
Principal Chief, and it is most likely to be correct. 
Al any rate we must suppose the proportion of 
slaves to Cherokees to be nearly, if not quite, as 
one to ten. 

The better opinion seems to be that the whole 
number of siaves in the Choctaw nation is at 
least two thousand. Of these, however, the 
Chickasaws more than their proportion- 
ate share. The ratio of the Chickasaws to their 
slaves is about five or six to one; while the Choc- 
taws are to their slaves, probably, as ten or 
twelve to one. 

The number of slaves, whether among the 
Cherokees or Choctaws, does not ar to be 
materially affected by the introduction of negroes 
from the adjacent states But there is undoubted- 
ly a natural increase going on all the while ; an 
increase, too, which is greater than that of the 
Indians themselves. A few slaves are sold out 
of these nations, from time to time ; and occasion- 
ally one obtains his freedom by his own efforts or 
those of his friends, or by the voluntary act of 
his master. 


4. The'r Treatment. 

It is the opinion of almost every missionary, 
that slavery exists among these tribes in a milder 
form than that which is generally found in the 
States ; and this is thought to be the opinion of 
the slaves themselves who reside in the Indian 
territory. As a general truth, it is affirmed, they 
have a comfortable supply of food and clothing; 
and they are seldom tasked beyond their strength. 
It is en a that there are cases of 
gross cruelty and oppression. 

The pow. Aer ooh “4 which my own mind has 
been brought, does not differ materially from that 
of the missionaries, I do not imagine that the 
slaves, held by Cherokees or Choctaws, are gen- 
erally overtasked. On the contrary, 1 presume 
that they frequently have too little labor to per- 
form for theirown good. Indolence is one of the 
peeing sins of all red men; and hence their 
ideas of labor, not only as affecting themselves, 
but others also, are very apt to be erroneous. 
Nor do I suppose that there is much intentional 
emission on the part of the masters, to furnish the 
necessary food and clothing. And it is quite cer- 
tain that slaves are much more on a footing of 
equality with their owners in these tribes, 


= ‘are among the whites. 

till it is hardly possible that persons held in | te, 
bondage by such a pe, Sas be in as favor- 
able circumstances as who have fallen into 
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the hands of enlightened and humane masters in 
the States; especially it those masters are under 
the influence of Christian principle, and are en- 
deavoring to treat their slaves according to the 
injunctions of the . For while it is true 
that a few slaveholders in the Cherokee and 
Choctaw nations manifest a commendable solici- 
tute in regard to the spiritual interests of their 
slaves ; it is also true that they cannot have that 
ability to give religious instruction, even if they 
fully appreciate its importance, which is found in 
communities farther advanced in Christian know- 
ledge and civilization. 1 should say, therefore, 
that many slaves in the States are better off than 
any among the Cherokees; while, at the same 
time, there are multitudes who are in a much 
worse condition. 


5. Laws relating to Slavery. 

The legislation of the Cherokees, so far as it 
affects free negroes and slaves, appears to be 
milder than that of most slaveholding communi- 
ties. For example, the only restriction upon 
emancipation is contained in the third section of 
an act, passed Dec. 2, 1842, which is as follows: 


“ Be it further enacted, That should any citizen 
or citizens of this Nation free any negro or 
the said citizen or citizens shall be responsible for 
the conduct of the negro or negroes so freed ; and in 
case the citizen or citizens, so freeing any negro or 
negroes, shall die or remove from the limits of this 
nation, it shall be required of such negro or negroes, 
that he, she, or they give satisfactory security to any 
one of the Circuit Judges for their conduct ; or here- 
in fuiling, he, she,or they shall be subject to removal 
as above specified.” 


In the two previous sections of the same ac 
it is made the duty of the sheriffs to notify al 
free negroes then in the nation, (excepting t 
who had been en freed by Cherokees,) to 
leave the same by Jan. 1, 1843, or as soon there- 
after as practicable. In case of a refusal to com- 
ply, the sheriffs were directed to report such free 
negroes to the United States agent for the Chero- 
kees for immediate expulsion. It is by the pro- 
visions of these two sections that the ‘‘ removal 
as above specified,” in the third section, is to be 
explained 

The Committee will be sorry to learn, however, 
that there is another statute which debars alike 
the free negro and the slave from all direct access 
to ‘the lively oracles.” It is as follows :-—“ Be 
it enacted by the National Council, That from and 
afier the passage of this act, it shall not be lawful 
for any person or persons whatever to teach any 
free negro or negroes, not of Cherokee blood, or 
any slave belonging to any citizen or citizens of 
the Nation, to read or write” The penalty an- 
nexed to a violation of this enactment is a fine of 
$100 to $500, at the discretion of the court try- 
ing the offence. ‘This law is the more to be re- 

tted, as it must needs embarrass the mission 
in its efforts to benefit this injured and neglected 
portion of the community. 

‘The restrictions upon the right of property, as 
applicable to the colored race, are as follows :— 
1. No free negro or mulatto, not of Cherokee 
blood, may hold or own any improvement in the 
nation. 2 Slaves are prohibited from own- 
ing horses, cattle, hogs or fire-arms; and it is 
made the duty of the sheriff to sell, at public 
auction, all such property when found in his dis- 
trict; the proceeds of the sale, however, are to 
be paid to the offender, after deducting eight per 
cent. for the sheriff’s fees. The reason assi 
for so much of the law as relates to horses, cat- 

and hogs, is that the ownership of such 
erty by the slaves had become a nuisance to t 


master, at the same time that it was a temptation 








to theft, &c. It is the opinion of one missionary 
_ least, that this statute is not very rigidly en: 
ed 


It is also enacted that patrol companies may 
take up and bring to punishment any not 
having a legal pass, that may be strolling about, 
away from the ises of his master. And any 
negro, not entitled to Cherokee privileges, who 
may be found carrying guns, pistols, bowie 
knives, butcher knives or dirks. is liable to the 
summary infliction, by the patrol companies, of 
forty stripes save one. 
legislation of the Choctaws has been less 
enlightened and humane than that of the Chero- 
kees. So long ago as October, 1836, the follow- 
ing law was passed :— 

“ Be it enacted, &c., That from and after the pas- 
sage of this act, if any citizen of the United States, 
acting as a missionary, or a preacher, or whatever 
his occupation ma bo, is found to take an active 
part in favoring the principles and notions of the 
most fatal and destructive doctrines of abvlitionism, 
he shal! be compelled to leave the Nation and forever 
stay out of it. 

“ Aud be it further enacted, That teaching slaves 
how to read, to write, or to sing in meeting-houses, 
or schools, or in any open place, without the consent 
of the owner, or ahowing them to sit at table with 
him, shall be sufficient ground to convict persons of 
favoring the principles and notions of abolitioniem.” 


At the same session it was provided that no 
slave should “be in possession of any property 
or arms.” ‘The only penalty, however, was a 
forfeiture of the prohibited articles, and “any 

‘ood honest slave” might ‘‘carry a gun by 
wing a written pass from his master or mis- 
tress.” And it was further provided that if any 
slave infringed any Choctaw rights, he should 
“be driven out of company, to behave himself ;” 
and in case of his return and further intrusion, he 
should receive ten lashes. 

Four years later it was enacted that all free 

s in the nation, unconnected with the 
Choctaw or Chickasaw blood, should leave the 
nation by the first of March, 1841, and forever 
keep out of it; and in case of their infringing this 
law, they were to be seized and sold to the high- 
est bidder for life, the proceeds of the sale to be 
divided among the districts according to their 
population. {It was also enacted that if any citi- 
zen of the nation hired, concealed, or in any way 
protected any free negro, to evade the foregoing 
provision, he should forfeit from $250 to $500; 
or, if unable to pay this fine, receive fifty lashes 
on his bare fod And it was further enacted 
that if any white man in the nation should abet, 
encourage, or conceal a free negro, to screen him 
from the foregoing provision, he should be forth- 
with ordered out of the nation by the Chief or the 


Agent. 
iy Gouter, 1846, another law was passed, 
which prohibited all negroes from the United 
States or the neighboring tribes of Indians, 
whether they had “ papers” or not, from enter- 
ing and remaining in the Choctaw nation, under 
tence of hiring themselves to work. ‘The of- 
lenders were to be taken up by the light horse- 
men, and to receive not less than one hundred 
lashes on the bare back ; and oF mm 3 | found 
in their possession was to be sold publicly, one 
third of the proceeds to go to the light horsemen, 
and the rest to be applied to some cial pur- 


PoThe most objectionable enactment which I find 
having any bearing upon slavery, was approved 
October 15, 1846. It is as follows :— 
* Be it enacted, &c., That no negro slave can be 
emancipated in this Nation, except by application or 
ition of the owner to the General uncil; and 


also, that it shall be made to appear to the | feeli 
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Council the owner or owners, at the time of a 
cation, shall have no debt o: debts outstanding 
against him or her, either in or out of this Nation. 
hen, and in that case, the General Council shall 
have the power to pass an uct for the owner to eman- 
cipate his or her slave, which negro, after bei 
freed, shall leave this Nation within thirty days after 
the passage of the act. And in case snid free 
or negroes shall return into this Nation afterwards, 
he, she, or they shall be subject to be taken by the 
light-horsemen and exposed to public sale for the 
term of five years; and the funds arising from such 
sale shall be used as national funds.” 


6. Effects of Slavery. 

In relation to this point there can be but one 
opinion. The institution is decidedly prejudicial, 
in a great variety of ways, to the most important 
interests of both nations ; and this is the convic- 
tion of some of the slaveholders themselves, 
Among the Cherokees slave labor is generally, 
if not universally, unprofitable ; and though it is 
more valuable in the Choctaw country, in conse- 
— of the greater adaptation of the latter to 
the raising of cotton, it p ts, to a considera- 
ble extent, there as elsewhere, that self-relying 
industry and enterprise which are so desirable in 
such a community. hh should be stated, howev- 
er, that labor appears to have less dishonor at- 
tached to it in both these nations, than in some 
other slaveholding communities. 

And if we look at the moral effects of slavery 
on these tribes of Indians, we find them to be 
very much as they are found to be in other parts 
of the world. If there is any difference, it grows 
out of the fact that the moral condition of the 
” le is lower than that of some other slave- 

Iding communities ; and, consequently, the in- 
jury inflicted upon them is less palpable. I know 
of = other qualification which it is necessary to 
make. 

As between the tribes themselves, however, I 
must say, that I had deeper and more depressin 
emotions as to the moral evils of slavery, while 
was among the Choctaws, than I had among the 
Cherokees ; still there may be, and there proba- 
bly is, no material difference. 1 was told bya 
very intelligent white man that two-thirds of the 
whiskey brought into the Choctaw nation were 
introduced by slaves. ‘The retributive influence 
which they are exerting upon their masters and 
upon the whole community, in this and in other 
ways, is truly terrific. 

tis very clear, moreover, that the influence of 
the mission is neutralized, to some extent, by the 
existence of slavery. Whatever affects injuri- 
ously the industry or the morals of the Indians, 
must necessarily operate as a hinderance to mis- 
sionary success. ides, this institution am 
these Indians, as elsewhere, tends to foster 
strengthen that selfishness which is the grand ob- 
stacle to the reception of the truth as it is in Jesus. 
And it will be seen more fully hereafter, that the 
missionaries feel themselves not a little straitened 
whenever they come in contact with the system ; 
hence the gospel is not brought to bear with its 
full power upon all those evils which are peculiar 
to such a state of society. 


7. Influence of Christianity on Slavery. 

This topic natural! suggests the following in- 
quiries :—1. What effect has the -_ exerted 
upon the condition of the slaves? 2. What effect 
has it had upon their number ? 

As to the first of these inquiries, it is clear to 
my own mind that the influence of Christianity 
has been highly salutary. As the doctrines of the 
Bible have obtained, from ear to year, a wider 
diffusion and a stronger hold upon the people, the 
ings and conduct of masters towards their 
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slaves have become more and more considerate 
and humane. One of the brethren among the 
Choctaws uses the following language, in which 
all the missionaries in both nations would doubt- 
less unite :—“* We have much reason to believe 
that Christianity bas greatly improved the condi- 
tion and character of the blacks, and the views 
and feelings of their masters towards them, where 
religion has been embraced. We have much 
reason to believe that religion has exerted a gen- 
eral and beveficial influence in this respect. And 
to persons thus situated, the gospel has been glad 
tidings. Indeed it would be painful to see the 
slaves thrown back to the condition they were in 
before the gospel, with its restraints and warn- 
ings and encouragements, had reached them 
and their masters. We should much dread an 
event that would lead to such a result.” And, 
what is more important still, ii will be seen here- 
after that a large number of slaves in these tribes 
are members of the church. — the Choc- 
taws, indeed, the proportion of enslaved to free 
communicants is nearly as one to eight, showing 
that the gospel has had greater success among the 
blacks than the Indians. 

In regard to the second point, however, the 
conclusion to which | came was less satisfactory. 
It seems fair to presume that a few persons have 
been led by Christian principle to abstain from 
the purchase of slaves; and such | was told was 
the case. But, on the other hand, we may not 
shut our eyes to the fact that a process has been 
silently gomg forward which has tended to a dif- 
ferent result. 

As fast as the doctrines of the gospel have ex- 
erted their appropriate influence, the Indians 
have advanced in civilization. They have felt 
new desires, and, consequently, new wants. Hav- 
ing these desires and experiencing these wants, 
they have looked around for the means of grati- 
fying the former and removing the latter. They 
have sought to do this, as others had done before 
them, by the acquisition of property. But the 
forms of investment accessible to them were very 
few. They could not buy land, even had they 
wished to do so ; because their whole country be- 
longed to the nation in common. Indeed, there 
was hardly any species of property it was so nat- 
ural for them to desire and seek as this of which 
we are speaking ; for it became not only a mode 
of investment, but, in their judgment, the means 
of further acquisition. If we also take into the 
account the hereditary repugnance of the Indian 
to labor; if we reflect that the slaves were capa- 
ble of doing many things better than their mas- 
ters ; we shall see how the number of slaves may 
have increased, rather than diminished, as the 
Indians became more and more like the people 
around them. 


8. Prospective Termination of Slavery. 


The mass of the ey have no direct interest 
in slavery ; and could the expediency of bringing 
it to a speedy termination be brought fairly be- 
fore their nunds, they would probably desire its 
removal But they have given very little thought 
or attention to the subject; and it is very uncer- 
tain when the question will be extensively agi- 
tated among them. 

The predominant influence in both nations is 
mainly im the hands of slaveholders. The intelli- 
gence and enterprise which enable them to ac- 
quire this species of rty, also qualify them 
for an active and pall aw © penicipation 4 pub- 
lic affairs. And many belonging to this class 
would certainly resist, to the utmost, any proposal 
tending to the abolition of slavery. few, in- 
deed, might be glad to see a new order of things ; 
but their voices, should they advocate such a 
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change, would soon be drowned by the louder 
remonstrances of those who are less considerate 
and less disinterested. 

And, in looking forward to the termination of 
slavery among the Indians, we must not forget the 
adverse foreign mfluences to which they are ex- 

sed. The owners of slaves among the Chero- 

ees and Choctaws are mostly whites or mixed 
bloods. In their feelings, sympathies and interests, 
therefore, they may be expected to agree, to a 
very cousiderable extent, with the same class of 
persons living without the nation; and hence they 
will he easily affected by whatever is said or 
done to obsiruct any plans which may be pro- 
posed for the melioration of this institution within 
their own borders. This is particularly true of 
the Choctaws. Now we may consider it as a 
settled point, that slavehollers in the adjacent 
states will never consent to the adoption of any 
scheme of emancipation by the Indians, or to any 
measures manifestly tending to this result. On 
the contrary, they will make the most strenuous 
efforts to keep things just as they are; and at the 
slightest indication of danger, the alarm will be 
sounded. 

The conclusion to which my own mind has 
been brought, is, that the Indians must be expect- 
ed to follow, and not precede the surrounding 
communities, in any scheme which contemplates 
the extinction of slavery. 


Before entering upon the various topics which 
grow out of this general subject, it will be advis- 
able to recur to the circumstances in which mis- 
sionary operations were commenced among these 
tribes of Indians. 

The Cherokee mission dates from January, 
1817; the Choctaw mission was begun in 
summer of 1818. The laborers in both nations 
have generally gone from the north; and they 
have carried with them the sympathies and the 
opinions prevailing in the non-slaveholding states 
at the time of their departure. It is evident from 
their correspondence, that they were ofien tried 
aud perplexed by questions of duty, occasioned 
by the existence of slavery around them, which 
arose during the progress of their work. But it 
was notto be expected that they should place 
themselves far in advance of public sentiment in 
New England and the Middle States, and act in 
accordance with views which began to be enter- 
tained among us only at a later day. 

The leading motive of the Indians, in yielding 
their assent to the commencement of missions 
among them, was the procurement of certain ed- 
ucational advantages for their children. | Few 
had any desire to have the gospel preached to 
them for its own sake. On the other hand, the 
mass of the people felt a strong repugnance to 
any change iu their established a and insti- 
tutions. Hence the missionaries thought them- 
selves called upon, as far as possible, to act with 
that wisdom which was enjoined upon the first 
preachers of the gospel by the Savior himself. 

lt so happened, moreover, that many of the 
earliest and warmest friends of the missions were 
slaveholders. “ On our arrival among the Choe- 
taws,” says one of the missionaries, ** these men 
held a commanding influence in the land. 
took us by the hand, lent us aid, showed us ki 
ness, opened their houses for us to preach in, both 
to themselves and to their servants ; to whom we 
were also able to preach, because they understood 
English. The great mass of the Choctaws knew 
but little about us; nor did they feel any interest 
in the gospel at that time.” 

One other fact should be kept in mind, as show- 
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ing more clearly the embarrassments which ap- 
pertained to the case; namely, that the Indians 
were dwelling in the midst of slaveholding com- 
munities. ‘lheir intercourse with whites was 
confined almost entirely to persons living in these 
communities. The public men in that part of the 
United States were all slaveholders. Even their 
= Fathers, Washington, Jefferson, Madison, 
., belonged to the same class. On the other 
hand, they had heard but little of the *‘ more ex- 
cellent way” that prevailed at the north ; and it 
is presumed that they were not at all solicitous to 
know more. It was more congenial to their feel- 
ings to float along with the broad current in 
which they found themselves, leaving the respon- 
sibility, where it mainly belonged, with their 
white neighbors 
Such were the circumstances in which mission- 
ary operations were commenced among the Cher- 
okees and Choctaws. The way is now prepared 
for an inquiry into the policy which was actually 
adopted. 


1. The Preaching of the Gospel. 


At this distance of time, and after so many of 
the early laborers in the two nations have been 
removed by death it would be very difficult, if 
not impossible, to ascertain the precise impres- 
sions of each individual as to the proper mode of 
exhibiting the gospel in its bearings upon slavery. 
But the policy of the missions, as a whole, can be 
known with sufficient accuracy for all practical 


wh does not seem to have been the aim of the 
brethren to exert any direct influence, either by 
their public or their private teachings, upon the 
system of slavery. And they discovered, as they 
supposed. a sufficient warrant for this course in 
the New Testament. On looking to the example 
of the Savior and his Apostles, they found what 
they conceived to be an infallible rule to guide 
them in their labors. They found that nothing 
was said in direct condemnation of slavery as a 
system ; veither was its sinfulness denounced, nor 
its continuance prohibited. But they did find 
that the mutual obligations of masters and ser- 
vants were repeatedly and freely discussed 
‘Here then,’ they seem to have argued, ‘is our 
course marked out for us. We must give in- 
struction on the relative duties of the master and 
his slaves, just as the Bible has enjoined. As for 
the rest, we must rely on the earnest and faithful 
ern of Christ and him crucified. With the 

ing of God, and in his own time, we hope to 
see a great change effected. We hope to see 
the evils of slavery not only diminished, but 
actually and finally brought to an end. But in 
no other way do we regard ourselves as com- 
— to Jabor for the accomplishment of this 


And the same policy has generally prevailed 
to the present time. There are individuals, per- 
haps, in both nations, who would refuse their as- 
sent to the principles which have just been as- 
cribed to the missions in their early history. 
Others are well understood by the people around 
them tw be unfriendly to slavery; and all, or 
nearly all, may have expressed opinions in pri- 
vate adverse to the system. But most of them 
uniformly avoid this topic in their public ministra- 
tions ; and in their private intercourse with the 
Indians, they generally deem it advisable to use 
ay neyo Among the Choctaws, however, 

has been one example of a bolder policy; 
but excitement has been occasioned, and opposi- 
tion has been stirred up ; and the brother who has 
felt constrained to adopt this course, thinks it may 
be necessary for him to leave the nation. 
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2. Instruction of Slaveholding Converts. 


Some of the earliest converts in both nations 
were the proprietors of slaves. The question will 
naturally arise, ‘‘ What instructions were given 
them by the missionaries?” 1 do not find that 
any distinction was made between this class of 
persons and others. Probably the attention of 
these brethren was not particulerly called to the 
subject, any more than was that of the churches at 
the rorth. Nor has there been any marked diffe- 
rence to the present time. In some cases the at- 
tention of the convert has been called to the in- 
structions of the New ‘lestament, and he has 
been told what he should do, as a Christian mas- 
ter, for his slaves ; but seldom has the missionary 
gone further than this. 


3. Admission of Slaveholders to the Church. 


A few owners of slaves were early received in- 
to Christian fellowship. The only inquiry raised 
by the missionaries seems to bave been, ‘ Does 
the candidate give reasonable evidence of his 
being a new creature in Christ Jesus?’ The 
appear to have required the slaveholder to faraich 
the same amount of evidence that others furnish- 
ed ; but they did not consider the mere fact of his 
sustaining this relation a barrier to his admis- 
sion to the Lord’s table. And this is their prac- 
tice at the present time. 

In defence of their policy in this respect, past 
and present, they make their appeal, first of all, to 
the Bible, as showing the only condition of church 
membersh: This, they say, is evidence of a 
change of heart ; and when such evidence is fur- 
nished, there is no law for excluding the candi- 
date from the privileges of Christ’s house. They 
also say, that the adoption of a different rule in 
regard to slaveliolders would have been fatal to 
the prosperity of the mission. And they are con- 
fident should they now determine to subject this 
portion of the community to a new test, bat their 
usefulness would at once come to an end. 

In my intercourse with the different missiona- 
ries, | endeavored to ascertain the exact number 
of slaveholders in each church, as also the number 
of slaves The first item I found it somewhat 
difficult to obtain, owing to the fact that the rela- 
tion of hushand and wife among the Tudians, in 
regard to property, is not governed by the rules 
which prevail in the states. She may, and often 
does. own slaves ; and sometimes, I am told, both 
own them jointly. In the following table, both 
the hushand and wife are reckoned as slavehold- 
ers, in all doubtful cases. 


CHEROKEE Mission. 


Churches. Whole No. of mem. Slaveholdere. Slaves. 
Park Hill, 36 4 3 
Frirfield, 85 12 20 
Dwight, 50 5 
Mount Zion, 22 2 
Honey Creek, 44° 1* 

237 24 23 


* Living permanently out of the nation. 


Cnroctaw Mission. 


Churches. Whole No. = Slaveholders. ; a 


Pine Ridge, 6* 
Wheelock, 238 7 17 
Mountain Fork, 113 4 6 
Good Water, 259 5 7 
Mount Pleasant, 36 
Mayhew, 36 1 3 
Six Towns, 60 7 13 
Chicasaw, 77 8 33 
872 38 104 


* Four of these are whites. 
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4. Treatment of Slaveholders in the Church. 


The Committee will have anticipated the 
course which the mission have pursued in deal- 
ing with slaveholding church members. It has 
been the aim of our brethren to act, in the main, 
in accordance with the general theory, already 
described. The relation of the Christian master 
to his slaves, either as to its lawfulness or its con- 
tinuance, they have not disturbed; and litle has 
been said to him, calling in question the funda- 
mental principles of the system But they have 
ackuowledged their obligation to secure, as far as 
in them lies. his compliance with all the injanc- 
tions of the New Testament which are specifically 
addressed to those sustaining this relation. 

‘The views of the Cherokee mission, in regard 
to the discipline of slaveholding church members, 
will appear from their letter of March 21st, here- 
with submitted. Those of the Choctaw mission, 
as I understand them, are substantially the same. 
I ought to say in this place, however, that both 
missions appear to be satisfied that there has beeu 
little or nothing in the conduct of this class of per- 
sons, as it affects their slaves, which ought to sub- 
ject them to church censure. 


5 Employment of Slave Labor. 


Both missions have encountered more or less 
difficulty, from the first, in obtaining suitable aid 
in their domestic and farming operations. The 

lans of the brethren. owing to the number of 

arding schools which they have sustained, and 
the quantity of land which they have cultivated, 
have demanded a large amount of manual labor. 
At first the Committee endeavored to meet this 
demaud by sending out laborers in the character 
of assistant missionaries; but the scheme was 
successful only in part. in these circumstances 
what was to be doue? Should the missions em- 
ploy white laborers, residing among the Indians, 
or in the adjacent states? But persons of this 
description, of suitable character and qualifica- 
tions, were seldom to be found. Should they call 
in the aid of the Indians themselves ? Till within 
the last few years, they have been but poorly qual- 
ified, and but litte disposed, to render the needful 
co-operation ; and even now most of the brethren 
among the Choctaws deem it unsafe to rely on 
such assistance. T'o the employment of males, 
moreover, at stations where there were female 
boarding schools, there were objections of a diffe- 
rent sort. 

Tun this state of things it has seemed to many 
of our brethren that the employment of slave la- 
bor, either by hiring or by purchase, was expe- 
dient, nay, inevitable; but in the minds of others 
doubts and misgivings as to one or both these 
modes arose at an early day. In November, 
1825, the attention of the Committee was called 
to the propriety of hiring slaves by some members 
of the Choctaw mission, and it was then resolved 
“that the Committee do not see cause to prohibit 
this practice ; but, on the contrary, they are of the 
opinion that it may be expedient, in some circum- 
stances, to employ p»rsons who sustain this rela- 
tion.” It was understood, however, that this 
hiring should always be with the free consent of 
the shee. 

About the same time those missionaries among 
the Choctaws who had conscientious scruples in 
regard to the hiring of slaves, papas to bu 
them with their own consent, with the understand- 
ing and agreement that they should be allowed to 
work out the purchase money, and then be free. 
To this plan the Committee consented, and in this 
way some ten or twelve subsequently gained their 
liberty. The same plan was adopted by the 
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Cherokee mission, and with similar results ; but I 
am not able to say how many slaves, with the as- 
sistance thus afforded them, effected their eman- 
cipation. 

On the 23d of Feb. 1836, the Committee review- 
ed the last mentioned decision, and came to the 
conclusion, as “ the Board or its missionaries had 
been regarded by some of the friends of missions 
as holding slaves,” “in consequevce of these 
trausactious,” to instruct the missionaries among 
the southwestern ludians, “to enter into no more 
such contracts,” and to relinquish all claim to the 
services of any one with whom there had been a 
previous agreement of the kind. In the follow- 
ng month, (March 12,) the Committee recon- 
sidered the propriety of permitting the missiona- 
ries to hire slaves; and they decided that it was 
expedient for them “ to dispense altogether with 
slave labor,” and it was resolved that they be in- 
structed accordingly. In July following, jn conse- 

uence of a letter from several members of the 

wight station, affirming that they could not 
form the secular labors of the mission without the 
assistance of hired slaves, the Committee in- 
structed the Secretary for the Indian department 
to inform those brethren that the resolution of 
March 12 was adopted in the belief that the 
brethren could dispense with slave labor ; but that 
if it were otherwise the matter was left to their 
Christian discretion. I do not find that any action 
has since been taken by the Committee, either in 
respect to the buying or hiring of slaves. 

When I was at Dwight I found one slave la- 
boring upon the farm connected with that station, 
hired at his own urgent request, but without any 
absolute necessity for his employment. No other 
slave is in the service of the Cherokee mission. 
And | am happy to say that probably no embar- 
rassment will arise to the Board from this mission, 
on account of any such question, in future. All 
the members of the mission are to the 
hiring of slaves, with one exception, unless in ex- 
treme cases; and the excepted individual will 
conform to the wishes of his brethren and the 
Committee. And these brethren are also unani- 
mous in the opinion that slaves ought not t be 
purchased by them, even with a view to their 
prospective emancipation. 

In the Choctaw mission, however, this question 
is one of a much more serious character. Since 
the arrangement which was made with the Choc- 
taw government, in 1843, in relation to the four 
female boarding schools, the amount of secular 
labor at Pine Ridge, Good Water, Wheelock, 
and Stockbridge has very greatly increased. The 
boys’ boarding school at Norwalk has had the 
same effect at that station. The brethren at these 
stations have seen no wav of meeting the wants 
of the mission, in this respect, but by hiring slaves. 
Accordingly, at the time of my visit they had ten 
laborers of this description, male and female, in 
their so tn And they give us no reason 
to hope for any material change in future. 

I did not learn that any slaves had been pur- 
chased by the mission, with the funds of the 
Board, since the vote of Feb. 23, 1836. Indi- 
viduals have made such purchases on their own 
responsibility and with their own funds ; and one 
of the brethren, and only one, now sustains the 
legal relation of master to two slaves, one of 
whom has earned her price by laboring in his 
employment, the other (her hushand) having fur- 
nished the sum at which he was valued at the 
time of the sale. This legal interest in these two 
— is understood, by them and by others, to 

solely for their protection and benefit. They 
receive — as if they were free, and they 
know that t ey can be free at any moment, by 
their own volition. Provision has also been made 








for the contingency of the missionary’s death. 
But the mission e the opinion, during my 
interviews with them, that it was not expedient 
for them, either as a mission or as individuals, to 
purchase any more slaves, even with a view to 
their future emancipation. 


Conclusion. 


I have now presented to the Committee, as 
briefly as seemed desirable, a geveral view of 
the relations of our brethren among the Chero- 
kees and Choctaws to the system of slavery in 
those two nations. I have not felt called upon 
to express any opinion in regard to the various 
questions which naturally grow out of this subject ; 
but I have preferred rather, and have endeavored 
accordingly, to submit the facts just as they would 
appear to an impartial observer, having no theory 
of his own to support, and having no wish to 
make out a case for or against the missions. 
Upoa many of the points, however, which will 
claim the attention of the Committee, I have 
opinions ; and I shall hold myself in readiness to 
state them, with all frankness, whenever they 
shall be required. 

Aad I may be allowed to say that I have had 
more or less discussion with the missionaries 
themselves, in respect to their policy, and have 
freely pointed out certain 7 em sh between 
their sentiments and my own. I would hope, 
however, that this has been done in the spirit of 
Christian charity, and that we parted with feel- 
ings of mutual aitachment and esteem, deepened 
only by the trials through which we together 
passed. In the integrity and faithfulness of these 
servants of Christ, | have entire confidence ; and 
whatever errors they may have committed in 
their difficult position the Master has evidently 
been with them and ee —_ ; 

All whichis respectfully submitted, 

‘ . S_ B. Treat. 

Missionary House, June 15, 1848. 


The letter of the Cherokee mission, already 
referred to, is here subjoined. 

Dwight, March 21, 1848. 
Rev. S. B. Treat : 

Dear Sir :—Our conference with you when at 
this place, respecting the attitude in which we 
stand in relation to slavery, led to a conviction 
of the propriety and expediency of expressing to 

ou in writing, and through you io the Prudential 
Ceniues, some of our united views in relation 
to that difficult and delicate subject. We are 
aware that we stand between two fires ; in dan- 
ger of displeasing, by what we may write, on the 
one hand the people for whose good we labor, 
and on whose esteem and confidence our success 
must depend, and on the other, the Christian 
community by whom we are sustained in our 
work. We do not say, in danger of displeasing 
the one or the other, a both at the same time, 
for opposite reasons. But we must ask the can- 
dor of all, and endeavor, frankly and kindly and 
meekly, to tell the truth 

I. The first part of the subject before us relates 
to the holding or employment of slaves by mis- 
sionaries. On this we remark :— 

1, That no slave has ever been purchased by 
any missionary of the Board in this nation, ex- 

t with a view to emancipation ; none who has 
not actually been emancipated ; consequently 
that none of us now holds a slave on any terms 
whatever. And no apprehension need be enter- 
tained that any slave will be held by any mem- 
ber of the mission hereafter. 

2. On the subject of the hiring of slaves from their 


Annual Meeting of the Board. 





Oct. 


masters, we have to acknowledge a difference of 
opinion among ourselves. Some of us suppose 
that when it is done with the free consent, and 
especially at the earnest desire of the slave him- 
self, and when his condition is improved by it, 
and his privileges. increased, and he is brought 
into the way of religious instruction, and so, per- 
haps, of salvation, to hire him is no violation of 
the law of love, but rather an act of kindness, 
Others, while they admit—as, indeed, we see not 
how any person can fail to admit—that a kind- 
ness instead of an injury is done to the individual 
slave, yet believe that the practice tends to up- 
hold and encourage the system of slavery, and 
is, therefore, an evil to be avoided as far as pos- 
sible. None of us, however, whatever may be 
our individual opinions, have any intention of 
employing slaves, unless in such peculiar circum- 
stances, as from our conference with you, we un- 
derstand would constitute a sufficient justifiea- 
tion in the view of the Prudential Committee of 
the Board 

‘Thus far, therefore, we see no ground of diffi- 
~ between ourselves and the patrons of the 

ard. 


Il But when we come to the question, how far 
itis right or expedient for us to attempt to en- 
force our own views of Christian duty by the dis- 
cipline of the church, we must remark, (1) That 
our churches are a churches, and 
are not subject to our dictation, but govern them- 
selves. (2) That we ourselves are bound by our 
own consciences, and cannot submit to dictation 
as to what we shall do, or attempt to do, in the 
discipline of the church. Yet (3.) that we cheer- 
fully acknowledge the right of the Board to know 
the principles on which we act, and the course 
which we pursue ; and to withdraw from us their 
patronage and support, if those principles or that 
course render us unworthy to be sustained. 

Premising, therefore, that in what further we 
have to say in relation to the discipline of the 
churches, we mean to be understood as speakin 
only of the influence which we ourselves shoul 
exert, and not as having sap to lord it over 
God’s heritage, we proceed to state more partic- 
— our views in relation to several points to 
which you, dear Sir, have directed our attention. 


1. We mourn the existence of slavery, and 
long for the coming of the day, when neither in 
our churches nor in the world shall a slaveholder 
ora slave be found. At the same time we can- 
not doubt, that the course which many would 
urge us to pursue in relation to our churches 
would only tend to retard, and not to hasten, the 
coming of that happy day. 


2. We regard it as essential to evidence of pi- 
ety, that a man profess and appear to adopt as 
his own practical guide, the rule of our blessed 
Savior, ‘“ Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even soto them.” And we 
deem it our duty to inculcate this rule of ac- 
tion on church members and candidates for church 
fellowship, in relation to slaves and slavery, as 
well as to every other subject. But we suppose 
it would be highly unreasonable to expect, that 
we should be able to bring all true Christians to 
see always as we see, in regard to what are the 
actual requirements of the law of love ; or to de- 
mand of us that we reject such from our com- 
munion, because they cannot see with our eyes, 
or with the eyes of northern Christians, brought 
up in so different circumstances, and under so 
— influences. _ ‘. i 

. It ts a comparatively easy task to ap) 
discipline of i: dank p fn which oe ex- 
plicitly condemned in the word of God; but a 
far more difficult and delicate task to apply it to 














1848. 


such as are only impliedly condemned by the 
general law of love. 

4. ‘The laws of the Nation, sustaining the sys- 
tem of slavery, prevailing jealousy of missionary 
interfereuce with what is generally regarded as 
simply a political institution, and the views of 
church members themselves, all are difficulties 
in the way of any church — which has a 
direct bearing on the subject of slavery. 

5. Itis not always wise to attempt what is 
manifestly a to be accomplished, 
though in itself desirable. In our answers to 
questions, we must have reference sometimes to 
what we suppose practicable to be done, rather 
than to what we + 3 be glad to do. 

6 In regard to the question of rejecting any 
person from the church simply because he is a 
slaveholder, we cannot for a moment hesitate. 
For (1) we regard it as certain, that the Apostles, 
who are our patterns, did receive slaveholders to 
the communion of the church ; and we have not 
yet been able to perceive any such difference be- 
tween their circumstances and ours, as to justify 
us in departing from their practice in this respect 
And (2) our general rule is to receive all to our 
communion who give evidence that they love the 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity ; and we cannot 
doubt that many slaveholders do give such evi- 
dence. 

7. Nor can we even make it a test of piety, or 
a condition of admission to the privileges of the 
church, that a candidate should express a deter- 
mination not to live aud die a slaveholder. For 
while, on the one hand, a determination to hold 
on to the possession of slaves, from motives man- 
ifestly selfish, would indeed constitute, in our 
minds, an evidence that the heart was not under 
the influence of the law of love ; yet, on the other 
hand, we cannot doubt the sincerity of many 
Christians, who, while they lament the existence 
of slavery, are yet fully persuaded that the 
emancipation of all their slaves, and suffering 
them to remain in the country, would only be 
doing an injury to the slaves themselves, as well 
as to the community at large. And such, not 
seeing a near prospect of a change of circum- 
stances, can ordinarily have no definite purpose 
of emancipating their slaves. The propriety of 
receiving such persons to Christian communion 
depends not upon the correctness of the opinion 
referred to. It is enough that the entertaining of 
such an opinion is shown by clear examples to be 
compatible with sincere piety for if this be so, 
it does not constitute a sufficient ground of exclu- 
sion from the privileges of the church of Christ 

8 You asked, among other things, whether we 
would undertake to discipline a church member 
for buying or selling slaves as mérchandise, for 


in 

Before giving a direct answer to this inquiry, 
we must remark that there are two extremes in 
relation to the traffic in slaves. One extreme is 
where a man purchases slaves for the mere pur- 
pose of traffic, transporting them to where they 
command a higher price, and there selling them 
again. Such a man, even in a slaveholding com- 
munity, is generally looked upon with abhorrence. 
And though such may be tolerated in many 
churches, they are not generally regarded as 
worthy of the name of Christian. Our churches 
have never yet furnished such an example. We 
trust they never will. 

The other extreme is where a slave is pur- 
chased under an agreement between himself and 
his purchaser, that he shall be set free, so soon as 
the value of his labor shall equal the price of his 
purchase. Of this we have examples. And this 


the members of our churches would commend, as 
a praiseworthy ye 
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But take another case which, at least in its 
principal features, is not uncommon. A slave is 
about to be sold to a slave-trader, but has leave, 
if he can, to find a neighbor who will purchase 
him. He applies to A., who replies, that he would 
gladly set him free, if he had the means, but is 
not able ; and to hold him as a slave his princi- 
ples forbid. He cannot buy him. With tears 
and entreaties, the slave tells of a wife and chil- 
dren whom he loves and from whom he must be 
separated forever ; but A. remains uamoved. He 
goes to B. and receives the same answer. But 
by long pleading, with crying and tears, B. is at 
length prevailed upon to make the purchase. 
Now, however true it may be that a more ex- 
panded and far-reaching view of the case would 
Justify A. in his decision, yet we suppose it would 
be hard to persuade that poor slave that A. was 
not hard-hearted ; and that B. had not at least 
come nearer than A to the fulfilment of the law 
of love. Hard, we should ‘probably find it, to 
convince most of the members of our churches, 

Between the two extremes of purchasing for 
the slave’s sake, and buying and selling with a 
total disregard of the interest of the slave, there 
are many cases of mixed motive, where the buy- 
er or othe might allow that he had regard to his 
own interest; but yet, as he makes the condition 
of the slave no worse, but perhaps much better, 
by the transfer, neither he, nor most of his breth- 
ren in the church, could be led to see, that he had 
been guilty of any violation of the law of love. 
Occasional exchanges of masters are so insepara- 
ble from the existence of slavery, that the churches 
could not consistently receive slaveholders to 
their communion at all, and at the same time for- 
bid all such exchan We regard it, therefore, 
as impossible to exercise discipline for the buying 
or selling of slaves, except in flagrant cases 
manifest disregard to the welfare of the slave. 

9. Again you inquired whether wg would dis- 
cipline a member who, by sale or purchase 
should separate busband and wife, or parents and 
children. 

In relation to the separation of parents and 
children, we must first remark, that it is one of 
those things which are not forbidden by any ex- 
press injunction of Scripture; so that where 
wrong exists, it can be shown to be such only by 
exhibiting its inconsistency with the — law 
of love. Very young children, we believe, are 
seldom separated from their mothers. In our 
churches we do not remember to have known an 
instance. In regard to older children, many cases 
may arise, where neither the condition of the pa- 
rent nor that.of the child will be rendered worse 
but that of one of them may be [poms improved 
by the oa separation ; and where it cannot 
be readily shown to be any more a violation of 
the law of love, than any other transfer of a slave 
from one master to another. It is impossible, in 
our circumstances, to make it a general rule that 
the separation of parents and children, by sale or 
purchase, shall be regarded as a disciplinable 
offence. 

The separation of husband and wife is a differ- 
ent case, being a violation of the express injunc- 
tion, “‘ What God hath joined ther, let not 
man put asunder.” ‘The current of public senti- 
ment, too, is against the parting of husband and 
wife, unless in cases where the parties are known 
to be so unfaithful to each other as not to deserve 
that appellation, or in cases of aggravated crime 
on the part of the slave sold; such, for example, 
as in New land would te a free man 
from his family by consigning him to a protracted 
residence in the penitentiary. With exceptions 
like these, we should hope to be sustained by our 
churches in the exercise of discipline for the sep- 








aration of husband and wife, if occasion should 
require ; but we hope rather that no such occa- 
sion may ever arise. 

10. Cruelty and injustice on the part of mas- 
ters towards servants we should regard in sub- 
stantially the same light with injuries of parents 
to their children, of a mechanic to an indented 

ntice, or of an employer to a hired servant ; 
ys, with the apostle Paul, enjoining upon 
servants to be obedient to their masters, and upon 
masters to render unto their servants that which 
is just and equal ; and holding it as our duty, in 
cases of delinquency, to instruct, exhort, rebuke, 
or tell it to the church, according to the circum- 
stances and the measure of aggravation in each 
particular case. 

il. In to the religious instruction of 
slaves, we inculcate on all our members the duty 
of teaching the way of salvation to al! under their 
care and influence, and especially their children 
and servants. ‘The*covenants of our churches 
require it. That we perform our whole duty in 
this or any other respect, we dare not claim. 
That we attain all we wish, is far from the truth. 
How far the neglect of this duty should be made 
a matter of discipline, we suppose must be left to 
the discretion of each tor and each church. 
And while we have to confess that we painfully 
witness sad deficiencies in members of our 
churches, in regard to the instruction of their ser- 
vants not only, but of their children also, for 
which we have not attempted to procure the exer- 
cise of church discipline, we think we may safely 

al to the pastors of churches in the most 
highly favored portions of our country, whether 
they also do not feel the same pain in regard to 
the same neglect, on the part of some of their 
members, towards their children, apprentices and 
hired servants, and yet make no attempt to pro- 
cure the exclusion of such delinquents from the 
privileges of the church. 

These, dear Sir, are our views ; this the posi- 
tion in which we stand. And this statement we 
wish you to present to the Prudential Committee, 
and have uo objection that it be published to the 
world. Whatever the consequence may be, we 
have nothing to conceal. 

We trust that we shall not, for this, be looked 
=e as advocates of slavery. We are not so. 

e lament and deplore the existence of such a 
system. Our feelings, our example, our influence 
are against it. But to make the adoption of all 
our views respecting it. and a corresponding 
course of action, a test of piety and a condition 
of fellowship in our churches, is what we cannot 
in conscience do. Nor do we believe that our 
northern brethren and friends could desire it, if 
they could see, as we think we see, what must be 
the inevitable result. 

And _ now, dear Sir, if on account of this the 
Committee or the Board can no longer sustain us ; 
if they must withdraw from us their support, as 
we are aware that a portion of the Christian com- 
munity would urge them to do, and, so far as they 
are concerned, leave the Cherokee people with- 
out the preaching of the word of God, then 
wherever the responsibility belongs, there let it 
rest. As to ourselves, we must act according to 
the dictates of our consciences, and be making 
known the gospel to the Cherokee people while 
= may; and only then cease, when it is no 

in Our power to continue. 
“aawe pray the Committee to remember, that 
if the patronage of the Hoard be withdrawn from 
us, it will not be for the violation, on our part, of 
any condition on which we were sent into the 
3; but in consequence of new conditions, with 
which we cannot in conscience comply. 


Again, if support be withdrawn us on ac- 
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count of views which we have expressed in this 
communication, it will of necessity be, so far as 
the Board is concerned, an entire withholding of 
the word of God from the Cherokee people. For 
to recall us on this ground, and send others who 
would pursue an opposite course, would be man- 
ifestly a and vain. Such an idea, we 
suppose Board could not for a moment en- 
tertain 

It is truly painful to us to think of a dissolu- 
tion of our connection with the Board, which 
dwells always in our hearts, and whose prosper- 
ity our —— always identify with the prosper- 
ity of the Zion of our God; and of which each 
of us is ready to say, “If I ror thee, let my 
right hand forget her cunning ; if 1 do not remem- 
ber thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth.” At the same time, and for the same 
reason, we know not how to endure the thought 
that our connection with the Board should be an 
incuinbrance, clogging its wheels, and diminish- 
ing its means of spreading the gospel in the 
earth. But if our voice could reach that portion 
of the Christian community who disapprove our 
course, and would have the Board require us to 
do otherwise, or withdraw from us their patron- 
age and support, we would respectfully ask 
whether they are quite sure that the course, which 
they require us to pursue, would do more to pro- 
mote the object they desire than that which we 
do pursue. We would humbly confess our lia- 
bility to error, But we would ask whether they 
are not liable to error too. We make no pre- 
tensions to superior wisdom. Yet we suppose 
we may, consistently with Christian modesty and 
humility, refer to our superior advantages for ob- 
serving the circumstances in which we and the 
churches under our care are placed. T'hey see 
very obscurely, in the dimness of the distance, 
what we see clearly, immediately before our 
eyes. It is impossible, we op for them to 
appreciate the difficulties which lie in the way of 
such a course of church discipline as they would 
recommend ; impossible to appreciate the pallia- 
tions which frequently exist, im relation to many 
evils incidental to the system of slavery ; impos- 
sible to see, at such a distance, the complication 
of difficulties by which the whole subject of sla- 
very is embarrassed and perplexed. We have 
searcely a doubt, that by far the greatest part of 
those ministers of the gospel who are ready to 
censure or condemn our course, would them- 
selves, in the same circumstances, pursue the 
same course. 

We would not claim a confidence to which we 
are not entitled ; but we ask for candor. And if 
it should be found, on inquiry, as we believe it 
would, that among all who, with principles op- 
posed to slavery, become pastors of churches 
in communities where slavery prevails, there are 
none, or next to none, who pursue a course 
materially differing from our own, we think that 
that single fact should lead distant Christians at 
least to suspect that there may be better reasons 
for it than they are able to perceive, but which a 
closer and clearer view of facts and circum- 
stances and characters would enable them to 
discover. And we would further ask whether, if 
we are in other respects worthy of support, it is 
not at least better to continue our care of the 
churches, than to leave them either as sheep 
without a shepherd, or to the care of men whose 
influence would tend still less than ours to hasten 
the day, to which we all rejoice to look forward, 
when every bond shall be broken, and every slave 


go free. 

We have endeavored distinctly, though briefly, 
to make known our views. We st hope 
that what we have written, instead of leading to 
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any protracted discussion, will rather be taken as 
a foal exposition of our sentiments, a defining of 
our position. Not that we are immutable, or 
dare pledge ourselves to see always exactly as 
we now see; but at present, certainly, we can 
perceive no reason to change our course. So we 
do; and in so doing we must stand or fall. 

in behalf of the brethren of the Cherokee 
a fully and trul 

ery respectfully and truly yours, 
, C Garson: Serta, Moderator. 
S. A. WorcEsTER, Clerk. 


The Choctaw mission sent the following letter 
to the Prudential Committee, as expressing their 
views. 


Norwalk, Choctaw Nation, March 31, 1848. 
To the Prudential Committee of the A. B. C. F. M., 

Missionary House, Boston. 

Dear Brethren and Fathers :—The letter which 
was prepared and written you by us, while our 
highly esteemed counsellor and friend, Mr. ‘Treat, 
one of the Secretaries of the Board, was with us, 
was not forwarded, as was expected, when he 
lefius. It was soon ascertai that it did not 
satisfactorily express the views and wishes of all 

members of the mission. It was accordingly 
retained. It was written in circumstances that 
required more haste, and admitted of less mutual 
consultation, than was desirable, considering the 
importance of the subject. ‘There was something 
wanting to produce in our own hearts the convic- 
tion, that it contained a full and faithful expression 
of the sentiments of the mission. And for the 
same reason, it was not adapted to convey to 
your minds the right impression. More time was 
needed to examine atu Uiscuss so great a subject. 
The letter was retained that it might be laid once 
more before the members of the mission, who 
would assemble at the meeting of the Indian Pres- 
bytery, on the last ‘Thursday of March, at Nor- 
walk. 

‘The letter having been read and considered, 
the mission are not willing to have it forwarded 
according to its form when Mr. Treat left us. 
We now wish to submit to the consideration of 
the Committee the following statements and re- 
marks. 

First, respecting our neutrality. 

For many years it has been deemed by us im- 

riant to our usefulness, in our own sphere of la- 

r, not to agitate our own minds, nor those of 
our people, with any of the great and exciting 
topics of the day, in church or state, such as cause 
debate and division, and the ranging of men into 
parties against each other. We had our princi- 
ples once tried in this respect, when the Presby- 
terian Church was divided into two schools. 'T 
subject was once introduced into our Presbytery, 
for action thereon. A few words were spoken, 
enough to show that division might be near us. 
We then resolved to remain neutral. We deemed 
it of vital importance among our people to act as 
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our own Presbyterian brethren in either of their 
Schools, so long as it would endanger our own 
unity. 

‘And we wish you and all our friends here 
and elsewhere to be assured, that we feel much 
more pleasure and satisfaction in the hope of do- 
ing masters and servants good, by preaching the 
Lord Jesus directly to them, than we can in ex- 
plaining and enforcing the prominent principles 
of equal rights merely as such, especially so far 
as they imply that they contain something of im- 
portance, which has become so only within a few 
years. We feel that the Bible contains all that 
we have need to know or teach. And we prefer 
to use the plain language of the Bible, just as it 
is, upon the subject of slavery, to any other code 
of principles or plans of operation. We have 
had trials on the subject of slavery ever since 
we came here. But we have endeavored to 
bear with each other and our fellow Christians, 
And we have, until recently, succeeded as a mis- 
sion in maintaining neutrality. You are aware 
that there is now, upon this subject, a division 
among us And we do not wish for its growth. 
In our neutrality we supposed that we had en- 
joyed your approbation. For we have noticed 
that at the annual meetings of the Board, when 
memorials have been presented on the subject of 
slavery, it was apparently with reluctance that 
they were considered, because they did not per- 
tain to the great object of the organization of 
the Board. And yet we are now so involved in 
the matter that we can be silent no longer. 

We wish to touch —_ the history of our 
connection with slavery. e have been and are 
concerned with it in two ways; by employing 
slaves as laborers, and by admitting them 
their masters to the church, as we do other per- 
sons who give evidence of personal piety. e 
are not slareholders, nor have we been, save for 
the single purpose of emancipation, while labor- 
ing in our families. 

, & the year 1818, at the commencement of this 
mission, African slavery was in existence in this 
nation. The early missionaries were called to 
make it a subject of inquiry and prayer. There 
was no avoiding all contact with it The large 
hoarding-school establishments, and other multi- 
plied and constant labors, in a hot and sickly 
climate, then as well as now, made the employ- 
ment of considerable slave labor tadiapencatle. 
For the plain reason that the man who devotes 
his time and energies to the welfare of others 
must himself have help in the performance of all 
such labors as he is not able to perform. Our 
brethren not having received instructions from 
the Prudential Committee, adopted that course 
which they deemed proper, and not inconsistent 
with the Bible. 

In the spring of 1824, when we were favored 
with our first visit from Mr. Evarts, of blessed 
memory, the matter of employing slave labor un- 
derwent an examination. Written views against 
such labor were laid before the Secretary. His 
own were clearly expressed at a large meeting 





a band of brothers, and not have them supp 
that Christ is divided. We endeavored to attend 
to our own work, and we were prospered in it. 
Since then, about one hundred persons yearly 
have been added to our churches. 

In regard to one feature of the subject of 
slavery, we feel that our principles in favor of 
neutrality are also to be tried We have been 
aware of the approach of this subject. And we 
thought our situation was described by the pro- 
phet Isaiah when he said, “‘lheir strength 1s to 
sit still.” We have endeavored as a mission to 
keep aloof from the abolition movement, from 
some of the same reasons that forbade us to join 





of ies. ‘The early course of the mission 
was continued with his approbation. And we are 
not aware that his views upon the points sub- 
mitted to him were afterwards changed. 

We need not here spread out before you in de- 
tail the correspondence and resolutions of the 
Prudential Committee in regard to the purchasing 
of slaves, with a reference to their working out 
their own redemption. We trust you have no- 
ticed in us an ordinary willingness, at least, to 
comply with your instructions. Yet we have 
been painfully tried at the necessity of employing 
this kind of help. We did once hope that as- 
sistant missionaries cou'd be found, and sent out 








in sufficient numbers, to avoid this difficulty. In 
this we sanaeee di 5 oy ng made 
expensive efforts to hire free people, 
have we failed. In our situation we need felp 
that can be relied on. And thus it will be while 
we remain here as missionaries. Good free help 
for us, in our situation, is very rare in this land. 
We have felt it to be a peculiar privilege in a 
matter of so much importance to communicate 
freely with the Prudential Committee, and to re- 
ceive their instructions. Of late years the subject 
of slavery has awakened a deep and growing in- 
terest in the minds of a large number of our best 
friends and patrons in our father land. Such an 
interest had not manifested itself when the older 
members of this mission were sent forth from New 
England to their work. The various measures 
adopted within a few years to present the slavery 
tion, as with us, to the American 
d at several of its annual meetings, we have 
not failed to notice. And we read with peculiar 
interest and satisfaction the proceedings of the 
Board, especially the great and good result to 
which, in the autumn of 1845, that venerable body 
of men arrived, when assembled at Brooklyn. 
We thought it was not in our power to express, 
in so clear a manner, our own leading principles 
on that whole subject, as were then given to the 
world. We thought that we occupied ground in 
common with our brethren and fathers. Aud 
some of us promised ourselves a time of rest, and 
of going forward in our work, without any further 
agitation, or necessity of having the slavery ques- 
tion introduced at our ecclesiastical and mission- 
ary meetings, as well as at the annual meetings 
the Board. But the public mind did not find 
rest. i indicated this. Letters 
also from Missionary House have been of a 
kind since to awaken in us an apprehension, that 
we were not proceeding altogether right 
Public conventions held since 1845 mm Ohio and 
Illinois, especially at Chicago last summer, have 
ex formal opinions which a indicate 
that all was not right among us. And we speak 
it with pain, we have strong reasons to fear, in 
reference to this one subject in our missionary la- 
bors, that full and fraternal confidence has not 
been exercised toward us by some who are the 
benefactors of the mission. And that we may 
in and share their confidence, and sustain the 
character of good missionaries in their estima- 


tion, we apprehend that something more than we 
have ever done is now called for, something that 
is in advance of all that has been punpesed and 


effected by us, which shall be positive and tangible, 

and which shall go directly to check a pro-slaver 
irit and to bring the system itself to an end, 
‘he above historical sketch shows also our po- 


For the first twenty-five years of the mission, 
our course was rally in accordance with the 
views of the Prudential Committee. Since that 
time, it has appeared in some respects to be 
otherwise. 

It may be proper to state some of our own 
views, that neither ourselves nor the Board be 
— of as ‘the propagators of a slaveholding 

ristianity.” And yet it will be difficult to ee 
—- the considerations which have an 
i in the formation of our opinions, Curing 
the long period of our stay here, upon the subject 
of slavery. 

When we came here, the question with us had 
ceased to be a speculative one. It was a practical 
one. Necessity was laid upon us to learn the 
divine mode of treating it. For slavery was among 
the Choctaws. It was not our work to inquire 
for its author, or into its history, but for our duties 
in regard to it. We thought that we need not 
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our way in the dark, and that the Lord had 
given his church a revelation of his will. We are 
clearly of this impression now. ‘The wrongs and 
evils of the system, in all their bearings and lathe- 
ences, are known to Him. He alone can devise 
rules to remedy them all. We judge that he did 
take this subject under his own guidance, and 
has given his Church a knowledge of his will. 
Plain instructions are given to masters and ser- 
vants and to their teachers. 

Under the application and influence of these in- 
structions, we are to look for those results, what- 
ever they may be, which will be most pleasing to 
God, in their nature, time, and manner and mea- 
sure. It is our peculiar and appropriate work, as 
ministers of the Lord Jesus, to communicate the 
truths God has given. and as he gave them, hoping 
in this way to bring about that state of things 
which he holds dearer than all others. And it be- 
comes us to go forward in the exercise of a full 
and living faith in these counsels of the Lord, and 
to trust the work and the issue in his hands. To 
man it might seem wise to take hold of the work, 
in some respects, in some other way. But we 
must remember that we are not to be wise above 
what is written; that “ the word of God is quick 
and powerful, and sharper than any two-ed 
sword” Ele says by the mouth of the prophet, 
Jt shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please.” ‘The apostle 
Paul also says, ‘‘ For the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strongholds, casting down imagi- 
nations and every thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ.” Here is 
the ground of our confident hope of doing any good 
to masters and servants ; and yet who 1s sufficient 
for these things? And oh! that we could add, 
“ Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth 
us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the 
savor of his knowledge by us in every place.” 
We have much reason to be grateful that several 
masters have given evidence of piety, and were 
received into the church, because the Apostles have 
set us plain examples. More than two hundred 
of their servants we have been allowed. at different 
times, to feed as members of the Savior’s flock 
in these woods. ‘These are some of our views of 
what we think we ought to do. and which we ho 
will also be pleasing to God if performed as 
directs. 

There are some things connected with slavery 
as a civil insti/ution, with which we have not yet 
considered it our duty to meddle. 

As a civil relation it exists by virtue of the con- 
stitution and laws of the land. We are taught in 
the Bible our duties as citizens. It may be deemed 
our duty by some to adopt a train of measures, 
which shall aim in their object directly to coun- 
tervail the whole system, and in the end under- 
mine the entire fabric which human legislation 
has framed in regard to slavery. We do not 
feel that we are ired to adopt such a course. 
Nor do we regard this as our work. We are not 
citizens of the nation. We are missionaries re- 
siding here by the permission of our national 
Government, and we can be removed at their 
pleasure. We are, in a civil respect, foreigners 
and tenants at will under the officers of our Gov- 
ernment. The civil interests of this people are 
not committed to us. Other interests are, and 
such as are of more value than all civil and po- 
litical interests combined. ‘The Savior and his 
Apostles have not left any recorded example of 
their devoting themselves to the reformation of 
systematic civil wrongs, although many such ex- 
isted where they lived and labored. Their prac- 
tice and instructions have weight with us. dther 
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members of the church may be raised up to ac- 
complish good to their country as legislators, 
rulers and reformers. 

We would remark that in our opinion this is 
not the most eligible part of the United States for 
attempting, at this time, a change in the civil re- 
Jatious of masters and servants. If all the region, 
far aud near, and on every side, were another New 
England in its glory, then another sun would shed 
down light. But it is far otherwise. 

There is another remark which should be 
made This nation, in its improvements, schools, 
churches. and public spirit pertaining to the great 
cause of benevolence, is but an infant. ‘This 
must be remembered by us all, especially if we 
would try to manage their civil matters. ‘Thirty 
years here cannot be equal, in their religious influ- 
ence on slavery, to two hundred years in the 
Carolinas. ‘The past experience of missionaries 
among the Indian tribes, who have meddled 
much with the civil and political concerns of their 
red brethren, has not been encouraging, either in 
its influence on their own minds, or t of the 
people. Such a course may lead to the forma- 
tion of worldly, ins.ead of heavenly attachments ; 
or,on the other hand, worldly and wieked ani- 
mosities and jealousies may arise. 

Besides, the good results to individuals of a 
temporal nature which we might look for, if suc- 
cessful, when we have done our utmost, appear 
to be of minor value, and of a doubtful tenure, 
when compared with those of a spiritual kind, 
offered in the gospel, and which we are bound to 
promote at all times. Shall we not then attend 
to this great work, which was made ours by the 
Head of the Church ? 

We feel safe because we are so sure that we 
are right, when we can make the Apostles our 
guide and example They were often in a situ- 
ation so nearly akin to ours, in this very respect, 
that all human wisdom would have failed them. 
They needed the aid of inspiration, which they 
received, and under its influence they wrote as 
they did for the common benefit of others, wher- 
ever slavery might prevail. Their instructions 
and examples we feel bound to regard. 

We should be careful how we risk the spiritual 
interests committed to us, by attempting to man- 
age worldly ones, which are not given us by the 
Savior. 

These are some of our views and thoughts 
which we wished to submit to your consideration. 
The inquiry may now be made, Wherein do we, 
as a mission, differ from our Patrons and Coun- 
sellors? We apprehend that the difference may 
relate chiefly to slavery as a civil institution. 
But whether it be so or not, we suppose that a 
difference does somewhere exist; and yet it has 
been formed honestly and with the exercise of a 
good conscience. It seems to us to be an in- 
stance of an honest and real difference of opin- 
ion, among men who have a common and a good 
object in view ; men, too, who love the kingdom 
of the Savior more than any earthly object, and 
who retain full confidence in each other’s motives, 
piety and religious faith, and who are united in 
their views of the greatness and extent of the 
evils of slavery and the desirableness of having 
them all done away. But they do not agree as 
to the mode of operation in all respects. 

The question which now arises, is, whether this 
difference of sentiment is of that kind and nature 
which calls for mutual forbearance, patience, 
study of the Bible and prayer, or for something 
else 7 It appears to us very desirable, if practi- 
cable, to continue our labors as heretofore, and 
rely on God for his continued blessing. This is 
not the first instance in which the people of God 
have found themselves thus situated, and espe- 
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cially those who dwell amidst slavery, as thous- 
ands of them do this day, and may for ages to 
come. As slavery with various modifications 
has, for a long ume, had an existence in the 
Chureh of God, it is proper for us to inquire how 
the servants of the Lord in ‘old time” were 
taught by him, as well as how they conducted in 
regard to it. May it not be ——— to the 
Head of the Church that his people labor for him 
in the exercise of mutual forbearance and love, 
while —?—"_" 7 steadfastly his own word and 
his rules for all our relative and social duties, 
trusting in God for the safe and best result ? 

There are interests here dear to us as life itself, 
and there are responsibilities of great weight. 
Many of them are connected with the subject 
matter of this communication. which reach far 
beyond ourselves and our families and the present 

eneration of Choctaws and their friends. We 
eel them keenly, whenever our thoughts turn upon 
the churches and schools God has gathered in this 
land through our feeble instrumentality. These 
interests we have not the power to sustain, nor 
the wisdom to guide. Nor can we understand 
every thing connected with this subject, and es- 
pecially those which are at a distance, and which 
press with most weight on the Prudential Com- 
mittee. We cannot know and feel them as you 
do. And we entreat you, if you find that we do 
not sufficiently identify ourselves with your plans, 
views and counsels, not to think it strange, or as 
indicating a loss of confidence, or a rebellious 
temper. It is a long and weary time, and one 
too of many changes, during which we have 
been absent. We have been often told that a 
great change has taken place at the North, and 
that we have not kept pace with this change. It 
may be that we have not; yet whenever we lay 
our hands on our hearts, we feel the pulsations of 
brotherhood as strong as ever. 

This people is adependent one. Our mission 
is still so. We have made but a promising conr- 
mencement in our work. Help, in missionaries, 
teachers and supplies, will be needed for years 
to come, to continue what is already commenced, 
as well as to occupy new portions of our 
The Lord’s hand is to be acknowledged with 
humility and reverence in all our ways. He may 
wish to effect some great Sone But will he 
not go before us in a pillar of cloud by day 
and of fire by night? May we not look for some 
plain indication of his will, before we determine 
upon a change that shall greatly affect this mission ? 
If it should be his blessed will that we cast all 
our cares on him, cease all our anxieties, and en- 

and continue, with still more love and zeal, 
and with greater success in our labors, we shall 
greatly rejoice. And if he will so order the 
events of his providence, that we shall never fail 
hereafter to welcome, as formerly, new fellow 
laborers from the North ; and so that the streams 
of charity which have flowed so long and with 
such rich blessings from that good land, shall 
never dry up; and so that the name of the mis- 
sion, as well as our own names and those of our 
sisters here, shall not be stricken from the list 
where they have long stood with those of other 
dear brethren and sisters gone to other heathen 
lands, and with the Fathers and Brethren of the 
Board, who meet in council yearly for our 
and the world’s salvation, then our joy will be 
full. We need not write more. 

After reviewing what we have written upon 
the several topics, viz: newfrality, our position, 
history of slave labor, scriziura! instruction, civil 
relation, differences in sentient, and future course, 
and after calling to mind our prayers and labors, 
our obligations to the Savior, our relations to 
you and to this people, we wish so far as practi- 








cable, to lay the whole over upon your arms, and 
we do refer the great tion, as to what must 
done, to you, with entire confidence in your 
wisdom, the uprightness of your pu , and 
r wish to act in the matter as will, in your 
ent, best secure the great and important 
interests at stake. 

And that wisdom from the great Head of the 
church, may ever guide you and the executive 
officers of the Board, will be the prayer of your 
brethren in our glorious Lord pod Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

C. Kiyessury. 
ALFRED WRIGHT. 
Cyrus ByineTton. 
E. HotcuKin. 

C. C. Copetanp 
Davip Breen, Jr. 
H. K. CoPpecanp. 
D. H. Winsuip. 


I would cheerfully unite with my brethren in the 
last paragraph, in referring what is to be done to the 
wisdom of the Prudential Committee. 

J. C. Strone. 


To this communication the following answer 
was made, by the direction of the Prudential 
Committee. 


Missionary House, Boston, June 22, 1848. 
To the Members of the Choctaw Mission. 

Dear Brethren :—Your letter of March 31 was 
received on the Sth of May. It was my wish to 
lay it before the Prudential Committee, together 
with my own report on the relations of the Cher- 
okee and Choctaw missions to the subject of 
Suvers, at the earliest opportunity ; but my ordi- 
nary duties have been so urgent, since I returned 
from the Indian country, and my health has been 
so poor, that | could not complete the necessary 
preparation till within the past four or five days 
At our last Committee meeting, however, held on 
the 20th instant, the matter was taken into con 
sideration ; and I now sit down to give you the 
result. 

Your kind expressions of attachment and con- 

nce we most cordially and fully reciprocate. 
We love the Choctaw mission. Towards the older 
members, especially, those who have toiled faith- 
fully and successfully for twenty-five or thirty 
years, we entertain feelings such as few mission- 
aries even have awakened in our hearts. It has 
given me the highest pleasure, as a humble indi- 
vidual, to bear testimony to the integrity and 
devotedness with which you have labored, and 
the signal success with which God has crowned 
your efforts ; and while life lasts, I shall cherish 
the remembrance of my brief sojourn among 


you. 
But none will be more ready than yourselves 
to admit that errors of judgment may have 
occurred in the history of your mission. And in 
regard to the — subject discussed in your 
letter, you will concede, we doubt not, a peculiar 
liability to such errors. Your circumstances have 
been difficult and embarrassing from the first ; 
and it was not to be expected that you should 
avoid mistakes in every instance. You will not 
be surprised, therefore, when we say (what, in- 
deed, yon seem to anticipate) that there are 
inciples involved in your mode of procedure 
which we are constrained to dissent. With 

that frankness which belongs to the relation we 
sustain to you, and in a spirit which we hope our 
gracious Master will not disapprove, we present 
our own views; from which you will be able to 
infer the nature and extent of the difference 
between us. We take this course, without par- 
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ticularly noticing all the points in your letter, 
because in so doing we hope to exhibit our senti- 
ments in a more orderly and intelligible manner. 

But here let us guard your minds against a 
possible misapprehension of our principles. 

1. We do not claim any dir.:t control over the 
churches which you have gathered ; nor shall we 
ever approach them with the language of authur- 
ity or dictation. Most happy are we to acknowl- 
edge them as churches of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We can suppose a case, indeed, in which we 
should feel it our duty to address them as breth- 
ren, beloved in the Lord, calling to our aid what- 
ever power there is in argument, or appeal, or 
expostniation, as circumstances might demand, 
And we can suppose still another case, in which 
we might be constrained, by the sacredness of 
the trust committed to us, to withhold that pecu- 
niary aid it has given us, in past years, so much 
pleasure to afford. But in all this we should 
recognize them as having all the privileges and 
immunities which appertain to any body of 
Christians, in any part of the world. 

We do not wish you, either individually or 
collectively, to bring any influence to bear upon 
those churches, or the community in which you 
dwell, except such as belongs to the ministerial 
office. Your churches, as well as yourselves, 
being in connection with the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, (meeting aunually,) 
we expect you to claim only those prerogatives 
which are conceded to pastors under the juris- 
diction of that body, so far as they are suited to 
your circumstances. The rights of your sessions 
and your churches must be duly regarded ; for 
no apparent good can compensate for the injury 
done to a fundamental principle. You may 
argue with these brethren whom you have begot- 
ten in the gospel, ss your appeal to reason 
and to Scripture ; but when you have exhausted 
your powers of persuasion, they must be left to 
act according to their own views of duty, being 
answerable only to the higher judicatories of 
your church, and to their Lord and Master. In 
what cireumstances, and for what reasons, you 
may be allowed or required to withdraw from 
them, is a question which we have no occasion to 
consider at the present time. 

3. We do not design to infringe in the least, 
by what we shall say in this letter, upon your 
rights as ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
From him, primaril and mainly, you hold 
your commission ; to him, primarily and mainly, 
you are responsible for the manner in which you 
discharge the duties of your office. We speak 
to you as brethren, engaged in a common work, 
under the eye of a common Master. Upon one 
point which will come up in this discussion, we 
might address you in the language of authority ; 
but even in regard to this question. as well as 
others, we choose to approach you with sugges- 
tions and arguments. We ask you to give them, 
as we doubt not you will, a candid and prayerful 
consideration. Perhaps we shall yet see eye to 
eye. And if this may not be, we will then raise 
the inquiry, “ What further shall be done? ” 

Before proceeding to speak of the course which 
it is proper for missionaries to follow in a slave- 
holding community, it will be expedient to advert, 
for a moment, to the character of the system 
which has given rise to this discussion. And 
here, we presume, your views are in substantial 
accordance with ourown. In your letter, indeed, 
you refer tothe report adopted by the Board at 
its meeting in Brooklyn (1848) in terms of 
decided approbation. “ We thought it was not 
in our power,” you say, “to express in so clear 
a manner our own leading principles on that 
whole subject.” But that document speaks of 
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“ the wickedness of the system” of slavery, “the 
unrighteousness of the principles on which the 
whole system is based, and the violation of the 
natural rights of man, the debasement, wicked- 
ness and misery it involves, and which are in fact 
witnessed, to a greater or less extent, wherever it 
exists ;” and it quotes with approval the following 
declaration of one whom we all love and honor : 
“ Viewed in all its bearings, it is a tremendous 
evil; its destructive influence is seen on the mor- 
als of the master and the slave ; it sweeps away 
those barriers which every civilized community 
has erected to protect the purity and chastity of 
the fainily relation.” ‘Thus far, then, we are per- 
fectly agreed. Domestic slavery is at war with 
the rights of man and opposed to the principles 
of the gospel. 

But you will say, perhaps, that a distinction 
should be made between the — itself and 
the persons implicated therein, between slavery 
and slaveholding. We acknowledge the justice 
of this distinction ; and because of its importance 
in this discussion, we will briefly state our views 
in relation to it. 

A system of slavery, like that which we are 
now considering, we believe to be always and 
every where sinful; but we do not believe that 
every act of slaveholding is sinful. A person 
may come into this relation, and may continue 
in it for a time, involuntarily. He may wish to 

t an end to it, and may actually put an end to 
it, as soon as gy Such an - incurs no 

ilt whatever. His purpose was always right; 
pa the first act whieh he had the power ou 
forth, bearing upon the continuance of the rela- 
tion, was also right. 

But a man may have the power to free his 
slaves, and yet not do it, out of regard to their 
highest qed He honestly hopes, we will sup- 

, that their day of freedom will soon come ; 
be is doing, as he thinks, all that he can to hasten 
that day; in the mean time he omits nothing that 
a considerate and humane master can devise for 
their temporal and spiritual advantage. Now it 
is posite that he has misjudged in deferring 
emancipation. Perhaps it would have been 
better for the slaves to receive their liberty at 
once ; perhaps there were other considerations 
that should have been decisive. If so, what is his 

ition? ‘The answer would seem to be two- 
fold. 1. The continuance of the relation is 
wrong ; but, 2, the master may stand acquitted 
in the sight of God, because was influenced 
solely by benevolent motives. Just as the selling 
of ardent spirits, in the days of our common 
ignorance on the subject of temperance, was 
clearly wrong ; and yet many good men, never 
imagining that they were ae to the 
law of love, engaged in the traffic. The external 
character of an act is one thing ; its internal char- 
acter is quite another thing. A man may consci- 
entiously do that which is _— in its ten- 
dency; as, on the other hand, he may, with a 
bad motive and se, do that which is inno- 
cent or beneficial in its tendency. 

As we pass from such slaveholding as we have 
just considered to that which is manifestly selfish, 
we find a tract of debateable ground on which 
we have no occasion to — Sooner or later 
we shall come to that mournfully large class of 
cases, in respect to which no distinction or quali- 
fication can be made. We would not speak too 
confidently ; still we fear that the owners of 
slaves ae ae and treat them as pro; 
erty, making their own advantage, and not the 

of those who are in bonds. grand object 
which they keep in view. And we cannot sup- 
press the apprehension, that this is true even in 
that community which has shared so largely, 
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through your labors, in the benefits conferred by 
Christian missions. 

I have already said, that we regard domestic 
slavery as at war with the rights of man, and 
opposed to the principles of the gospel. We do 
not claim that either Christ or his Apostles ex- 
pressly condemned this system in the New Testa- 
ment. But we do claim that they said and did 
much that, by fair implication, bears strongly 
against it; while, on the other hand. they said 
and did nothing that, by fair implication, gives it 
the least sanction Suppose, for example, that 
brief but comprehensive injunction of our Savior, 
“ Whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them,” to be carried out to 
its legitimate results. What would become of 
slavery? In all its essential features, it would 
cease at once. Whatever might be the result as 
to the legal relation, its spirit would die. And 
then the Scriptures invest every man with privi- 
leges and responsibilities, which are utterly incon- 
sistent with his remaining in a state of servitude. 
The slave cannot receive the fruit of his toil, 
according to the divine arrangement. He can 
neither enjoy all the rights nor perform all the 
duties of a husband or parent, as set forth in the 
Bible. He cannot develop those intellectual 
powers which, as seen in the light of revelation, 
are a treasure beyond all price. Above all, he 
cannot, in most cases, have that untrammeled 
access to God and his holy word, which is worth 
more to him, as a lost yet immortal and account- 
able being, than anything else. 

It is not our design to go into any extended 
argument on this point; and still it may be well 
to make a passing allusion to the inference which 
is often drawn from the injunctions in the New 
Testament, addressed to masters and servants, 
The question is,—‘* Do these injunctions concede 
or recognize the right of property in a human 
being 7” Now it does seem to us, that every 
thing which is said to masters and servants ts 
consistent with the hypothesis, that the Apostles 
regarded the gun relation as unnatural and 
sinful. Any one at the present day, who believes 
the system to be wrong, and labors, however 
diligently, for its termination, may with perfect 
propriety use the very same language _ Besides, 
if these directions of which we are speaking, 
prove that slavery is right now, they prove that 
this institution as it then existed in the Roman 
empire, giving the master the power of life and 
death’ even, was also right: a proposition, we 
presume, that no one will undertake to defend. 

But why did not the Apostles, directly and 
unequivocally, affirm the sinfulness of slavery ? 
Why did they not insist upon the duty of emanci- 
pation? Simply because (if we may venture to 
give an opinion) they saw that such a course, in 
their circumstances, would not soonest and best 
extirpate the evil And for this policy they found 
the amplest authority in the dealings of God with 
his covenant people. and in the life of Christ. 

To us, then, it seems very ciear, that ~~ 
opposed to the ye of the gospel. t 
line of conduct then shall the missionary pom, 
when he is brought into contact with n? The 
answer, to be complete and satisfactory, must 
embrace the following topics ; namely, the preach- 
ing of the gospel, the instruction given to slave- 
holding converts, the admission of this class of 
persons to the church, and the treatment they receive 
in the church. 


The Preaching of the Gospel. 

It is the duty of the missionary, we suppose, 
to declare “all the counsel of God.” He may 
not, in his expositions of the divine will, restrict 
himself to those forms of transgression which are 








specifically denounced in the Scriptures. What 

stor thinks of placing himself on this narrow 
Cesie ? No. ‘The man who carries the gospel to 
the heathen, must keep his eye always open ; and 
whatever he sees around him that is contrary to 
this gospel, he must consider as falling within the 
purview of bis high commission. We do not say 
when, or where, or how he shall bring the truth to 
bear upon auy sin. Whether he shall declare his 
testimony against it to-day or to-morrow, next 
week or wext year; whether he shall do it in the 
sanctuary, by the way side, or in the home of the 
wrong-doer; whether he shall do it in the spirit 
of John the a or with the unseen ap- 
proaches of Nathan the prophet, or with the 
melting earnestness cf Paul, or in the gentler 
tones of John ; whether he shall do it by march- 
ing directly on the citadel of error, or proceeding 
first against the outworks ; all these are questions 
for the missionary. He has been sent forth be- 
cause he is thought to possess the wisdom, integ- 
rity and zeal which are needful for this very 
work ; and far be it from us to encroach upon his 
lawful prerogative. But that the work must be 
done, in some way, and at some time and place ; 
that it must be done in the name and the fear of 
the God of missions, is to us very clear. 

From this general law for the conduct of mis- 
sions, we think that slavery can claim no exemp- 
tion. You may say, indeed, that the Aposiles 
did not directly assail it in their writings, because, 
according to our own showing, there was a better 
way. ut it does not follow, by any means, that 
they never opened their lips in denunciation of the 
monstrous iniquity of Koman servitude. Suill 
less does it follow that the ministers of Christ are 
never to be at liberty, in any state of society, or 
in any age of the world, to raise their voice 
against the enslaving of their fellow men. The 
example of the Apostles, as we believe, goes to 
the extent of constituting the missionary the judge 
of the time and mode of exhibiting the truths of 
the gospel in their relation to this system ; but it 
cannot justify him, as we think, in closing his 
mouth forever. 

In the commencement of a mission, as also in 
the commencement of the pastoral relation, it 
may be proper to say little or nothing respecting 
certain evils which are found to exist. A differ- 
ent course, indeed, might shut every door of 
usefulness for a long series of years. But when 
the servants of the Lord Jesus Christ have ob- 
tained an acknowledged standing in the commun- 
ity; when their character and their aims have 
begun to be appreciated ; and when their influ- 
ence, as teachers of a new religion, has become 
an established fact, they may cast aside some- 
thing of their reserve. And if the great Head of 
the Church gives them tokens of his favor, mani- 
fest and marked, if churches are gathered, and 
converts are multiplied ; if all the departments of 
missionary labor are carried forward with suc- 
cess, they may venture upon a still bolder course 
of action. 

Now we will not say at what stage in your 
history, it became expedient to exhibit, with that 
wisdom which is table to direct, the legiti- 
mate bearing of the gospel upon slavery. Nor 
does it seem at all important to go into that 
inquiry. But when we consider the age of your 
mission, its remarkable success, the strong hold 
it has gained upon the Choctaw Nation, it does 
— to us that if the time has not yet come to 

1 up, in some way, the great law of love in its 
obvious relation to the subject, we may well 
ask, “ When will that time come 7” 

What you have said respecting “ slave: 
civil institution,” has been duly conside We 
are fully aware that, being “in a civil respect 
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foreigners and tenants at will under the officers 
of our government,” you have neither political 
rights nor political responsibilities. But it so 
happens that this institution has its moral relations, 
Go where you may, and do what you will, -in 
your own appropriate work, it lies directly across 
your path. It is an anti-Christian system, and 

nce you have a right to deal with it accord- 
ingly. True, it is regulated by law; but it does 
not, for this reason, lose its moral relations, Su 

se polygamy or intemperance were hedged in 
y legal enactments. Could a not speak 
against them as crying evils? We are grieved to 
bear that the Choctaws have a law, which practi- 
cally debars the slave from all direct access to 
the word of God, without the consent of the 
owner. Did you never bear your testimony 
against the wrongfulness of shutting out this class 
of persons from the “ lively oracles 1” 


Instruction of Slaveholding Converts. 


This topic might be considered as embraced in 
“ the preaching of the gospel;” but I prefer to 
give it a separate notice. In the instruction im- 
parted to new converts, the teachings of Chris- 
tianily are presented in circumstances peculiarly 
interesting and favorable, and may, on that ae- 
count, take a wider range and extend to a great- 
er variety of subjects than is customary on other 
occasions. 

It would seem that the aim of the ye 
in his intercourse with a recent convert, shou 
be two-fold 1. To ascertain the actual state of 
his affections; whether they are renewed or un- 
renewed. 2. To give him clear and explicit in- 
for mation on all the great questions of Christian 
duty. The latter is important, not only because 
his life should be conformed, as perfectly as may 
be, to the only true standard of action, but be- 
cause the spirit with which he receives the prin- 
ciples of the gospel, will show how much reason 
he has to call himself a new creature in Christ 
Jesus 

And if this recent convert be connected with 
the system of slavery, what can be more natural 
and proper than a discreet and triendly inquiry 
into the nature of his views in regard to this insti- 
tution 2 The missionary may and should un- 
questionably watch his time ; he may and should 
leave the impression that he is governed, in what 
he says, by considerations that will commend 
themselves to any man’s conscience; but in all 
ordinary cases, as we suppose, he may give ut- 
terance, at some time and in some way, to the 
opinions which he himself has derived from God’s 
holy word. The mind of this new learner of 
Christian truth, if a genuine disciple, or a sincere 
inquirer, is peculiarly open and susceptible to the 
teachings of his spiritual guide. At what other 
moment, indeed, during his whole life, can he be 
approached on this theme with so much promise 
of good? And if he cannot bear the geutle and 
skilful probing of his honored father in the gospel, 
how little of the spirit of Christ must there be in 
his heart! 


Admission of Slaveholders to the Church. 


The Board, at its annual meeting at Brooklyn, 
adopted two general principles. which are appli- 
cable to all its missions. . The ordinances of 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper cannot be scrip- 
turally and rightfully denied to those converts 
who give credible evidence of piety. 2. The 
missionaries, in connection with the churches (if 
~~ which omy ee gathered, are the sole 
judges of the sufficiency of this evidence. In the 
application of these principles to the case before 
them, they say that slaveholding does not always, 
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in their opinion, involve individual guilt in such a 
manner as to exclude every person implicated 
therein from Christian fellowship. This conclu- 
sion seems to flow irresistibly from the distinct- 
ions already made in this letter, in regard to the 
character of slaveholding. If a person may be 

legal owner of slaves, and yet be free from 
all blame in the sight of God, then it is clearly 
wrong to say that no slaveholder shall be admit- 
ted to the Church of Christ. 

But the Board could never have intended that 
all belonging to this class, and yet applying for 
this high privilege, should be received without 
inquiry as to their views and feelings in regard 
to slavery. Indeed, it seems to us that such an 
inquiry is, in all cases, fundamental. Here is a 
man involved in a system that is unchristian and 
sinful, aud yet requesting admission to the table 
of our blessed Lord. Must he not prove himself 
free from the guilt of that system, before he can 
make good his ttle to a place among the follow- 
ers of Christ ? 

Perhaps he can show that his being the owner 
of slaves is involuntary on his part; perhaps he 
can show that he retains the legal relation at their 
request and for their advantage; perhaps he can 
show that he utterly rejects and repudiates the 
idea of holding property in his fellow-men. If so, 
let the facts be disclosed, and let him have the 
benefit of them. But, on the other hand, it may 
= that, while professing to have the love of 

hrist in his heart, he holds and treats those for 
whom Christ died with a selfish spirit and for 
selfish purposes, thus showing that he has not 
compassed the length and breadth of the law of 
love, aud, therefore, showing that he needs to be 
more perfectly taught in the right way of the 
Lord. For admitting such an one to the privi- 
leges of the people of God, especially in the ad- 
vanced stage at which your mission has arrived, 
we know of no warrant whatever. 

In what particular mode or form the missionary 
shall proceed to elicit the facts to which we have 
just alluded, we do not say. That he may feel 
himself greatly embarrassed, at times, by the 
question, we can readily see, especially if there 
has been none of the preliminary instruction im- 

arted which has been already mentioned. But, 
if he “ lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him.” It is not the design 
of our great Leader to carry forward the mis- 
sionary work without the trying of our faith. We 
must expect to encounter caste, polygamy, op- 
agg and the opposition of the powers that he. 

e must look for a contest with the brahmin 
and the moollah ; with gigantic forms of supersti- 
tion and error; with spiritual wickedness in high 

laces. But if we go to Him who is faithful to 
is promises, and take shelter under his wings, we 
shall be safe. 

In all that we have now said, you will ander- 
stand that we have kept constantly in mind the 
circumstances in which you are placed. The 
power of admitting or rejecting candidates for 
the ordinances of the gospel does not rest exclu- 
sively with you; and, as we have heretofore re- 
marked, the prerogatives of your sessions must 
be duly regarded. But there are certain things 
which you may do; there are certain rights 
which vou may exercise; there are certain re- 
sponsibilities which are inseparable from your 
office It is to the extent of these rights and re- 
sponsibilities only that we desire you to go. 


Treatment of Slaveholding Church Members. 
The principles which we have already submit- 
ted to your consideration, suggest the general 
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course which seems to be ar in dealing with 
this class of communicants. If there are any in 
your churches at the present time whose views on 
the subject of slavery are inconsistent with the 
law of love, it would appear to be your office to 
bring them, so far as in you lies, to entertain sen- 
timents which are scriptural and correct. Your 
attention, you will remember, was called to this 
~ in Mr. Greene’s letter to your mission, dated 

ovember 19, 1845. In that communication he 
said :—“‘ It seems specially important to train 
your ehurch members to act out, in an exemplary 
manner, the spirit of the gospel toward the en- 
slaved, emancipating them where duty to them 
admits of that ; and where it does not, taking spe- 
cial pains to promote their Social and religious 
welfare, and prepare them as moral and account- 
able beings, hastening forward to the retributions 
of the eternal world, for the holiness and blessed- 
ness of heaven.” 

In the application of discipline to this class of 
persons, we conceive it to be your duty to set 
your faces against all overt acts which are mani- 
festly unchristian and sinful in their character. 
Denying, as we do, that there can be, morally 
and scripturally, any right of property in any 
human being, unless it be in consequence of 
crime, and holding that the slave is always to be 
treated as a man, we suppose that whatever is 
done in plain and obvious contravention of these 
doctrines, ay properly receive the notice of 
yourselves your sessions. Hence if the mas- 
ter treat his slaves with inhumanity and oppres 
sion; if he keep from them the knowledge of 
God’s holy will; if he sell them as articles of 
merchandize ; if he disregard the sanctity of the 
marriage relation ; if he trifle with the affections 
of parents and set at nought the claims of chil- 
dren on their natural protectors ; and in all anal- 
ogous cases, he fairly brings himself within the 
reach of that power which is given to the Church 
for the edifying of the body of Christ. 

But we will not enlarge upon this topic. We 
have said enough to indicate the general direction 
of our views and wishes in relation to it. And 
still we cannot forbear an allusion to the exceed- 
ing desirableness of your pursuing such a course, 
as shall deliver the Choctaw churches from all 
connection with slavery. For a whole generation 
the gospel has been preached to this tribe of In- 
dians ; and during the oo part of this period 
the work of the Lord has greatly prospered. 
You have a large and increasing body ofe - 
municants. You have schools of great interest 
and promise. Civilization and general intelli- 

ence are making steady advances. With these 
facts before us, is it too much to ask, ‘ May not 
these churches soon be freed from all participa- 
tion in a system that is so contrary to the spirit 
of the gospel, and so regardless of the rights of 
man?’ We wish, indeed, that a much more 
desirable end were attainable. Most ardently do 
we pray that the whole nation may be delivered 
from this “ tremendous evil.” And we reiterate 
the language of Mr. Greene, as contained in the 
letter above referred to, in which he stated it to 
be the desire of the Board and of the Commit- 
tee that “you should do whatever you can, as 
discreet Christian men and missionaries of the 
Lord Jesus, to give the Indians correct views on 
this subject, to induce them to take measures, 
as speedily as possible, to bring this system of 
wrong oppression to an end.” 





Employment of Staves by the Mission. 
As the views of the Committee on this subject 
have been heretofore communicated to you, it 
will not be necessary to go into any discussion at 








the present time. In February, 1836, the expe- 
diency of buying slaves, with their consent, and 
with the understanding and agreement that they 
should be allowed to work out their purchase 
money, according to the practice of the mission 
at that tome, was fully considered ; and it was re- 
solved “to instruct the missionaries among the 
Southwestern Indians” “to enter into no more 
such contracts,” and to relinquish all claim to the 
benefit of any previous arrangement of the kind. 
In the following month the expediency of permit- 
ing the missionaries to hire slaves was taken 
into consideration; and it was resolved to be 
expedient for them “ to dispense altogether with 
slave labor.” Of the action of the Committee in 
both cases you were duly apprised. Now it was 
not the design of the Committee to affirm that in 
no possible state of things should you be allowed 
to nire slaves; for we can conceive of circum- 
stances where it may be proper, just as we are 
at liberty to perform “ works of necessity and 
mercy” on the Sabbath. But except in cases 
of manifest necessity we deem it altogether inex- 
pedient to resort to this species of labor. And it 
also enters into our ideas of this necessity, that it 
is only temporary. 

It is with profound regret, therefore, that we 
have learned how many hired slaves are now in 
the service of the Choctaw mission. We readily 
acquit you of any plan or purpose to disregard 
our known wishes. We cheerfully accept the 
excuse you offer, namely, that & boarding- 
schools established in 1843, in consequence of t 
arrangement made with the Choctaw govern- 
ment, in your view made such assistance neces- 
sary ; and that for this reason you supposed the 
Committee must have assented to its employ- 
ment. Still we must frankly say, that we never 
intended, by agreeing to the plan proposed on the 
part of the Choctaws, to sanction or authorize 
the practice which we now find so prevalent 
among you. And had the Committee known, 
when the subject was under consideration, that 
the hiring of slaves must follow the adoption of 
this plan, as a necessary and permanent result, 
they would not have engaged in the present 
boarding-school system. 

We feel ourselves not a little embarrassed by 
our position. ‘The engagement with the Choctaw 
government has some fifteen years to run, and 

et we do not feel willing to be a party to the 

iring of slaves for this long period. By so 
doing, as it seems to us, we countenance and en- 
cour the system. We make this species of 
labor more profitable to the owner; at the same 
time that we put it in his power, if he will, to 
plead our example to justify or excuse the rela- 
tion. Jn this state of things it appears to be our 
duty to ask you, first of all, to inquire once more 
into the supposed necessity of this practice, and 
to see if slave labor cannot in some way be 
dispensed with. And if you can discover no 
method by which a change can be effected, we 
submit for your consideration, whether it be not 
desirable to request the Choctaw government to 
release us from our engagement in respect to the 
boarding-schools It 1s with pain that we present 
this alternative ; but such are our views of duty 
in the case, that we cannot suggest a different 
course. 

The sentiments of the Committee have now 
been frankly and fully expressed, on the different 
topics which it has seemed important to discuss 
at the present time. We doubt not you will re- 
teive them in the spirit which has characterized 
our intercourse in past years, and will take them 
into consideration at as early a day as practica- 
ble You are already aware that much interest is 
felt in this question by the friends of the Board ; and 
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there is a general desire that the relations of your 


mission to the subject of slavery may be _ upon a 
broad scriptural basis as soon as possible. It you 
can reply to this communication before the next 
annual meeting, and especially if you can declare 
your acquiescence in the views herein presented, 
and your readiness to act in aceordance with 
them, so that we can announce the fact to those 
who shall have come together on that occasion, 
you will give us much pleasure by so doing. 

Praying that God may be with you at all 
times, and give you wisdom and grace as you 
shall need, 

1 remain, dear brethren, very affectionately and 
truly yours, . B. TREAT, 
Sec’y of the A. B. C. F. M. 


The reply to the letter of the Cherokee mission 
was as follows: 
Mi y House, » June 30, 1848. 
To the Members of the Cherokee Mission. 


Dear Brethren:—Your \etter of March 21 was 
duly received. You have doubtless expected a 
reply before this, and | regret that there has been 
any necessity for delay. As the brethren among 
the Choctaws, however, adopted a course similar 
to yours, and drew up a letter, afier I jeft them 
on my return, expressive of their sentiments in 
regard to the subject which you have discussed 
so fully, it seemed desirable that the relations of 
both missions to slavery should be considered at 
the same time. But it so happened that | was 
not able to bring the whole subject before the 
Prudential Committee till the 2th instant; on 
which occasion | was directed to communicate 
the views entertained by them, both to the Choc- 
taw brethren and yourselves. 

In replying to the former, it has been found 
necessary to discuss all the topics which are 
brought before us by your letter; and though we 
do not regard the two missions as occupying pre- 
cisely the same ground, (your opinions being ob- 
viously more in accordance with those of the 
Commitiee,) it has seemed unnecessary at this 
time to address a distinct and independent answer 
to you. I am authorized by the Committee, 
therefore, to send you a copy of the letter which 
has been written to the Choctaw mission, as con- 
taining a full expression of their views on all 
the questions which appear to grow out of the 
relations of the two missions to the subject of 
slavery at the present time. You are requested 
to examine the principles set forth in this com- 
munication, so far as they are applicable to your 
circumstances, and to forward your reply with as 
little delay as practicable. 

In expressing your warm attachment to the 
Board, you have only given utterance to senti- 
ments which we have uniformly believed to exist 
in your hearts. And permit us to say in return, 
that we have always taken a strong interest in 
your mission. Its history, so full of hope and 
disappointment, of success and disaster, we can 
never forget. For the members of the mission, 
those in particular who have long shared in the 
joys and sorrows of the Cherokees, we fee] the 

ighest eet) and in them, as honest and con- 
scientious laborers in the vineyard of our common 
Master, we have entire confidence. 

That God ma 
you, and may 
prayer of 

our affectionate brother and fellow laborer in 
the gospel, -B Treat, 
Sec’y of the A. B. C. F. M. 


After these documents had been read to the 
Board, they were referred to a committee, con- 





make your way plain before 
eep you to the end, is the 
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sisting of Dr. Beman, Rev. Albert Barnes, Dr. 
DeWitt, Dr. Hawes, Judge Darling, Dr. Magie, 
and Henry White, Esq. This committee subse- 
quently presented their report; which, having 
been discussed at some length and amended, was 
adopted by the Board. The amended report is 
as follows : 


The committee to whom was referred the pa- 

rs relating to the subject of slavery in connec- 
tion with the Cherokee and Choctaw missions, 
have carefully deliberated on the same, and beg 
leave to submit the following report. 

The documents put into the hands of the com- 
mittee, and which they have examined, are the 
following: ‘The “report on the relation of the 
Cherokee and Choctaw missions to slavery,” 
being an account of a visit made by the Rev. S 
B. Treat to these stations; a letter from the 
Cherokee mission, on the same subject; a letter 
from the Choctaw mission, on the same; a letter 
to the Choctaw mission, by Rev. S. B. Treat, 
one of the Secretaries, communicating to the 
missionaries the views of the Prudential Commit- 
tee on this whole subject ; a brief letter from the 
same Secretary to the Cherokee mission, refer- 
ring the brethren of that mission to the last named 
letter, as containing the views of the Prudential 
Committee, on the subject of inquiry; together 
with the report of the Prudential Committee, sub- 
mitting the above named documents to this meet- 
ing of the Board. 

The subject to which these papers relate is one of 
intense interest in our day, and is becoming more 
and more so, in all its pet ma The Board has 
not been unmindful of its own relations to this 
matier, in times past; nor will it probably be, in 
its careful deliberations and circumspect action, 
in time tocome. It is one of those great questions 
which seem destined to awaken the interests and 
sympathies of a world. Christians and others are 
beginning to feel this. 

our committee express their cordial approba- 
tion of the fidelity with which the Prudential 
Committee have discharged this part of their trust 
The report of the Rev. Mr. ‘Treat, of his visit to 
the Cherokee and Choctaw missions, embodies a 
vast fund of information, which we have all 
needed, and which cannot fail. as it shall be dif- 
fused, of doing great good. This paper should 
be extensively known and read. No agent could 
have executed this mission more wisely, or more 
kindly, than your penne has done it; and it 
may be hoped that practical and permanent good 
will grow out of it iu many ways. It has brought 
to the Prudential Committee, and to the Board, 
information which we needed; and, especially, 
of the practical working of the system of missions, 
in some of the relations of life, on which we have 
not been very well informed This whole report, 
your Committee believe, will bear scrutiny and 
analysis. 

Of the two letters from the missions in ques- 
tion, your committee need not give an opinion, 
for the following reasons. They have been par- 
ticularly examiced in the communication written 
by order of the Prudential Committee ; these let- 
ters are only a part of a correspondence which has 
not yet closed; and some things therein stated 
may be modified by the views since expressed by 
the Prudential Committee. These letters, your 
committee take pleasure in saying, breathe an ex- 
cellent Christian spirit. 

Nor do your committee feel themselves — 
upon to give an opinion on every position 
every celine to he found in the last letter ad- 
dressed to these two missions. We refrain from 
2 critical examination of it in this report, because 
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it is a part of an unfinished correspondence ; and 
no final action as your committee apprehend, 
can, with any prose, be had upon it at the 
present time. If it were to be examined in all its 
statements, and fully discussed by the Board, it 
is probable that some might think that it goes too 
far ; and others, that it does not go far enough, in 
relation to the evil of which it treats. But your 
committee are unanimous in the opinion, that this 
is not the time for a discussion of its subject-mat- 
ter. It is now pending in the deliberations of 
those missions. Speaking of this document, the 
Prudential Committee say, “The answer of the 
brethren has not yet arrived. Both missions had 
previously appointed meetings to be held simul- 
taneously with the annual meeting of the Board; 
and it is presumed that they have the subject now 
under consideration.” 

It is the judgment of your committee, that the 
whole subject should be left for the present, where 
it now is, in the hands of the Prudential Com- 
mittee. 


Before the question was taken on the accept- 
ance of this report, Dr. Blanchard proposed, as 
an amendment to the same, the following resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved, That this Board distinctly admits 
and affirms the principle, that slaveholding is a 
practice which is not to be allowed in the Chris- 
tian Church. 

Resolved, That it is, in the judgment of the 
Board, the duty of our missionaries in the Chero- 
kee and Choctaw nations to discontinue the prac- 
tice of hiring slaves of their owners to do the 
work of the missions ; and, in the reception of 
members, to act on the principle laid down by 
Mr. Treat and the Prudential Committee, that 
slaveholding is prima facie evidence against the 
piety of the candidates applying for admission to 
the church. 

Dr. Blanchard having been requested to with- 
draw these resolutions, consented to do so ; and 
the Board permitted them to be inserted in the 
minutes of the meeting. 


Dr. Paxton’s Appeal and Memorial. 

An appeal and memorial, addressed to the 
Board by Dr. J. D. Paxton, and complaining of 
certain proceedings of the Prudential Committee, 
was, upon the suggestion of the Business Com- 
mittee, referred to Chief Justice Williams, Dr. 
Justin Edwards, Dr. Pond, and R. T. Haines, 
Esq. ‘This latter committee subsequently re- 
quested to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the subject before them, for want of 
sufficient time ; and recommended the appoint- 
meat of another committee, which might examine 
the case and report at the next annual meeting. 
The request was granted, and the recommenda- 
tion was adopted ; whereupon Chief Justice Wil- 
liams, Dr. Justin Edwards, R. T. Haines, Esq., 
Dr. Goodrich, and Dr. Yale were constituted the 
proposed committee. 


Finances of the Board. 

Chancellor Walworth, in behalf of the Busi- 
ness Committee, called the attention of the Board 
to the condition of its finances. After a state- 
ment from Dr. Anderson, showing the necessity 








of a material and speedy curtailment, unless 
some means could be devised to increase the re- 
eeipts, an earnest and deeply interesting discussion 
ensued. The subject was taken up at different 
times during the meeting; and pledges were 
spontaneously and promptly made for the pay- 
ment of nearly twenty thousand dollars towards 
the liquidation of the existing debt; it being un- 
derstood that such donations should not diminish 
the ordinary contributions of the individuals, who 
generously came forward to relieve the Board 
from its present embarrassments. 

A committee was also appointed, during the 
session of Friday morning, September 15, con- 
sisting of Horace Holden, K. T. Haines, W. W. 
Stone, W. M. Halsted, James M. Bunce, Charles 
M. Lee, and Samuel H. Perkins, Esquires, to 
report whether any other measures ought to be 
devised to increase the fund for the liquidation of 
the debt. This committee subsequently recom- 
menced the adoption of the following resolutions, 
which were passed accordingly : 


1. Resolved, That every individual who is now 
ready to subscribe towards the liquidation of the 
debt of the Board, be earnestly requested to do 
so this morning. 

2. Resolved, That all ministers and laymen, in 
connection with this body, be requested to take 
immediate measures to raise the necessary sum 
to pay the balance of the debt, without lessening 
the annual subscriptions, and report the result to 
the Prudential Committee on or before the Ist of 
December next; as an early reply is indispensa- 
bly necessary to govern the Pradential Committee 
in their appropriation of the funds of the church 
for the ——s year. 

3. Resolved, 'That the Prudential Committee 
be requested to prepare and send to a committee 
of three or more in every place, where they think 
it expedient, a brief statement of the condition of 
the Board; which committee shall have in charge 
the duty of collecting funds for the above object, 
and reporting to the Prudential Committee on or 
before the period above specified. 


Change in a Regulation of the Board. 

One of the “Laws and Regulations of the 
Board ” (No. 12) relating to the appointment and 
duties of General Agents, was modified so as to 
read as follows : 


In addition to the officers above named, there 
shall be such other persons appointed by the Pru- 
dential Committee, as they shalt deem expedient, 
to act in particular districts of country as District 
Secretaries or General Agents; w duty it 
shall be, within their respective fields, to co-ope- 
rate with the pastors of churches, with ecciesi- 
astical bodies, with the Corresponding Secretaries, 
and the auxiliaries of the Board, and with the 
other friends of missions, in promoting a mission- 
ary spirit, and in drawing out the resources of the 
Christian community, for the s oa 
of the gospel through the meet hese shal] be 
entitled to the privileges of Honorary Members 

the Board. 


Resignation of Mr. Greene. 
The following letter from Mr. Greene was laid 
before the Board by the President. 
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Missionary House, 12th Sept., 1848. 
Hon. T. Frelinghuysen 


Pres. of the A. B. C. F. M.: 

Respected and Dear Sir :—In consequence of 
impaired health, I find myself unable longer to 
perform the duties pertaining to my office, as one 
of the Secretaries of this rd; and |, there- 
fore, respectfully est that | may not be again 
re-elected to that office. 

in retiring, which | do most reluctantly, from 
the station with which the Board has so long hon- 
ored me, and in which | have found my labor 
and happiness most pleasantly combined, and in 
performmg the delightful though arduous duties 
of which Thad, tll recently, — to spend what- 
ever of life and strength might remam to me, | 
feel constrained to declare my ever rising &sti- 
mate of the excellence and honorableness of the 
foreign missionary work, and my ever strengthen- 
ing confidence that it is a work which the Lord 
Jesus Christ regards with peculiar approbation, 
and which he, by his truth and his Spirit, amidst 
and despite of all the delays, embarrassments 
and opposition which it encounters, is steadily 
and surely — forward to its consummation. 
His power and grace and promise exclude all 
doubt as to its ultimace and complete accomplish- 
ment. Our faith, our prayers, our labors and sa- 
crifices may hasten the day. 

I must also be permitted to say that, during 
the almost twenty-one years of my official con- 
nection with the Hoard, a period extending over 
more than half the Board’s history from its organ- 
ization, and a longer period than any other exec- 
utive officer has yd connected with it, except 
the present Treasurer and senior Corresponding 
Secretary, it has been my happiness to be asso- 
ciated intimately with the present Treasurer, 
six persons in the office of Secretary, and four- 
teen as members of the Prudential Committee, 
six of whom have been removed, as we doubt 
not, to the heavenly rest; and I would here re- 
cord with thankfulness to God that, in all the 
meetings for business held during this whole pe- 
riod, (and they have been, on the average, more 
than one a week,) and in all our mutual private 
intercourse, there has never been, so far as I 
have reason to believe, one offensive word, one 
uncourteous act, or one unkind feeling. Though 
often differing, of course, in opinion on some of 
the many delicate and perplexing subjects which 
have come up for discussion and action ; in feel- 
ing all, without a single exception, has been har- 
monious and fraternal. The scenes of prayer 
and anxious consultation and wearisome labor, 
passed with these brethren in the Committee Room 
and in the private apartments of the Missionary 
House, have made impressions which no other 
scenes, nor time itself, ean efface From all my 
respected and beloved fellow-laborers there, in- 
cluding the Prudential Committee, | have re- 
ceived unvarying kindness and forbearance. A 
willingness to share in and lighten each other’s 
burdens, has ever characterized the relations and 
intercourse there. For all this they have my 
hearty thanks ; as they shall ever have my affec- 
tionate remembrance, my sympathy and my 
prayers. 

Justice requires me further to say, that I feel 
confident that the interests of the Board are safe 
in their hands. From their systematic and labo- 
rious attention to the business intrusted to them, 
their singleness of aim and their prayerfulness, 
the divine guidance and blessing will not be 
withheld. Borne down with burdens, responsi- 
bilities er anxieties, which those — have not 

rticipated in them can but poorly appreciate ; 
and oftentimes grieved and weakened by the sus- 
picions, censures and counteraction of brethren 
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whose wishes it would be far more easy and 
pleasant to conform to, than to contravene by 
pursuing another course, which a knowledge of 
the facts and bearings of a case, and a si re- 
gard to the interests intrusted to them demand, I 
most earnestly commend them to the prayers, the 
sympathy, the confidence, and the co-operation 
of all the friends of missions; and I have no 
doubt that the more fully their motives and pro- 
ceedings are understood, the more cheerfully will 
this sympathy, confidence and co-operation be 
accorded to them. 

In retiring from my official connection with the 
Board, pleasure and pain are strangely commin- 
gied ; pleasure, in the reflection that the Lord has 
permitted me, though so unworthy, to be so long 
employed, in such a work, and with such associ- 
ates ; pam, that I must now, in a at measure, 
break away from both. May the presence and 
blessing of God ever abide in that Missionary 
House, and with all who labor there ; and when 
ye! go up to meet their Master in heaven, may 
I, through his infinite grace, go with them, to re- 
join them there in a similar, though higher and 
— perfect service, than we have rendered 

re! 

To my Fathers and Brethren of this Board, 
and to all who co-operate with it, let me say, 
there stands our crucified Savior above ; there is 
an unevangelized and dying world before us. 
We are his servants, pointing to that world of 
heathen. He says tous, “Go YE, TEACH ALL 
NaTions.” Who can estimate the consequences 
of one backward step, of one month’s delay ! 
‘Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon 
us; and establish thou the work of our hands 
upon us ; yea, the work of our hands, establish 
thou it.” 

Pledging to the cause in which this Board is 
laboring. my poor prayers, and the little influence 
the Lord may enable me to exert, and venturing 
also to ask a remembrance of me and my family 
in your prayers, I subscribe myself, your unwor- 
thy fellow-laborer, Davip GREENE. 


After this letter had been read to the meeting, 
and the Board had united in prayer with Dr. 
Hawes, a committee was appointed to confer 
with Mr. Greene, and report such measures in 
relation to the case as it might be advisable to 
adopt. This committee, consisting of Dr. Pond, 
Dr. Lyman Beecher, Dr. Hawes, Dr. Patton, 
Charles Stoddard, Esq., and W. W. Chester, 
Esq., made the following report, which was 
adopted by the Board. 


The committee on the communication from 
Rev. David Greene respectfully report : 

That they have attended, as they were able. 
to the subject before them ; they have conferred 
with Mr. Greene and others ; and while it is pain- 
ful to think of parting with him from the execu- 
tive councils and labors of the Board, your com- 
mittee are constrained lo acquiesce in the wisdom of 
his decision, in declining a re-election. \n the judg- 
meut of Mr. Greene and that of his physician 
and friends, the state of his health imperiously de- 
mands relaxation and rest. His very life may 
depend upon it And then the affairs of the Board 
as imperiously demand that the office which Mr. 
Greene has so long and so ably sustained, and 
which his imapaired health forbids him to think of 
sustaining longer, be iminediately filled by some 
other man. delay here may be attended by 
the most disastrous consequences. 

In parting with Mr. Greene from the executive 
counsels o} » your committee cannot 
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forbear expressing the high sense they entertain 
of the value of his past services, and the great 
obligation thereby imposed, not only on the mem- 
bers of this Board, but on its missionaries, and on 
all the friends and ob of the cause. Having 
been early initiated into this department of labor, 
under the direction of the most competent guides; 
having pursued it unremittingly for more than 
a years; and having acquired the most inti- 
mate knowledge of all the details of his office; it 
is not possibie that he should retire from it without 
a serious loss to the Board. No man can come 
directly into his place, and meet all its responsi- 
bilities at once, as he might have done. Sill it 
becomes us, and him, and all concerned, to bow 
to the allotments of infinite wisdom, and meet the 
exigency as God shall enable us. 

Most earnestly would we commend Mr. Greene 
and his family to the sympathy and support of all 
the friends of missions. His long and faithful 
services in this cause can never be forgotten. 
The resulting obligations, on our part, we hope 
may be as long remembered. Mr. Greene has left 
his impress on the world. Assuredly he has left 
it, also, on each of our hearts. Should his health 
be restored, (which may God speedily grant,) we 
do not abar the hope that he may yet resume 
his labors, in some capacity, in connection with 
the Board. Meanwhile the friends of missions 
will see to it, that he lacks none of that kindness, 
counsel. sympathy, and pecuniary support which 
his best interests demand, and to which he is so 
justly entitled. 

Your committee only add, that a copy of this 
report should be put into the hands of Mr. Greene ; 
also that the letter of Mr Greene, together with 
the report, be inserted in the minutes of the Board, 
as a memorial of the estimation in which our be- 
loved brother is held. 


New Members and Offcers. 

In accordance with the usage of the Board, 
Dr. Justin Edwards, Dr. Pond, Dr. Skinner, 
Hon. William J. Hubbard, Dr. Goodrich, Chief 
Justice Williams, and Rev. Albert Barnes, were 
appointed a committee on new members and 
officers. This committee proposed the election of 
the following persons as corporate members of 
the Board : 


Massachusetts. 
Andrew W. Porter, Esq., Monson. 
Hon. Samuel H. Walley, Jr., Roxbury. 
Connecticut. 
Nathaniel O. Kellogg, Esq., Vernon. 
New York. 
Erskine Mason, D. D., New York. 
Laurens P. Hickok, D. D., Auburn. 
William M. Halsted, Esq., New York. 
David Wesson, Esq., Brooklyn. 
Simeon Benjamin, Esq., Elmira. 
New Jersey. 
Abraham B. Hasbrouck, LL. D., New Brunswick. 
His Ex. Daniel Haines, Hamburg. 
Pennsylvania 
Charles S. Wurts, Esq., Philadelphia. 


The individuals above named were duly elected 
corporate members of the Board. 

The same committee recommended the re-elec- 
tion of the oe officers of the Board, with the 








exception of Mr. Greene, heretofore one of the 
Secretaries fer Correspondence ; and they nomi- 
nated Swan L. Pomroy, D. D., of Bangor, Maine, 
to fill the place made vacant by his resignation. 
The following persons were then chosen officers 
for the ensuing year. 


Taeropore Frevincuvuysen, LL. D., Presi- 
dent. 

Tuomas S. Witiiams, LL. D., Vice Presi- 
dent. 

Hon. Samvet T. ARMSTRONG, 

Caarces Stopparp, Esq., 

Joun Tappan, Esq., 

Newemiau Apans, D. D., 

Rev. Sitas AIKEN, 

Wituiam W. Stone, Esq., 

Hon. Wittiam J. a 


Committee. 

Rurvs Anperson, D D., 
Rev. Serau B. Treat, 
Sway L. Pomroy, D. D., 

Secretaries for Correspondence. 
Samurt M. Worcester, D. D., Recording 

Secretary. 

Hewry Hitt, Esq., Treasurer. 
Moses L. Hate, Esq., . 
Hon. Samurt H. Wat ey, Jr., : Auditors. 


The resolution adopted at the last annual meet- 
ing, creating the office of “ Secretary for the 
Middle States,”’ was rescinded. 


Place and Preacher for the next Meeting. 


A committee was appointed, as heretofore, on 
the place and preacher for the next annual meet- 
ing, consisting of Dr. Hawes, Daniel Noyes, Esq., 
Rev. Mr. Myers, Rev. Daniel J. Noyes, and 
H. Smith, Esq. 

This committee recommended that Dr. Good- 
rich, or in ease of his failure Dr. Cox, preach 
the sermon at the next annual meeting. ‘In re- 
gard to the place of meeting, the committee say : 


The meetings of this Board, in its early years, 
were held in private rooms, and excited little -in- 
terest or curiosity ; but, in the progress of its 
operations, a knowledge of its objects spread 
through the community, and called out increas- 
ing contributions, till large numbers became in- 
terested in its annual meetings. For several 
years, invitations from different places were 

u the Board to hold the meeting in 
them ; and the meetings have become so crowded 
as to requ're the largest churches to accommo- 
date them. ‘This year, for the first time during 
many years, no request has been preferred for 
the next annual meeting; and it is left to the 
Board to choose their own place and provide for 
their own wants. The committee have sought 
for the reason of this; and they think they find it 
in the great numbers, probably from ten to twelve 
hundred, who come together, a large part of 
whom expect to be provided for, during the three 
days of the meeting, free of expense to them- 
selves. Most of the places where meetings have 
heretofore been held, have no adequate accom- 
modations for so large a number ; and it has been 
a subject of consideration with the committee, 
whether the present practice of furnishing free 
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accommodations for such as attend its meetings, 
should not be abandoned, and the friends of 
Board in the places be left to act voluntarily in 
the matter, according to their own choice and 
discretion; and they have concluded to recom- 
mend the adoption of the following resolution : 
Resolved, ‘That the Board, or its Prudential 
Committee, in the designation of the place for its 
next annual meeting, and appointment of a com- 
mittee of arran nts, do not intend to im 
on the committee, or the friends of the Board in 
that place, the least obligation to provide enter- 
tainment for any persons attending its sessions; 
but would leave them to act their own pleasure, 
and would expect all who propose to attend the 
meetings to provide for themselves at their own 
expense. 


In conclusion, the committee recommended 
that the designation of a place for the next meet- 
ing be referred to the Prudential Committee. 
‘lhis report was adopted by the Board. 


Resolutions. 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be 
presented to the Hon. Dabney Carr, the repre- 
sentative of the United States at the Sublime 
Porte, for his prompt, energetic and effective in- 
tervention, to obtain redress for the outrage com- 
mitted upon the rights and property of Doct. 
Smith at Erzeroom; in relation to the expulsion 
of Mr. Johnston from Aintab, and for his benevo- 
lent exertions for the extension of the privileges 
of Protestant Christians in the Turkish empire. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be also 
tendered to the Right Hon. Lord Cowley, the 
British Minister at Constantinople, for the great 
benefit he has rendered to the cause of religious 
liberty, by his untiring and successful efforts to 
obtain for the Protestant subjects of the Porte 
the a rights of wager «ae soy Raye en- 
joyed by others; and especially for his public 
Toodeneny to the zeal and “pendance whieh’ have 
characterized the proceedings of our missionaries 
at Constantinople. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be 
presented to the Rev. Dr. Ferris for the annual 
sermon preached by him at this meeting, and that 
he be requested to furnish a copy for publication. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be 
presented to the numerous families belonging 
to the different Christian denominations in 
ton and the adjoining towns, in whose liberal 
hospitality and true Christian kindness the mem- 
bers of the Board have so largely shared during 
the present week. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be 
tendered to the Central and Mount Vernon 
churches and societies in this city, for the use of 
their houses of worship during the sessions of the 
annual meeting. 


Devotional Services. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. 
Snell ; and at the opening sessions of the follow- 
ing days Drs. Pierce, Lyman Beecher and Porter 
led in a similar exercise. The concluding prayer 
was made by Dr. Tappan. At several times 
during the meeting the Board united in prayer 
with different individuals. The annual sermon 
was delivered on Wednesday evening by Dr. 
Ferris ; the religious services connected therewith 
having been performed by Drs. Mason and 
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On Thursday afternoon the members of the 


Board, together with a large number of the friends | 


of missions, celebrated the Lord’s Supper in the 
Central and Mount Vernon churches. At the 
former place Drs. Goodrich, Patton, Messler and 
Hamner officiated; at the latter Drs. Gillett, 
Bacon and Parker, and Rev. Messrs. Alexander 
King and George E. Adams. 

In the evening of the same day the usual 
meeting was held, for the purpose of listening to 
addresses, at the Tremont Temple. After pray- 
er by Rev. Mr. Wilkes, addresses were made by 
the President, Rev. Joseph C. Stiles, and Dr. 
Lyman Beecher. The concluding prayer was 
offered by Dr. How. A similar meeting was 
held at the Central Church, the same evening, 
Chief Justice Williams presiding. After prayer 
by Dr. Dimmick, Dr. Beman, Rev. S. H. Cal- 
houn, missionary to Syria, Rev. M. P. Squier and 
Dr. Bates delivered addresses. 


Adjournment. 

The Board adjourned to meet on the Tuesday 
preceding the second Wednesday of September, 
1849, at four-o’clock in the afternoon, at such 
place as the Prudential Committee shall desig- 
nate. 


Concluding Remarks. 


By a reference to the list of corporate and 
honorary members, it will be seen that the late 
meeting of the Board was unusually large. On 
no previous occasion, indeed, has the attendance 
been equal to that of the present year. The 
number of corporate members was 97; the num- 
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ber of honorary members actually enrolled was 
629; and others were at the meeting, doubiless, 
whose names were not transmitted to the Record- 
ing Secretary. The different States were rep- 
resenied by the honorary members as follows : 
Maine had 40 in attendance; New Hampshire, 
67; Vermont, 19; Massachusetts, 278; Rhode 
Island, 9 ; Connecticut, 75 ; New York, 84; New 
Jersey, 31; Pennsylvania, 6 ; Ohio, 5; Maryland 
and Michigan, 3 each; Tennessee, 2; Virginia, 
Illinois, Missouri, Mississippi, Louisiana, 1 each ; 
Canada and Ireland had each one representative. 

A very important topic of dicussion, it will 
be noticed, was the financial condition and pros- 
pects of the Board. It was truly cheering to 
observe the interest taken in this question, and the 
promptitude with which many came forward to 
aid in liquidating the balance against the treasury. 
And there is reason to believe that an impulse 
has gone out from the meeting, which will be felt 
extensively among the churches. The resolutions 
adopted, on the recommendation of a committee 
appointed to take the matter into consideration, 
will necessarily bring the subject before the 
friends of the Board at an early day. 

The last hours of the meeting were not given to 
devotional exercises, as has been the custom in 
previous years. This was owing to the fact, that 
the business of Friday morning occupied more 
time than was anticipated. It was certainly to be 
regretted that the meeting could not close in the 
usual way. Still there was evidently much ten- 
derness of feeling during all the exercises. The 
morning prayer meetings were fully attended and 
deeply interesting. 
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Sanpwicu Istanps.—Mr. and Mrs. Kinney 
and Mr. Dwight arrived at Honolulu, on the 26th 
of February, afier a pleasant passage of one 
hundred and twenty-six days. 

Under date of March 1, Mr. Chamberlain 
wrote as follows : “Since the year commenced, 
the congregations at this place have improved, 
both in the number of hearers, and in the atten- 
tion given to the preached Word. Many are 
present at the morning prayer meeting, held at 
an early hour every day. The King attends this 
meeting occasiorally, and many of the high 
chiefs constantly, the Queen and the wife of the 
Premier being of the number. The former has 
been under church censure; but she professes 
repentance, and desires restoration to church 
privileges. The King is more attentive than 
usual, and is evidently impressed with the truth.” 
Mr. Chamberlain reports more than ordinary 
seriousness at Lahaina. 





The following extract from a letter of Mr, 
Armstrong, dated March 10, contains further par- 
ticulars in regard to the state of things at Hono- 
lulu. 


The revival in my field, of which I wrote 
you a few weeks since, is still in progress, 
We have ~~" delightful evidence, 
day by day, that the Spirit is poured out 
upon us from on high. Our large meeting- 
house is so crowded on Sabbath mornings, 
that many cannot get seats, and so stand 
during the whole time of service. Yet it 
is easy to preach even to this great assem- 
bly, (supposed last Sabbath to be two thou- 
sand and five hundred or three thousand,) 
there being such fixed and solemn attention 
to the Word. I have been holding district 
protracted meetings throughout my field; 
and nowhere will the houses contain the 

ple. New, neat, and substantial meet- 


ing-houses have been erected at Waikiki, 
four miles to the eastward, and in the beau- 








yg teeny Ber meagen B ngrene both I have 
just n ring with great encourage- 
on. At the Bory place, on, church 
members gave e to inquirers, during a 
day devoted to religious exercises last 
week ; and the latter about filled the large 
house. We continued our meetings, with 
only a few minutes’ intermission to take a 
lunch, from ten o’clock in the forenoon till 
four in the afternoon, and there seemed to 
be no weariness and no flagging. 


West Arrica.—Intelligence has come from 
this mission of a very afflictive character. Mrs. 
Walker died at Gaboon, April 5. Her health, 
during the first part of her residence at this place, 
had been better than was anticipated ; and such 
were the circumstances of her death, that even 
now Mr. Walker’s opinion in regard to the cli- 
mate is not changed. “Tell the dear brethren 
and sisters who are coming here,” he says, *‘ not 
to be afraid or discouraged. Many may think it 
strange ; but I can now only give my opinion, 
without stating the reasons for it.” The subjoined 
extract of a letter, dated April 25, will be read 
with melancholy interest: ‘‘ Early in the morn- 
ing I sent for a few of the head-men in the towns, 
and they came; and there was hardly a man, 
woman or child, who did not come. They wept 
like children, not as they cry for their dead, with 
Joud laments and wailings ; but tears rolled down 
their cheeks. ‘They sat in silence, and went 
away, feeling that they had taken the last look of 
a dear friend. And when 1 saw those old men 
sitting down in silence, I could not forbear reflect- 
ing, even in that awful hour, that nature and sor- 
row are the same now as in the days of Job. 
(Chap. 2: 13,)” 


Greecr.—Several letters have been received 
from Mr. King, since the issuing of the last 
Herald, from which it appears that he has not 
been disturbed as yet in his attempt to regain a 
permanent residence at Athens. Under date of 
July 6, he says: ‘‘ Not a wora has been said, | 
believe, in any paper with regard to my return. 
Simonides, | am informed, tried to get up some- 
thing against me, but did not succeed. 1 have 
been to pay my respects to most of the King’s 
Ministers, and was by most of them very cordially 
received. This I did, in part, in order to show 
them that | am here; that | did not come back in 
a clandestine manner; and that I am ready to 
meet whatever may be demanded of me, in any 
fair judicial process. I have not yet been called 
before the court to be examined, as I expected to 
be ; and, therefore, the affair mentioned in my 
last letter, of being possibly obliged to give bail 
or go to prison, is not yet decided.” 

On the 25th of July he wrote again as follows : 

It is now more than a month since I 
arrived here from Malta; and still the most 
profound silence is preserved in reference 
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to me, in so far as the public 

pers; and I have in no way been mo- 
ested. I have not yet even n called 
pry the court for } eam = = 
ga a ans proselytism brought 
against me in the “orgies.” This silence 
is indeed very remarkable. A few days 
since, an Athenian called on me, and said 
that the people had not done with me yet, 
though he hoped that nothing serious 


would take place; but he said they were 
now occupied with other things. However 
this may be, I feel that God answered 


the prayers of my Christian friends, in giv- 
ing me such quietness, peace and safety, 
when the spirits of men are so much 
excited, commotions so frequent, revolu- 
tions so rife; when kings and princes are 
flying from their thrones and palaces, and 
great men, and rich men, and mighty men, 
are hiding themselves, as it were, “in the 
dens and in the rocks of the mountains!” 
These commotions even tend to render my 
situation more tranquil ! 


Mr. King subsequently wrote, August 4, as 
follows : “‘1 went with one of my lawyers to call 
on the King’s Attorney ; whom we found occupied 
in court, so that I could not conveniently speak 
with him. But my lawyer went and informed 
him that I had come to see him; and he sent me 
word to return to my house, and give myself no 
trouble till he should send for me. This I sup- 
posed would be in a few days. But, contrary te 
my expectations, I have not heard anything fur- 
ther from him.” 


ConsTANTINOPLE. — The cholera has been 
doing its work for some time in Constantinople 
and its vicinity. But hitherto the mission families 
have escaped. So late as the 25th of July, in- 
deed, none of the native brethren had fallen by 
this malady in the capital. At Nicomedia, how- 
ever, six Protestants (including three children) 
had been cut down. The disease was quite vio- 
lent at Ada Bazar. 

On the 24th of July, the first case of excom- 
munication occurred in the church at Constanti- 
nople. The following extract from a letter from 
Mr. Dwight, describing the closing scene, will be 
read with interest. 


After the usual steps had been taken by 
the church committee, the case was laid 
before the ee — at a special meet- 
ing appoin or the purpose; at which 
the y= sam of the oumulies were ap- 
tai and the individual was declared 

y vote excommunicated. The pastor pre- 
sided and conducted the services in a most 
appropriate manner. After the object of 
the meeting had been stated and prayer 
had been made, he called upon the mem- 
bers of the church to rise, and once more 
listen to the ap = covenant they entered 
into on uniting with this church, pledgi 
ccindicns, Gites God and =e ee 
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together in love and harmony, as members 
of the same great household of the faithful, 
and to yield obedience to all the rules and 
ordinances of the church. - . 

The charges against the offending brother 
were then od, tol the ptvempry com- 
mittee on the subject. After the sentence 
of excommunication had been sanctioned 
by the church, the pastor made a very 
solemn address to all the communicants 

resent. He said, ‘My brethren, we had 
Saget to see constant additions to our 
church; to see men comi even ‘as 
clouds and as doves to their windows,’ and 
joining themselves to the people of God. 

ut, instead of this, what do we behold 
this day? We behold our number dimin- 
ishing; we behold one who walked to- 
gether with us, and who, we hoped, was a 
true branch of the true vine, cut off from 
us and cast out! O my brethren, we are 
called upon this day to humble ourselves 
before God, and to weep, each one for his 
own sins, on account of which he has thus 
visited us. And let each one of us ask him- 
self, ‘If the Lord of the vineyard were now to 
enter this room for the purpose of lopping 
off all the dry and worthless branches, have 
I any reason to think that I should stand? 
Am I anything more than a dead branch, 
which is fit only to be cut off and to be 
burned ?’”’ 

I give only the substance of his remarks, 
which were very impressive; and he con- 
cluded by again and again entreating the 
brethren not to regard the excluded mem- 
ber as an enemy; and not to speak harshly 
to him; but, in a kind and affectionate 
manner, to endeavor, as they should have 
opportunity, to lead him to see his sin and to 
return to God from whom he has wandered. 

As this case has made considerable noise 
in the church, and circumstances connected 
with it have been the cause of division to a 
certain extent among the brethren, and 
some unpleasant feeling has arisen, it was 

_thought best to appoint the next Friday as 

a day of fasting and prayer, with special 
reference to the state of the church. May 
the great Head of the Church be present, 
and hear the supplications of his people, 
and pour down upon them a spirit of 
prayer and unity and love! And may 
thousands and tens of thousands around 
us be seen flocking to Jesus “as clouds and 
as doves to their windows !” 

The unpleasant feelings among the breth- 
ren I have alluded to, have been occasioned 
in a great measure by their inexperience in 
the modes of doing business, and their con- 
sequent improper views of what may and 
what may not be done by such a body as a 
church. It is plain that these things are 
chiefly to be learned by their own experi- 
ence, which will be sometimes painful; 
but, in the end, they will become maturer 
Christians and better church members in 
every respect. 


Alluding to the embarrassments of the treasury 
of the Board, Mr. Dwight says: “The thought 
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of curtailment in our operations seems wholly 
unendurable. While we see so many open doors 


around us, and so much to urge us forward to 
still more enlarged efforts for the salvation of the 
perishing, how can we think of curtailing?” He 
then asks, “ Where shall we begin?” “Shall 
we disband that school where God’s word is 
taught daily to those who have been living in 
great darkness and ignorance, and send the chil- 
dren.back to their former hopeless condition ?” 
“ Shall we withdraw support from our native 
pastors, and leave these infant churches as sheep 
without a shepherd?” “ Shall we stop the press, 
that is now, through the hundreds of thousands 
of pages it yearly sends out, pouring light on all 
the length and breadth of the land?” “ Shall 
we relinquish the plan of building that chapel for 
our native congregation, where hundreds and 
thousands of souls can meet to hear the Word of 
life, which, through the blessing of God may 
prove their eternal salvation?” These inquiries 
are particularly pertinent at the present time. 
Other missionaries might greatly extend the list. 


Brooss.—The cholera has been very destruc- 
tive in Broosa; but the mission families have 
escaped. As it was understood that they had 
remedies for this disease, (prescribed by Doct. 
Smith,) a large number of persons applied for 
aid; and in this way God has apparently given 
them favor in the eyes of their enemies. It is 
also hoped that the Spirit is calling the attention 
of some to the interests of their souls. 


A.repro.—The cholera has broken out at 
Aleppo. For the first few days it was quite 
mild in its character ; but subsequently it became 
very malignant, the deaths having amounted, on 
some days, to nearly one hundred. The mission 
families bad not been attacked by it, at the date 
of the most recent communications. 


Nestorians.—The Patriarch still continues 
hostile to the mission, though he is less violent 
than he was a few weeks ago. But the Lord has 
thus far permitted him to do very little injury 5 
and the hope of our brethren is, that they shall 
not be prevented from carrying forward their 
plans to ultimate success. From a letter of Doct. 
Wright, dated June 23, the following extract is 
taken. 

Within a few days past, Deacon Isaac, a 
brother of Mar Shimon, and about whom 
we have often written you as a reformed 
and thoroughly evangelical man, has left 
the house of the Patriarch with his family, 
and removed to a village in the diocese of 
Mar Yohannan. He has been so indi t 
at the conduct of Mar Shimon, and has 
been so earnest in opposing him that, to 
use his own words, he has been living in the 
fire, and could stand it no longer. He now 





separates from the Patriarch, to show to 








Mr. Stoddard left Oroomiah for Constantinople, 
June 20, for the purpose of regaining his health; 
whieh had become much impaired by reason of 
his labors in the boys’ seminary. Mrs. Stoddard 
accompanied him as far as ‘Trebizond, where, ia 
the orderings of an all-wise Providence, she was 
seized by the cholera, and died August 2. “ 


Caxton.—From a recent letter of Mr. Bonney, 
it appears that the number who attend his Sab- 
bath services, is increasing. On the 23d of 
April last, about one hundred were present in 
the morning, and fifty in the afternoon. 


Orecoy Inp1ans.—Several letters have been 
received from the members of this mission, giv- 
ing a fuller account of the tragedy of Waiilatpu, 
but not materially affecting the statements pub- 
lished in the July Herald. Messrs. Walker and 
Eells remained at their station a number of 
weeks after the massacre of Doct. Whitman and 
others ; at length, however, they removed to Fort 
Colville, on the invitation of the Chief Factor, as 
they deemed their position at Tshimakain not 
altogether secure. Peace had not been restored 
between the whites and Indians, and it was un- 
certain when it would be. In these circum- 
stances, the prospects of the mission must be 
regarded as very unpromising. Indeed, there 
seems to be but little (if any) encouragement to 
continue the efforts which have been made, for a 
number of years, to give the blessings of the 
gospel to the Indiaus beyond the Rocky Moun- 
tains. Even before the massacre of Dr. Whit- 
man, the results secured were by no means 
answerable to the expectations of the friends of 
the red man; and it had become a question 
whether the mission should still go forward, 
Now, however, the state of things is such as to 
leave almost no hope of a brighter day. 








DONATIONS, 


RECEIVED IN AUGUST. 


MAINE. 


Kennebec co. Conf. of chs. B. Nason, Tr. 
Hallowell R. K. Page, to cons. Mrs. Han- 
man P Kipper an H. M. 100 00 
Penobscot co Aux. So. J. 8. Wheelwright, Tr. 
ss Ist par. 8. s. 25 00 
ington co. Conf. of chs. 
hen field, Indiv. 2 50 
Dennysville, Indiv. wh. and prev. 


dona. cons. Rev, Josian H. 
Srearns an H. M. 25 00 
oe Indiv. 3 90 
hitneyville, 75—~32 15 
Youon Coat. of che, Rev. G, W. Conmneg, 2 Tr. 
Acton, C’ 
38 00-——44 00 
201 15 15 


Donations. 





Oc. 
Andover, m. c. 4; Brooksville, Rev. Mr. 
Ellis. 1; Bucksport. coll. to cons. Rev. 
James B. R. Wacaer an H. M. 71; mc. 
mi Coedge! oo = Machias 8. Mi 
» as wick Village, Rev. J. H. Merril 
10;° “e ” 193 50 
394 65 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Grafton co. Aux. So. W. W. Russell, Tr. 
Plymouth, Ch. and so. to cons. Moors 
ussect an H. M. 100; unknown, 1; 101 00 
Merrimack co. Aux. So. G. Hutchins, Tr. 
Salisbury, Cong. ch. m. c. 5 00 
West Boscawen, Indiv. 2 10—7 10 
Rockingham co. Conf. of chs. J. Boardman, Tr. 
Chester, Cong. ch. and so. extra effort, = 
cons. ApraHaM Saraeant an H. 100 00 
Strafford co. Conf of chs. E J Lane, Tr. 
Farmington, Cong. = and so. 15 00 
Wakefield, do. 12 00—-27 00 
Sullivan co. Aux. So. D. 8. Dutton, Tr. 
Aeworth, Cong. ch. m. c. 00 
Meriden, 80 50-—88 50 
323 60 
VERMONT. 
Chittenden co. Aux. So. M. A. ae, = 
Burlington, S. H. W. 15; m. c. 4,63 ; 
Jericho, Ist ch. 52 50—72 13 
Orange co. Aux. So. J. om, Tr. 
Wells River, Cong. so. m 6 59 
Rutland co. Aux. So. J. Barrett, Jr. Tr. 
Pittsford, A few indiv. 10 00 
Windham co. Aux So. A. E. Dwinell, Tr. 
Dummerston, Coll. 5 8&6 
Windsor co. Aux. So. E. C. Tracy, Tr. 
Sharon, Cong. ch. and so. 33 00 
127 58 


A friend, 5; Bennington, 2d cong. ch. 32,50; 
m. c. 28,50; Manchester, cong. so. indiv. 
oy wh. to cons. Rev. Anson Gieason an 

. M. 50;) 107,38; Peru, ch. and cong. 18; 191 38 


318 96 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Barnstable co. Aux. So. W. Crocker, Tr. 
Bonen A.D forth, Age aso 
ton anfort nt, 
(Of wh. fr. a friend, 0; do. 10;) 802 15 
Essex co. North, Aux. So. J. Caldwell, Tr. 
Amesbury Mills Village, Mr. Mor- 
dough’s so. a 00 
Belleville, Mr. Fiske’s so. m. c. 8 00 
Newbury, Mr. yn ay 80. 93 00—151 00 
Essex co. South, Aux. So. C. M. a Tr. 
Essex, Ist cong. ch. 
Lynn, Mr. Cooke’s so. 18 86—80 86 


Franklin co. Aux. So. L. Merriam, Tr. 
Conway, 50 
Deerfield, W. H. Hitchcock, for chil- 

dren's fund, 1 00 

Pad sendy es _ 50 
ampshire co. Aux. i r 
E. Of N. a 00 00 


Amherst, Luke Sweetser, to cons. 3. 
A. Sweetser of Brooklyn, N. Y. 
an H. M. 100 00 
East Hampton, 8. Williston, 50 00—250 00 
Middlesex North and Vic. Char. So. J. 8. 
Adams, Tr. 
Fitchburg, Mrs. P. Daniels, for miss. 
to China, 15 00 
— Fem. char. so. for Gaboon 


miss. 18 25——33 25 
Middlesex South Conf. of chs. 
Holliston, La. benev. rea. so. for Choc, 


miss. 13 00 
Norfolk co. Aux. so, Rev. S. Harding, Tr. 
Brookline, Harvard c m. c. 128 17 
— _” friend, 5; Eliot ch. m. 
20 74—148 91 
Old Coley, o— ow H. Coggeshall, Tr. 
New Bedford ch. juv. miss 
for ed. of a hea. a under Dr. Scudder, 16 00 











1848. 


Taunton and Vic. Aux. So. 
Fall River, E. 8. Chase, 
Rehoboth, Cong. ch. special effort, 


A friend, for ed. of chil. at Gaboon, W. Afri- 
ca, 30; do. 20; do. 5 ;do. 1; Andover, W. 
r. coll. 45,02; m c. 11,53; juv. miss. so. 
ed. of a boy and girl at Gaboon, 40; 
so. of ing. in Phillips Acad. 52,75; North 
par. 2; Brighton, evang. cong. ch. and so. 
to cons. Rev. ArtHur Swasey an H. M. 
117,45 ‘BL Cambtidg innisimmet ch. > c. 
22,72 ; E. Cambridge, evang. cong. ch. m. 
c. 8,50 ; West Newton, 60 ; 415 97 
1,953 64 
Legacies.—Boston, Jacob Holt, by M. F. 
‘ood, Ex’r, 20; Haverhill, Mrs. Phebe 
Bradley, by Samuel Carleton, Ex’r, 825; 
West Newbury, Mrs. Sarah Hills, (prev. 
rec'd, 500 ;) 1,500; 2,34 





5 00 
4,298 64 
CONNECTICUT. 
Fairfield co. East, Aux. So. S. Sterling, Tr. 
Stratford. Cong. ch. 80 ; m.c. 38; s. 8. for 
hea. chil. 5; 


Hartford co. Aux. So. H. A. Perkins, Tr. 
Avon, Rev. J. Bartlett, 2 


Glastenbury, A mechanic, 50 00 
So. Windsor, Ist. cong. so. 27,27 ; 

m. c. 17,21; 44 48 
Wethersfield, m. c. 29 63—126 11 


New Haven City, Aux. So. A. H. Maltby, Agent. 
New Haven Union, m. c. 36,93 ; 3d ch. do. 


Donations. 


371 
Greene, Pres. ch. 15 
Lisle, Pres ch. 20 ; m. c. 12,75 ; fem. 

cent so. 17,25 ; 50 
Newark Valley, Pres ch. 61 17 
Owego, Pres. ch. coll 179,69; m. c. 

42,25; 221 94 
Rushville, Rev. M. Gelston, 25 Ov 
Windsor, |st pres. ch, 27,11 ; for chil- 

dren’s fund, 1,14; 

785 46 
Ded. disc. 3 50—781 96 
New York City & Brooklyn Aux. So. J. W. 
Tracy, Tr. 
(Of wh. fr. Bleecker-st. ch. for sch. in Cey- 
lon, 100; indiv. of S. pres. ch. Brooklyn, 
10 ;) 602 50 
Oneida co. and vic. Aux. So. J. Dana, Tr. 
Cumden, Cong. ch. (of wh. to cons. 

Rev. Nenemian Coss, Jr. an H. 

M. 50 ;) 78 28 
Clinton, A friend, 5 00 
Hannibal, Cong. ch. 14,32; A. Wat- 

son, 10; 24 32 
Madison, Cong. ch. m. c. 15 00 
Marshall, do, do. 59,41; Rev. 

R. Field, 10; 69 41 
Oriskany Falls, . ch. 5 00 
Stockbridge, Cong. ch. 3 00 
Utica, Ist pres. ch. m.c. 18,10; fam- 

ily off’g, 5; 23 10 
Whitesboro’, Ist pres. ch. 41 00—264 11 


St. Lawrence co. Aux. So. H. D. Smith, Tr. 
A bal. 5 
Brasher Falls, Pres. ch. m. ¢.3; C. 
F.H.3; 6 00 
Hopkinton, Cong. ch. 16; m.c.14; 30 00—-41 00 





: Syracuse and vic. J. Hall, Agent. 
10,50; Brewsterville, s. s. 4,37 ; 51 80) ~9" 4 » “Age 
New Haven co. West, Aux. So. A. Town- Truxton, Cong. ch. m. ¢. 22 00 
send, Jr., Tr. 2130 75 
. a > 
Ph ony ee te vic. Aux. So. C. Chew, Tr. ag A friend, 1; a Joe pene, 5; Champlain, P. 
East Lyme, Coll. 9,75; m.¢.7,35; 17 10 es Rn We ae ee 
sales . . B.3; Rev. W. B. T. 2,50 ; Franklinville 
Giactt, Ist cong. ch. 45,25; m. c. ‘o pres ch, m. © 16; Genos, ot cone, ch 
nS 5 . Y c. 12; Malden, pres. ch. m. c. 25,33; New- 
groan, Cong ch 8; mc.18; $8.00 | Sanh, be FS; Onondaga «ed 
Waterford, m. ¢. 8,46; a lady, 50c; 8 96 aS) Cotean, gong, SS) Sneee pron 
West Chester, Cong ch. 20 75—147 59] &™ Yeville, cong. ch 5; Trop, lot max. ch? 
Norwich and vic. Aux. So. F. A. Perkins, Tr. oe Unio iG Ww Jo, net pres. ch. 
Norwich, !st so. Miss Thomas’s s. s. class. 73,60; Uniooville and West Town, pres. 
for children’s fund , ch.m.c 10; Upper Aquebogue, s. s. miss. 
Tolland co. Aux. So. J. R. Flynt, Tr. ord West Newark, pres. ch. 5; 
South Coventry, m. c. 5 00 _— fem. miss. so. of pres. ch. 
Windham * ngs ay | «er Gay, Tr. iis 330 68 
Central Village _ AO 1; a peg noe 
ee 1 ‘. 2 , 2 2S 00 Legacies. — Brooklyn, Miss Margaret nm ” 
Windham co. South, Aux. So. Z. Storrs, Tr Corning, 100 ; Newark Valley, Miss Urania 
Westmi oo Gent ee 19 00 Farrand, 100; Southampton, Zephaniah 
Cotenenatee, ' Hedges, by Henry P. and Edwin Hedges, 
485 00 Ex'rs, 500; 700 00 
RHODE ISLAND. 3,161 43 
Little Compton, ts a qe ded. NEW JERSEY. 
countf. note, 1; Providence, High-st. ch. . 
and cong. la. (of wh. fr. young la. benev. ei ae, 
e . . . 80. Seym > 114 
oo. 99 ;) extra oftet, 50; 18s 98 S. Cooke, Mary E. Judd, and Maria H. 
Cooke, Ceylon, wh. and prev. dona. cons. 
NEW YORE. Mrs. C. E. Goons an — . 50; Decker- 
. a . town, pres. ch. m. c. 4°23; Elizabethtown 
an Ye ae a > ch. Mrs. L. W. N. 5 i, Orange Ist pres. ch. =. 
(Of wh. for the Amo chapel, 35) me, ee es So Wl 33 
Chautauque co. Aux. J. D. Carlisle, Tr. 
Carroll, Cong. ch. 14 12 PENNSYLVANIA. 
Jamestown, do. 20 15 
Ripley, Pres. ch. 58,92; la. benev. Dimock, Mrs. Anprew Wi tarp, wh. cons. 
so. 5,16 ; 64 08 heran H. M. 100; East ~~ Grove, by 
Westfield, Pres. ch. 31 73—130 08} Rev. W. Todd,7; by Rev. N. M. Crane, 
Geneva and vic. C. A. Cook, Agent. 6,45 ; Harford, cong. ch. 19; Joan Tyrer, 
Albion, Pres. ch. 2 00 wh. cons. him an H. M. 100; Meadville, 
Berkshire, Cong. ch. 60,75; la.7; 67 75 Ist pres. ch. 7; Minersville, pres. ch. 33 ; 
Binghampton, ch. 68,35 ; cong. Newville, Miss Ruth Irvine, to cons. Sam- 
ch. 25; vev Irvine, Jr. an H. M. 180; Philadel. 
Candor, Pres. ch. 30; A. Hart, 50; phia, 5th pres. ch. Mrs. Safford, 10; Potts- 
young ple’s miss. so. 13 ; 00 ville, Ist pres. ch. coll. 26,50 ; s. 8.50; West 
va, . ch. m. c.75; Mrs. W Nantmeal. pres. ch 25 ; Williamsport, 
1; fem. miss. so. 42; 118 00 ch. m. c. 16,16; indiv, 17,40; s.5.51,05; 648 56 








DELAWARE. 


\ 
St. nay pres. ch. 5,25; Wilmington, a 
mem. of Hanover-st. ch. 20; . 


MARYLAND. 
Baltimore, 5th pres. ch. an indiv. 150; m. c. 
755 


VIRGINIA. 


Richmond and vic. Aux. So. 8. Reeve, Tr. 
Culpeper, W. Somerville, 


GEORGIA. 
A friend, 
OHIO. 


Western Foreign Miss. So. G. L. Weed, Tr. 
Cincinnati, 3d pres. ch. 135,15; m. c. 4,31 ; 
Ist ortho. ch m. c. 25,28; 2d pres. ch m. 
c. 9,15; Miss L. A. for Dr. Scudder, Suc ; 
children’s savings, 1,20; a friend, 2 ; Uhiv- 
iott, fum. coll. by master Henniford, 4; 
Jersey, pres. ch 10; Newark, fem. miss. so. 
433; Walout Hills, Lane sem. ch. 123,15 ; 
m. c. 14,40; Mrs. Parker, 1,50 ; 

By Rev. F. Bartlett, Agent. 

Coshocton, ch. 15,97; chil, 5éc ; Graham’s 
Station, 13,70; Granville, Mrs. Lucinda 
Cook, dec’d, to ed. a male youth in Ubina, 
36 ; do. a hea. youth, 3; do. a fem. at Cey- 
lon, 2); Homer, ch. 26 ; Horse Cave, 6,10; 
Huntington, ch. 17,40; chil. 1,23 ; for Gray 
Kentuckian, 5; Johnstown, a bal. 5c ; 
Kingston und Portes, ch. 17 ; Liberty, ch. 
7,00; chil. 1,07; Lowell, 2,94; Marietta, 
ch. a bal. 34,50 ; fem. sem. to ed. a native 
preacher ut the Sandw. Isls. under the care 
of Rev. L. Smith, 35 ; av. of a flower gar- 
den, 24; juv. miss so. for Dr. Scudder, 
14,59 ; la. for ed. of hea. fem. 12.85; Mt. 
Vernon Furnace, 7,50; Putnam, 5; Sandy 
Spring and Rome, 17,70; Southfork, cb. 
18; chil. 1,74; St. Albans, ch. 11,50; Wa- 
tertown, 4; 


Donations. 


10 00 


50 00 


334 97 


359 88 


Western Reserve Aux. So. Rev. H. Coe, Agent. 


Aurora, [1,11; Bainbridge, 10; Coply, a 
lady, 5; Freedom, 6,10; Geneva, C. Stow, 
, J. M. Cook, 10; Hudson, Wes. Res. 
coll. 4,17; Miss Coe’s s. 8. class, 52c ; Jef- 
ferson, 10; Mesopotamia, 3; Plymouth, 
13; Sharon, H. M Johnson, 10; Welling- 
ton, 10,25 ; fem. miss. so. 2; Windham, 32; 
S. Scott, 10; a friend, 15; juv. miss. so. 
7lc; Youngstown, 45; ? 
Cincinnati, E. A. Ugden, U. 8. A. 10; Edin- 
burgh, cong. ch. and so. 91,86; Hartford, 
Mr. Fenn’s ch. and so. 8,75; 


Legacies.—Windham, Thatcher Conant, 


207 86 





INDIANA. 
By G. L. Weed, Tr. 
Bono, T. W. |; Crawfordville, Centre pres. 
ch. 39,50; Rob Roy, pres. ch. 11 ; Vernon, 
Rev. A. G. Dunning and lady, 5; 


ILLINOIS. 


By G. L. Weed, Tr. 

Albion, Un. fem miss, so. 15; Farmington, 
ch. 23; Jacksonville, cong. ch. wh. cons. 
Rev J. M Sturtevant an H. M. 50; 8.8. 
10,50, Mendon, Mr. B. 1 ; Mt. Prairie, s. s. 
od Peru. m. c. 8; Wabash, pres. ch. 4; 
inchester, do. » . » a. chil. 85c : 

Barry, cong. ch. 1,10; cago, pres. ch. s.s. 
34; poe a> | —, 8. . for — 
miss. 20,16; Ga tgh, young e's 
miss. 20.'10; Rockford. let cong ch. 20 ; 


os 


MICHIGAN. 
Grand Haven, an indiv. 
WISCONSIN. 
Beaver Dam, ehil. of Mr. Montgomery's ch. 
and so. for ehildren’s fund, 


56 50 


13 00 








Ocr. 
IOWA. 
Keokuk . ch. 85c ; Farmington, cong. 
ch. m.¢. 10; y P 10 85 
MISSOURI. 
St. Louis, }st pres. ch. sub. and m_ c. 299,06; 
mater. asso. for Artemas Bullard, Ceylon, 
20; la. prayer meeting, for Adana T. J. 
Bullard, do. 20; 339 06 
KENTUCKY. 
Helena, Rev. E. P. Adams, 2 50 
TENNESSEB. 
By Rev. P. Wood, Agent. 
Greenville, pres. ch. to cons. Rev. Francis 
A. McCorngxer an H. M. 63,75; fem. acad. 
10; Hopewell, pres. ch. 8,02; Meadow 
Creek, do. 4,77 ; St. Paul’s, do. 8; Paper- 
ville, do. 8,30; Westminster, do. 10,30 ; 
ded. disc. 6,69 ; 106 85 
ALABAMA. 
Huntsville, pres. ch. s. s. young la. sew. so. 
to ed. two hea. youth at Butticotta, Ceylon, 
25; Mobile, juv. miss. so. of Gov’t-st. ch. 
for children’s fund, 48,70 ; 73 70 
MISSISSIPPI. 
Caledonia, I. H. Robinson, 5 00 
LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans, Cuances Garoiner, wh. cons. 
him an H. 100 00 
IN FOREIGN LANDS, &c. 
Doaksville, Choc. na. m. c. 15,19 ; col’d 
ple, for African miss. 3,69; ile aa 18 88 
Fort Towson, Choc. na. m. c. 24 44 
Good Water, do. ch. 10 56 
Mountain Fork, do. 53 12 
Park Hill, Cher. na. m. c. 15 81 
Pine Ridge, Choc. na. G. Loomis, U.S. A. 6; 
L. A. Armistead, U.S. A. 5; R. W. Kirk- 
ham, U.S. A. 5; 16 00 
Southwold, C. W. Mrs. E. D. Johnston, wh. 
cons. Rev. Josgem Maar an H. M. 50; P. 
Barber, 6; 56 00 
194 81 
Donations received in August, $9,436 19, 
Legacies, $3,075 00. 





CHILDREN’S FUND FOR EDUCATING 
HEATHEN CHILDREN. 


Amount received in August, $435 45. 





DONATIONS IN CLOTHING, &c. 
Bedford, Ms. A box, fr. sew. cir. for Mr. Wheel- 
er, Ojibwa miss. 
Brighton, Ms. Socks, fr. Miss Sally Shed. 
Falmouth, Ms. A box, fr. la social sew. cir. 
Lancaster, Pa. A box, fr. M1. Keyes’s cong. for 


Mr. Schneider, Broosa, 118 00 
Montpelier, Vt. A bundle, fr. gent. asso. 37 00 
New York, 28 pr. shoes, fr. B. F. M. in R. 

Dutch ch. 
ae. Ms. Webster’s Quarto Dic. fr. G. 

& C. Merriam, for an indiv. miss. 

Ware, Ms. A box, fr. O. Lane, for Mr. Dwight, 

Constantinople. 25 
Wellington, O. Clothing, fr. fem. miss. so. 31:15 


West Boscawen, N. H. A bundle, fr. fem. char. 
so. for Mr. Dwight, Constantinople. 





The fi ing articles are respectfully solicited from 
fanufacturers and others. 

Printing rt, writing paper, stationery, slates, 
shoes, hats, lankets, sheets pillow-cases "towels, 
shirts, socks, stockings, fulled-cloth, flannel, domes- 
tic cotton, etc. 





